
The two East Cliff cave cottage pictures are 
reproduced courtesy of Dover Museum. The 
author would like to thank the staff of the 
Centre for Kentish Studies (CKS), Dover 
Library and Dover Museum for their help 
and support in  researching the archives 
referred to in this article.
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EXCURSION  
TO RAMSGATE

Leo 
Wright

The Society tr ip  to Ram sgate 
certain ly  lived up to the prom ises 
(see new sletter No.31), an d  th a t 
despite Saturday 13th June being 
one of the wettest days of 1998.

Professor May had shown his paces 
w hen he talked to us in  January. 
This day he very adroitly  used the 
parked coach and  occasional sorties 
betw een the  showers to show us 
Ramsgate and  to leave us w ith the 
wish to re tu rn  at m ore leisure.

We found m em ones — and  
m onum ents - to Augustus Pugin and 
h is son Edward's terraces, Van Gogh, 
no t to m en tion  the Rom ans and St 
Augustine. And why a Royal 
H arbour? King Billy (in  costum e) 
spoke to us in  the Sailors' Church. 
We m ust go to Ramsgate again on 
one of the sum m er days w hen they 
have costum ed perform ers narra ting  
m ore of the glories of the Regency, 
an ti-N apoleonic wars an d  Gothic 
Revival town.

Joan Ligget's organisation was as 
usual im peccable and the skill of 
Professor May left us w anting to 
re tu rn  an d  stro ll about m ore of 
Ramsgate's V ictorian past. Not that, 
as C hairm an  of the  Ram sgate 
Society, he did no t also convince us 
tha t he, like we, in  the Dover Society, 
is w orking to preserve w hat is worth 
p reserv ing  from  the  p ast — the 
Italian  Conservatory, the Casino or 
the M ontefiore Synagogue - and  to 
prom ote h igh standards in  w hat is 
p lanned  for the future.


