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A very early view of the 
building when it was 
ruinous. It is titled: The 
Old Church In Dover 
Castle, Kent. Pub. 25 
Augt 1784 by S.Hooper. 
Godfrey Sculp.’

W h en  c o n s id e r in g  11th c e n tu ry  
b u ild in g s  in  D over we m u s t ta k e  
a c co u n t o f th e  m a te ria ls  w h ich  w ere 
availab le  to  th e  b u ild e r  a n d  th e  tools 
w ith  w h ich  h e  u sed  to  w ork  th e m . H is 
two a b u n d a n t m a te r ia ls  h e re  w ere f lin t 
f ro m  th e  c h a lk  su b so il w h ic h  w as 
a b u n d a n t all over th e  South  E ast c o rn e r  
o f th e  co u n ty  a n d  w ood from  th e  forests 
w h ich  w ere th e n  covering  m u c h  o f its 
surface. T he o n ly  stone  free ly  availab le  
lo ca lly  was tufa, in  a p p e a ra n c e  like  a 
sponge a n d  easy  to  w ork. Q u an titie s  o f 
i t  w ere fo u n d  in  th e  valley  o f th e  River 
Dour, b u t it  h a s  a lm o st b e e n  w orked  ou t 
now. Som e p ieces o f tu fa  ca n  b e  seen  in  
th e  R om an  P haros a n d  in  th e  w alls o f St 
M ary  in  Castro, a n d  it  was m u c h  used  
a ll over th e  coun ty , in c lu d in g  even 
c o m p le te  c h u rc h es , o f  w h ic h  W est 
F arleigh  is a good 
exam ple.

K en tish  ragstone 
w as fo u n d  in  
several p a r ts  o f th e  
county , b u t p r in c i­
p a lly  in  th e  g rea t 
q u a r r ie s  to  th e  
so u th  o f M aidstone, 
a n d  in  sm a lle r  
q u a n titie s  from  th e  
H y th e  Beds n e a r  
Folkestone.

Ragstone was very  h a rd  a n d  d ifficu lt 
to w ork  a n d  it  h a d  to  be  tra n sp o rte d  
from  th e  q u a rry  to  a local dock  a n d  
th e n  by  sh ip  to D over's o r ig in a l lit tle  
h a rb o u r  n e a r  O ld St Jam es 's  chu rch , 
a n d  th e n c e  by  sledges d raw n  by  oxen to 
th e  b u ild in g  site. (T h e  roads, o n ly  
ro u g h  tracks, w ere too  p o o r for heav ily  
la d en  w hee led  veh icles a n d  oxen w ere 
th e  g en e ra lly  used  b easts  o f b u rd e n ).

B efore a b o u t 1150AD, s to n e  w as 
p r in c ip a lly  u sed  for im p o r ta n t w ork, 
an d  o n ly  in  lim ite d  q u an titie s  for th e  
less im p o rta n t.

L im e for m o r ta r  was p ro d u ced  from  
ch a lk  in  Dover from  ea rly  days a n d  it 
c o n tin u e d  to  be  u n ti l  th e  18th cen tu ry . 
A n o ld  p ic tu re  shows a t le as t seven 
sm o k in g  lim e  k iln s  in  o ld  L im ek iln  
Lane, la te r  o f co u rse  re -n a m e d
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who produced many fin cns. produced
the finished work.
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The old Saxon south door as it is today after being 2 7  
excavated and exposed to the elements since the 
1860’s.

L im e k iln  S treet. A fu r th e r  m a te r ia l  
ava ilab le  o n  som e sites was re-used  
b r ic k  a n d  tile  from  th e  ru in s  o f old  
R om an  bu ild ings. T he Saxons d id  n o t 
m ak e  o r u se th e ir  ow n b r ic k  o r tile  u n ti l  
very  la te  in  th e  period .

T h e  Saxon c ra f ts m e n  w o rk ed  by  
sp littin g  th e  ragstone  o r by  cu ttin g  it 
w ith  a m a s o n 's  axe. V ery u n e v e n  
surfaces w ere also so m e tim es p ro d u ced  
b y  p u lv e r is in g  th e  su rfa ce  w ith  a 
h a m m e r, o r  by  ru b b in g  tw o sto n e s  
to g e th er w ith  w ater as a lu b ric an t. T h is 
p ro d u ced  a s lu rry  w h ich  im proved  th e  
cu ttin g  process, a n d  such  a s lu rry  is still 
in  fact u sed  today  a t York M in ster for 
lu b r ic a tin g  m o d e rn  s tone saws.

T he o u ts tan d in g  local b u ild in g  o f th is  
p e rio d  is St M ary in  C astro w h ich  h as  
a lread y  b e e n  m e n tio n e d  b rie f ly  in  a 
re c e n t article . It is m a in ly  o f f lin t w ith  
so m e p ie c e s  o f tu fa , b u t  ex ten s iv e  
u n sy m p a th e tic  reb u ild in g  in  th e  19th 
c e n tu ry  was resp o n sib le  for th e  d a rk  
red  b r ic k  o f th a t  tim e  b e in g  ex tensively  
used , e sp e c ia lly  w h ere  th e  o r ig in a l  
q u o in s , ( th e  c o rn e r  s to n e s)  w ere  
m issing , p ro b ab ly  h av in g  b e e n  ta k en  
fo r o th e r  w o rk  elsew here , a n d  fo r 
rep a irs  to  th e  ru in e d  tower. M ost o f th e  
w indow s, too, w ere ren ew ed  a t th a t  
tim e, n o t in  K en tish  ragstone, b u t in  
on e  o f th e  so fter m a te r ia ls  such  as C aen 
stone, by  th e n  freely  availab le  from  th e  
c o n tin e n t.

T h ere  h as  b e e n  m u c h  sp ecu la tio n , 
a n d  som e u n in fo rm e d  co m m en t, o n  th e  
age o f th e  p re se n t w indow s in  th e  sou th  
nave wall, b u t th e  fact is th a t  th ey  are  o f 
th e  m id  19 th  c e n tu ry  w h e n  th e  
re s to ra tio n  was c a rrie d  out.

The Old Church. South doorway (as when first 
excavated). Revd J.Puckle. Del. J.R.Jobbins’. 
Canon Puckle made a rough sketch and Jobbins, 
who produced many fine illustrations, produced 
the finished work.



A late 18th century view of the interior 
of the church when it was, of course, a 
roofless ruin.

T he re s to ra tio n  o f th e  1860's 
u n c o v e re d  severa l o r ig in a l 
fea tu re s , in c lu d in g  th e  f in e  
o ld  Saxon so u th  doorw ay in to  
th e  nave. It is now  uncovered  
a n d  very  dam aged  by  exposure 
to  th e  e le m e n ts  b u t  fo r t­
u n a te ly  a d e ta iled  acco u n t o f 
th e  c h u rc h  a p p e a re d  in  a 
V ic to rian  d esc rip tio n  o f th e  
c h u rc h  p u b lish e d  by  C an o n  
Puckle. Its co n c lu sio n s have 
lo n g  s ince  b e e n  d iscred ited , 
b u t it  in c lu d es a fin e  d raw ing  
o f th is  o ld  doorw ay w h en  it 
w as f irs t u n co v e red , a n d  it  
shows its o rig in a l details.

T he verticals, o f axe hew n  
ragstone, a re  ty p ic a l exam ples 
of th e  fam ous Saxon 'lo n g  a n d  
sh o rt' w ork, a n d  th e  a rch  is 
com posed  o f a double row  of 
re-used R om an  tiles, n o  doub t 
salvaged from  th e  o ld  R om an 
b u ild in g s  w h ic h  p ro b a b ly

o n ce  su r ro u n d e d  th e  
o ld  Pharos.

The old S acra rium  in  
th e  sou th  w all o f th e  
nave was com posed  o f 
irre g u la rly  shaped  an d  
sized axe hew n  stone 
blocks, a n o th e r  fea tu re  
o f its tim e, b u t u n fo rt­
u n a te ly  it was reb u ilt 
in  th e  n in e te e n th  ce n ­
tu ry  in  a m ock  G othic 
s ty le  as th e  p re s e n t

The original Sacrarium in the 
corner of the nave of St Mary 
In Castro before it was 
demolished and replaced by 
the present Soldiers’ Altar in 
the 19th century restoration.



Soldier's Altar. T he b u ild in g  m ethods 
a n d  th e  m a te ria ls  used  by  th e  Saxons 
co n tin u e d  u n til  years afte r W illiam 's 
arriv a l a n d  w ork  o f rough  axe hew n 
stone a p p e a r  in  b u ild ings w ell in to  th e  
tw elfth  cen tury . A n exam ple ca n  be  seen  
in  th e  ru in s  o f old St. Jam es 's  church , 
w h ich  m u st be  o f th e  eleventh , o r ea rly  
years o f th e  tw elfth, cen tury . In  th e  
p ic tu re  m o d e rn  res to ra tio n  w ork  in  th e  
two p illa rs  a t th e  cen tre  is obvious, b u t 
be tw een  th e m  is, unden iab ly , w ork  done 
in  th e  Saxon trad itio n . P articu la r n o te  
shou ld  b e  ta k en  o f th e  axe h ew n  stone in  
a n d  a ro u n d  th e  sm all a rch  a t th e  top  
a n d  th e  stone w h ich  su rro u n d s it.

A nd  now  a p o st scrip t. T he tu rn in g  
p o in t  in  b u ild in g  w ork  has, s tran g e ly  
enough , b e e n  g en e ra lly  accep ted  as a 
c o n seq u en ce  o f th e  C rusades.

At th e  C ouncil o f C la rem o n t in  1095 
Pope U rb an  issued  a n  ap p e a l to  th e  
fa ith fu l fo r h e lp  fo r th e  E a s te rn

The north internal wall of Old St James’s 
church.

C h ris tian s  a n d  th e  rec ap tu re  o f h o ly  
p laces. M any W estern  C h ris tia n s  
w ho em b a rk e d  o n  C rusades h a d  
th e ir  f irs t e n c o u n te r  w ith  th e  la n d s  
o f th e  O rien t.T h ey  w ere am azed  a t 
th e  q u a lity  o f th e  w o rk m an sh ip  in  
th e  stone ca rv in g  o f th e  bu ild ings, a 
re su lt o f th e  use o f softer s tone a n d  
a n  u n fa m ilia r  too l, th e  m a so n 's  
ch isel. In  a few  years, b u ild in g , 
a lread y  a grow th  in d u s try  in  th e  
tw elfth  cen tu ry , was revo lu tion ised .

Here, th e  use o f softer stones from  
th e  c o n t in e n t ,  e s p e c ia lly  fro m  
C aen , a n d  th e  a d o p tio n  o f th e  
m a so n 's  chisel, was th e  d iv id in g  
l in e  b e tw e en  th e  rou g h er, w ide- 
jo in ted , axe-hew n Saxon w ork  a n d  
th e  n ew  h ig h e r  q u a lity , ch ise l- 
w orked stone.

Som e o f th e  ru in s  o f th e  o ld  St. 
M artin  le  G rande (p a rts  o f w h ich  
su rv iv ed  in to  th e  n in e te e n th  

c e n tu ry ), St. M ary in  Castro, a n d  p a rts  
o f o ld  St. Jam es's , th u s  all p red a te  th e  
use o f th e  m a so n 's  chisel.

G ervase th e  m o n k , w ritin g  in  th e  
tw elfth  c e n tu ry  ab o u t c u r re n t w ork  in  
C a n te rb u ry  C a th e d ra l, c o m p a re d  it  
w ith  su rv iv in g  e a r l ie r  w o rk  in  th e  
Saxon trad itio n , reco rd ing : "There th e  
a rches a n d  ev e ry th in g  else was p la in , o r 
scu lp tu red  w ith  a n  axe a n d  n o t w ith  a 
chise".

F inally , co m p are  th e  rough , axe-hew n 
stones in  th e  o ld  S acra rium  in  St. M ary 
in  C astro (ab o u t 1020) w ith  th e  fin e  
se m ic irc u la r  a rch es in  th e  w est e n d  o f 
th e  nave o f St. M ary th e  V irg in , w h ich  
are  good exam ples o f ch isel w orked  
s tone w ith  very  f in e  jo in ts , p ro b ab ly  o f 
ab o u t 1230 o r a few years later. T hey  
w ere d ism a n tle d  in  th e  re b u ild in g  o f 
th e  c h u rc h  in  1843-4, b u t  (we a re  
assu red) w ere rep laced  in  exactly  th e ir  
o rig in a l sta tes a n d  p o sitio n s  w ith o u t 
a n y  m o d ifica tio n .


