
Visit to Calais and Marble Tour
J erem y  Cope

WE HAVE ALL BEEN TO CALAIS, ou r 
opposite  n u m b e r  across th e  C hannel. I 
do w onder ju s t how  m u c h  we rea lly  
know  ab o u t it a n d  how  m u c h  is based  
u p o n  m y th . It w as p e r io d ic a l ly  a n  
E ng lish  possession  u n til  lo st by  th e  
T u dor Q u e e n , B loody  M ary. I c a n  
rec a ll b e in g  to ld  as a ch ild  in  schoo l 
th a t  th e  loss o f C ala is was en g raved  
o n  h e r  h e a r t  w h en  she d ied . I s till 
re m e m b e r  w ondering  
if  th is  was som e so rt o f 
ta ttoo  b u t dec id ing  it 
was r isk in g  too m u ch  
to ask, p a r tic u la rly  as 
it  m u st be  on  one of 
those  fo rb idden  zones 
sm a ll boys sh o u ld  
know  n o th in g  about.
N evertheless, th e  
im p o rta n ce  o f Calais 
w as c le a rly  m ade.
W ith  25 o ther, b u t  
p ro b a b ly  c le a re r  
m inded , m em b ers  o f 
T he Society, we set off 
a t th e  crack  o f daw n to 
h e a r  a b o u t a n d  see 
C ala is  fro m  a
F r e n c h m a n ' s  ___
v ie w p o in t. G eorges
Fauquet, a f lu e n t  E n g lish  sp e ak e r
m a rr ie d  to  a n  E n g lish w o m a n  a n d
lead in g  m e m b er o f th e  Calais H isto rical
Society was o u r e n th u sia s tic  guide. Like
a good h o st h e  la id  on  b r ig h t su n n y
w eather.

H isto ry  lesson  1. R odin 's s ta tue  o f th e  
B urghers o f C ala is is o u ts id e  C alais 
Tbwn H all. T he legend  (a n o th e r  h ea rd  
as a school boy!) is th a t th e  B urghers 
o ffe red  th e m se lv es  as h o s tag es  in

exchange for lif tin g  th e  siege conduc ted  
by  Edw ard T h ird  in  th e  H u n d red  Year's 
War. T his m erc ifu l m o n a rc h  to ld  th e m  
to p rep a re  to be h an g ed  b u t th ey  w ere 
saved by  E dw ard 's Q ueen , P h ilip p a , 
ge tting  dow n on  h e r  kn ees a n d  begg ing  
for th e ir  lives. T he m essage was “w hat a 
n o b le  co u p le  to  g race  th e  E n g lish  
throne". I was u n ab le  to  follow  th e  logic 
o f th is  m oral.

H is to ry  le sso n  2. D over to o k  a 
h a m m e rin g  from  bom bs a n d  shells in  
th e  Second W orld War. O ur dam age was 
n o th in g  co m p ared  to  th a t received  by  
C alais in  b o th  w orld  wars. M ost o f th e  
b u ild in g  in  C alais is new, a n  in d ic a tio n  
o f th e  severity  o f th e  dam age. Georges 
spoke o f th e  o ccu p atio n  w ith  feeling .

H is to ry  le sso n  3 in c lu d in g  
arch itec tu re . T he v isit to th e  ch u rc h  o f 
N otre D am e. G eorges spoke w ith



p assio n  ab o u t th is  im pressive  bu ild ing , 
still o n ly  p a r tly  resto red  from  th e  effects 
o f w ar dam age. It is occas ionally  used  
a n d  Jo h n  G errard  te lls  o f a tte n d in g  a 
ra th e r  g ra n d  fu n e ra l se rv ice  th e re . 
T here  are  e lem en ts  o f m edieval E nglish  
a rc h ite c tu re  a lo n g sid e  F re n c h  sty les

d ep en d in g  u p o n  w ho was in  co n tro l o f 
Calais a t th e  tim e  a n d  th is  m ix  was one 
o f several u n iq u e  fea tu res th a t we saw. 
Som e o f th e  o rn a m e n ta l ironw ork  h ad  
s ty lis tic  l in k s  w ith  th a t  in s ta lle d  a t 
V ersailles an d  th ro u g h  th e  dust a n d  
p igeon  d ropp ings th e re  w ere som e fine  
p ie ce s  o f ca rv in g  to  b e  seen . T he 
re s to ra tio n  so far has  in c lu d ed  a new  
ro o f to  rep lace  th a t lo st in  th e  w ar an d  
m o d e rn  glass w indow s w h ich  I th o u g h t 
looked  ra th e r  good. Georges' h o p e  is to 
see th e  b u ild in g  fu lly  resto red  b u t th is  
ju s t  w aits u p o n  go v ern m en t m oney. All 
w ho saw  it  w ou ld  ag ree  th a t  th e  
re s to ra tio n  is a m o u n ta in  to  b e  clim bed, 
a lth o u g h  I h ea rd  a  coup le o f p h ilis tin e s  
in  o u r  p a r ty  d o u b t w h e th e r  th e  
d ifficu lties o f th e  ascen t w ere w orth  it.

H is to ry  le sso n  4. A to u r  th ro u g h  
m o d e rn  Calais to Cap B lanc Nez b u t v ia 
th e  Tbur du Guet, a w atchtow er th a t

served as a lig h th o u se  u n til  1848, a WW 
II m o n u m e n t to  a 1940 rea rg u a rd  ac tio n  
by  th e  Rifle Brigade, a V auban Fort, an d  
B le rio t Plage, a ll to  a n  ex c e llen t 
com m en tary .

A sw itch  from  lessons to  c o n te m ­
p o ra ry  F ren ch  life. L unch. T he m eal was 

h e ld  a t A L 'Escale 
a lo n g  th e  co ast ju s t  
pas t Cap B lanc Nez, a 
fish  re s ta u ra n t w hich  
la id  o n  p le n ty  o f w ine. 
T he p a r ty  grew  jo llie r  
by  th e  m in u te  a n d  one 
soul w ho h ad  p rob lem s 
com ing  to te rm s w ith  
th e  e a r ly  s ta r t  a p ­
p e a re d  as i f  re b o rn . 
The food was excellent, 
p a r tic u la rly  th e  fish.

An afte r lu n c h  n a tu ra l 
h is to ry  lesson. At th e  
M arb le  M useum  o u r  
g u id e  to ld  u s m e rry  
folk th e  full s to ry  o f 
how  th e  m a rb le  was 
la id  dow n a n d  how  
m a n y  m illio n s  o f years 

la te r  it  was q u a rr ied  a n d  p rep a re d  for 
ou r use. I was s tru ck  by  th e  b ea u ty  o f th e  
p o lish ed  m a rb le  w ith  its b row n  p a tte rn s  
an d  w horls. O n th e  way b ack  to Calais 
we stopped  to  see a w ork ing  q u a rry  to 
com ple te  th e  lesson.

T he C alais a rea  has  m u c h  o f in te re s t 
fo r D ovorians, p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith  th e  
h is to ric  lin k s  betw een  o u r tow ns. T his 
was a v isit th a t  was b o th  en joyable a n d  
in fo rm ativ e . T he o u tin g  was a ll th e  
m o re  c o n v iv ia l fo r th e  e x c e llen t 
co m p an y  a n d  o u r th a n k s  a re  due to 
Jo a n  L iggett a n d  Leo W righ t fo r 
o rg a n is in g  th e  t r ip  a n d  to  G eorges 
Fauquet w ho ac ted  as o u r guide.

D id I c la rify  m y odd ideas abou t ou r 
m o n a rc h s  o f years gone by? I th in k  it's  
bes t to  keep  illu sio n s a n d  n o t le t too 
m a n y  facts get in  th e  way. A nyw ay 
school lessons w ere never as good as 
this!


