
..... from Leo Wright

In  th is  very  ra in y  A utum n we can  easily  forget th a t th e  flow in  th e  Dour, w h ich  once 
pow ered five m ills, is always u n d e r  th rea t.
As a concerned  e n v iro n m en ta l society, we received from  th e  E n v iro n m en ta l 

Agency th e ir  overview  for K ent - n ea rly  two h u n d red  pages o f it!
Firstly, we were very  p leased  to le a rn  th a t th e  D our is now  designated  as a river, n o t 

a stream . The D our is th e  sho rtes t river in  K ent b u t gracing, as it does, th ree  p ark s an d  
a riverside w alk it is a n  im p o rta n t am enity .

Basically, E n v iro n m en t A gency po lic ies have n o t changed  since Je rem y  Cope an d  
I w rote abou t th is  in  th e  A pril 1997 Newsletter, b u t th e  m easu res p roposed  a t th e  tim e  
have b ee n  p u t in to  effect. T hese can  be su m m arised  as p o llu tio n  contro l, ex traction  
con tro l (bo th  volum e an d  lo ca tio n ) and, exceptionally , source contro l.

It is recogn ised  th a t th e  D our ca tc h m en t area  is subject to a n  e n v iro n m en ta l deficit, 
as th e  resu lt o f over-abstraction. It is therefo re  inc luded  in  th e  A gency's n a tio n a l low­
life a llev ia tion  p rogram m e.
P ollu tion  control
It is th e  u p p e r reaches of th e  D our w hich  are affected by  low  flow w hile  th e  low er p a r t 
is po llu ted  by u rb an  out-put. However, th e  quality  o f th e  low er D our appears to be 
im prov ing  as a resu lt o f S ou thern  W ater's efforts to deal w ith  cross co n n ec tio n s in  
surface-w ater d rains.
Extraction control
F olkestone a n d  D istric t W ater C om pany  score m a x im u m  p o in ts  for d em an d  
m an ag em en t. The E n v iro n m en t Agency, for th e ir  p art, have b ee n  p u rsu in g  th e ir  
po licy  o f riv er b a s in  m a n a g e m e n t for ex traction ; vo lum e a n d  lo c a tio n  and , 
exceptionally , d iverting  w ater in to  th e  D our flow.

O ur m em ber, Joe H arm an , has  b ee n  w atch ing  th is  la tte r  ac tiv ity  a n d  w rites as 
follows:

..... from Joe Harman
You m ay  have no ticed  th a t th e  flow of th e  river D our has decreased  in  spite o f th e  

freq u en t ra in  th is  au tu m n . T he lake in  Russell G ardens has n o t co n ta in e d  enough  
w ater to discharge m u ch  over th e  low er en d  a n d  o p en in g  u p  th e  slu ice a t Bushy Ruff 
h as n o t m ade m u ch  im provem ent.

T here  h as  also b ee n  no  w ater com ing  over th e  w aterfall from  th e  lake on  th e  
seaw ard side o f th e  A lkham  Valley Road. K earsney M anor Lake h as b ee n  ris in g  a n d  
falling, w ith  very  little  w ater co m in g  in  a n d  n o n e  going out. We know  th a t th e  W ater 
C om pany  h as b ee n  p u m p in g  from  th e  S tonehall bore-hole a n d  th is  m u st have low ered 
th e  w ater tab le a n d  p reven ted  th e  springs from  flowing. It takes two m o n th s  for 
ra in fa ll to raise th e  w ater level in  th e  cha lk  a n d  reactivate th e  springs, so we shall 
n ee d  a g rea t deal o f w in te r  ra in  to recharge th e  aqu ife r a n d  allow  generous 
ab s trac tio n  by  th e  Folkestone a n d  D istric t W ater Services.

R ecently  I a tten d ed  a con fe rence  a t Wye College o rgan ised  by th e  C.P.R.E w ho are 
co n cern ed  abou t th e  house b u ild in g  p roposed  for th e  area, w h ich  w ill cause inc reased  
d em an d  for o u r p rec ious water. It ra in e d  all th e  way th e re  an d  also w hen  we viewed 
th e  ra in  fed garden. We lis ten e d  to  a p an e l o f experts w ho covered all aspects o f w ater 
conservation . We w ere en lig h te n ed  abou t th e  losses due to evaporation , run-o ff a n d



1 6  clim atic  changes w hich  w ill w orsen the  s ituation . A lthough  th is  exp lains w hat 
h ap p e n s  to the  ra in  th a t falls in  East K ent it w ill n o t solve o u r p a rk  problem s.

Also, th is  October, I jo in e d  E n v iro n m en t A gency officials from  C am bridge w ho 
w ere p re p a rin g  a schem e to m a in ta in  the  w ater level in  all th e  lakes. We can  on ly  
hope  th a t o u r g ran d ch ild ren  w ill be able to en joy  these  attractive  features th a t we 
once took  for gran ted .

Stop Press: Early November. Joe reports tha t the lake in Russell Gardens is fu ll again.

m Dover Bells 2000
----------- —  Peter Dale---------- —

Hon Appeal Secretary ■ Bell Restoration FundIn 1725 Samuel Knight, bell founder of 
Holborn, installed a ring  of eight bells in  
the Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Dover. It was typical of the tim e tha t the 
clappers were suspended from  iron  staples 
cast into the crowns of the bells. The oak 
fram e would have stood u p o n  the  
mediaeval tim bers, w hich experts suggest 
m ay have supported an  early spire, before 
the tower was b u ilt up to its p resen t 
height.

Even if tha t was the case, it is no t a 
stable p latform  for a heavy peal of bells. 
Records indicate tha t there was an  active 
b an d  of ringers  in  Dover du rin g  the 
e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  b u t the  co n stan t 
pounding  of the moving fram e upon  the 
tower walls for so long had its inevitable 
effect. The bells were silent for m uch of 
the last cen tury  and  by 1898 the oak fram e 
was deem ed to be in  such a poor condition  
th a t it had  to be scrapped.

In th a t year, possibly as a project to 
welcom e the tw entieth  century, m ajor 
resto ra tio n  w ork was ca rried  out. 
V ictorian concerns were for the safety of 
the tower and  the spiral staircase was 
filled com pletely w ith concrete to stabilise 
the structure, a lternative  access being  
provided via a series of new  step ladders. 
W indow arches for the old stairs can still 
be seen clearly in  the m asonry  of the 
South West corner of the tower.

The oak fram e was replaced by massive 
cast iron  sections, John  W arner of London 
being the firm  entrusted  w ith this work. 
At the sam e tim e they "turned" the bells to 
allow the clappers to strike in  new unw orn 
places. Alas the lightest bell, the treble, 
was found to be cracked and  a new  one 
was cast from  the old metal. Although the 
clappers of the seven surviving bells had 
to be m odified, the orig inal iron  staples 
were left in  place.

The shortcom ings of the  1898 
restoration becam e increasingly  apparen t 
over the next fifty years and in  1947 the 
bells were re-hung on ball bearings. The 
im provem ent was only  m arginal, however, 
because the whole installation  still stands 
u pon  the  un stead y  an c ie n t tim bers. 
"Dover Bells 2000" is our p ro jec t to 
welcom e the  new  m illenn ium . R ather 
th an  allow St M ary's tower fall silen t once 
more, a com plete resto ra tio n  an d  
m odern isation  is planned.

The bells will be rem oved to a foundry 
to be tuned  and  to have the old iron  staples 
drilled out. Com pletely new  fittings will 
be provided and  a new  fram e built. W hile 
the  tow er is em p ty  steel foundation  
girders w ill be bu ilt in to  the walls to lift 
the  in s ta lla tio n  c lear of the  ricke ty  
historic tim bers. All th is will cost some 
£60,000 w ith an  additional £40,000 for the 
associated bu ild ing  and  other works.


