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frh e Objectives 0 / ]  
the Dover Society

founded in 1988.

• to prom ote high standards of 
p lann ing  and  architecture

• to in terest and inform  the 
pub lic  in  the  geography, 
history, archaeology, natural 
history and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, developm ent and 
im provem ent of features of 
historic or public in terest

• and com m itm ent to the belief 
tha t a good env ironm ent is a 
good investm ent.

The area we cover com prises 
th e  parishes or w ards of 
Barton, Buckland, Castle,
Lydden, Tfemple Ewell,
M axton, P ineham , Priory,
River, St. Radigund's, Tbwn &
Pier and  Tbwer Hamlets.

All m em bers receive th ree  
Newsletters a year and  in each 
year the Com m ittee organises 
about ten  in teresting  events -  
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
M eetings an d  usually  a 
Christm as Feast.

The Society gives Awards for 
im provem ents to the  area, 
m onitors p lan n in g  proposals 
and  supports, jo in s  in  or 
in itia te s  civic p ro jects an d  

events.arts

Editorial.____

Th is  is s u e  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  
incorporates a new feature, a centre 
four page pull-out section. On the first 
of these pages is the Agenda for the A nnual 

General M eeting on 27 April. The o ther three 
pages contain in form ation  about the sum m er 
outings and three booking slips for the trips 
in  May, June and  July. As usual, there will be 
no further rem inders of these trips, so please 
read these pages carefully and book early to 
help your Social Secretary, Joan Liggett.

The sum m er trips are likely to be as 
popular as ever. The first one, in  May, will be 
guided by Dick and  Dorothy Bolton and, as it 
provides a follow-up to th e ir  ta lk  last 
November, prom ises to be an  in teresting  tour 
of the churches of Romney Marsh. In  June 
there is a guided tour of Ramsgate, led by 
Brian May and  h is wife, Brenda, of the 
Ramsgate Society, who gave a talk  to the 
Society on Ja n u a ry  1998. The Ju ly  tr ip  
explores the town of Calais and, after lunch  at 
Escalles, the Marble and  Geological Centre at 
nearby Rinxent.

There is no booking slip for the tr ip  on 
the sailing barge “Mirosa", as num bers are 
restricted to 12, so if you are in terested in  this 
trip , please telephone Joan  Liggett.

The Agenda is for the  Tenth A nnual 
General Meeting, so th is is som ething of an  
anniversary  too. The speaker th is year is 
A rthu r Percival. H is ta lk  is en titled , 
"Conservation: From New Zealand to Japan  
via Sydney and  Penang".

W hen you read the Agenda you will notice 
two m ajor changes in  the list for Election of 
Officers. Mr. Jack Woolford is re tiring  as 
C hairm an to be succeeded by Mr. Jerem y 
Cope, and  Mrs. Jenn ifer Gerrard is re tiring  as 
Treasurer, her place to be taken by Captain M. 
H. Weston. The contribu tion  Jack has m ade 
to the Society during his ten  years in  office is 
incalculable; he has fulfilled h is role as 
C hairm an w ith adm irable tenacity, strength 
and  aplom b and  a t fu ture  m eetings h is



con tro llin g  p resence w ill be sorely 
missed. Jenn ife r has held the post of 
Treasurer for three years, has perform ed 
her task adm irably and  she will also be 
g reatly  m issed by the  com m ittee. 
However, we are sure they have worthy 
successors.

From the Agenda list, you will also 
notice th a t there are vacancies for the 
post of C hairm an  of the  P lan n in g  
Com m ittee (created by Jerem y's move 
to the C hairm anship), for an  Archivist 
and for two m ore com m ittee mem bers.

The ten th  year of the Society seems to 
be an  occasion for "Retiritus", w ith A.F. 
"Budge" Adams giving up his job as page- 
setter a t the  sam e tim e. Budge has 
a lready  given us h is "farewell" in  
Newsletter 30 and  the im pact this will 
have on the Society is reinforced by the 
letter from  Philom ena Kennedy in  this 
issue. However, he stays in  the 
background as adviser and  friend and 
has w ritten  an  article for the curren t 
issue, called "In the  Beginning", a 
reflection, I surmise, of the way in  which 
he m ay feel after his release from  the 
thraldom  of the thrice-yearly Newsletter!

In  the  m ean tim e  I have been  
grappling w ith m y com puter and, w ith 
the aid of Jam es Adams, of Adams the 
Printers, hope to keep up the standards 
of previous Newsletters, although, as 
Philom ena has been quick to p o in t out 
in  her letter, our p rin tin g  costs will have 
increased substantially. We have been 
fortunate in  obtaining the support of a 
few m ore advertisers an d  always 
welcome support in  th is way. If any new 
m em ber would like to p lace an  
advertisem ent in  the Newsletter, please 
contact Bruce Lilley on Dover 205 254 
for m ore inform ation.

Since our last publication  we have to 
report successful m eetings each m onth, 
the Christm as Feast at Dover College 
Refectory, the two talks a t the January  
m eeting and  the W ine and  Wisdom in  
February. The last of these, the Wine

and  Wisdom evening, hosted by Clive 
Tkylor, did no t attract quite as m any 
people as in  previous years, having only 
n in e  tables. However, those who did 
a tten d  found the  questions as 
challenging as ever, the D ingbats as 
in trigu ing  and  the Ploughm an's and  
W ine in  the  in te rva l even m ore 
appetising. The w inning  team , as usual, 
walked off w ith th e ir engraved tum blers, 
a prize  coveted by all regu lar 
participants. We are grateful to Clive 
T&ylor and  his team  for th e ir annual 
undertak ing  of th is event. They do the 
job so well. Thanks also to Joan  Liggett 
and  h er team  for the organisation.

Our centre section th is tim e focuses 
on River, w ith  a review of Douglas 
Welby's excellent new book, "Reflections 
of River", and  a le tter and  two articles 
connected w ith the area. I have chosen 
an  illustration from  the book for our 
front cover.

We thank  Lisa Webb, of Dover District 
Council Tburism D epartm ent, for her 
detailed advance inform ation on this 
year's Dover Festival, 23-30 May, entitled 
"Coastal Landscapes". A full program m e 
of events will be available from the usual 
outlets from 1 April. Please consider 
w riting  to the  Newsletter w ith your 
reports and opinions of any Festival 
events w hich you attend. Maybe you will 
visit H.M.S. Brave, back in  Dover after its 
Atlantic voyage; go on a seashore Safari; 
fly a kite on the Heights; or walk to Deal 
and re tu rn  by fishing boat.

With the p lans to build  a second 
Cruise Term inal and  the festival them e 
of "Coastal Landscapes", the  next 
New sletter will, inevitably, co n ta in  
m uch about Dover's association w ith 
the sea. If any m em ber can contribute 
re la ted  artic les the  E ditor w ill be 
pleased to receive them .

Sincere thanks to all our contributors 
and  advertisers and best wishes to all 
our readers.

THE EDITOR



The work o f the

PLANNING
Sub-Committee

Reported by JEREMY COPE, Chairman

CARS, CYCLES, PEDESTRIANS ET AL 
An Integrated Transport Policy (ITP) is 
now a fashionable subject in many 
quarters. Do we face being overwhelmed by 
the num ber of cars on our roads 
particularly with a projected increase in 
Kent of 139% over the next 20 years? In 
general terms the Planning sub committee 
thinks so and that the growth has a 
nightmare element to it. However at the 
same time we recognise that we all both 
want the convenience of motor cars and 
recognise their necessity in maintaining 
our standard of living. It is against this 
background that we have been pitching in 
with our "greenish" but I hope, sensible 
views on transport matters.

Following on from last issue's report our 
views on an ITP have been submitted to the 
Government and copied to our MP and 
DDC. We believe in greater car sharing and 
more alternatives including better public 
transport and cycle lanes. We want more 
effective use made of motor transport so 
that we may hand on a safer, less polluted 
world to our children and grandchildren.

DDC is now considering taking over the 
control of on-street parking from the 
police. Changes in legislation mean that 
they may do so and keep any revenue from 
parking fees and penalties. At present the 
Police lack the resources to properly 
enforce regulations which results in misery 
for both car users and the public in general. 
John Clayton and Bob Kersey came to 
explain DDC's thinking and to get our 
views. It was a very interesting exchange 
with our overall conclusion in favour of 
DDC taking over enforcement of parking 
regulations but as part of making local 
transport work better. Oh dear! there we go 
again, an ITP.

LISTED BUILDINGS AND PRESERVING 
THE BEST OF OUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 
In the last issue I reported on our 
support for the demolition of the ugly 
link corridor at the Admiralty Pier. 
The application for permission to 
demolish the corridor has been 
withdrawn which perhaps shows that 
it is as difficult to get rid of what is old 
but ugly as to protect what is good.

A battle now looms with a demand for 
several telecommunication towers to be 
erected to service mobile phones. Should 
you want to see what the problem is about, 
look at the telecommunication tower next 
to DDC's offices at Whitfield. The problem 
is made much worse because telephone 
companies want to place masts in the 
highest and most visibly intrusive 
situations to achieve the maximum 
coverage for their customers. Dover's 
topography probably requires more masts 
than flatter areas. We have objected to the 
current proposal to erect a 25 metre mast 
above River in a designated area of 
outstanding natural beauty and close to a 
SSSI. A resubmission of an application for a 
mast on the Western Heights has been 
made. Both masts are seen in the same 
setting as ancient monuments or listed 
buildings. Government policy is to 
encourage phone companies to cover the 
countryside with these masts but for Dover 
the impact is greater than for most areas. 
We may well have to accept some masts but 
can we please have the maximum amount 
of mast sharing to give us the minimum 
numbers of towers which incidentally 
coincides with DDC policy. What about 
better designs that mean we do not have to 
put up with the down right ugly!

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
I was more than happy to hear a report that 
the Society had been described as a 
nuisance for being concerned about the 
design of a building. I can only feel that 
this is a sign of success. As a committee we 
are happy to accept change but please no 
more Burlington Houses.

An application was recently made to 
demolish Marine Court and replace it with



a 95 bedroom Hotel. This is one of our 
foremost first impressions sites for visitors. 
Whilst the front facing the sea had been 
given careful thought, the rear facing onto 
Tbwnwall Street had been ignored. This is 
the side seen by most people and arguably 
as important. The application has been 
withdrawn and I can only hope we shall get 
a new proposal that does justice to the site.

The old Castlemount School site is 
currently being redeveloped with high 
quality houses but I had previously 
reported our opposition to the addition of 
flats to this development on the grounds 
that they did not harm onise with the 
surrounding buildings including the listed 
Victoria Park. The application has now 
been resubmitted with an improved design 
and whilst not entirely happy we have 
withdrawn our objections subject to a 
perm anent tree screen and better traffic 
management in T&swell Street.

English Heritage's proposed Castle car 
park is a thoughtful design with plenty of 
tree cover which should reduce the visual 
impact on the surrounding countryside to a

minimum. However the road safety aspect 
must be addressed. Without changes the 
increased traffic poses dangers for the Sea 
Cadets HQ and to the neighbouring 
sheltered housing on Upper Road. The 
location will not help to bring castle 
visitors into Dover and this also needs to be 
addressed.

We welcome the acquisition of Old Park 
Barracks by Dover Harbour Board but had 
reservations about the recent outline 
planning application. The road access 
needs further thought to safeguard domestic 
property from 24 hour traffic noise. A direct 
link to the A256 junction may provide a 
solution. Any developments near the edge 
of the escarpment overlooking Dover must 
be screened by trees. We have more than 
enough buildings that spoil the skyline. Oh 
by the way Dover Harbour Board, how about 
a super gesture for the Millennium. Why 
not dedicate the tree-lined slopes of Old 
Park for the use of the townspeople?

A final reminder. If any reader has views 
or comments on planning matters please 
do let me know.

THE LOCAL PLAN
The Dover Society continues to watch and to com m ent on successive versions of 

the Dover District Local Plan. As always we try  to balance our environm ental 
p riorities w ith Dover's econom ic needs.

In our current submission, with what was the Farthingloe Camp for Channel TUnnel 
workers in mind, we urge that Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty should have over
riding precedence over development proposals, and similarly that the White Cliffs 
Business Park should have development priority over other possible sites. In case there 
should be another Bronze Age Boat awaiting discovery we say that development sites 
"must", not "may", have archaeological investigation, just as we assert that the destruction 
of hedgerows "must", not "may", cause ecological damage.

We m aintain that Kent is not self-sufficient in water supply, query the assertion that the 
infrastructure for the import of water exists, and advocate both metering and stricter 
licensing of abstraction by water authorities. We query the omission of the old Dover 
Harbour Station and the Slipway from the list of buildings meriting preservation, and we 
query Dover's need for more high quality office development at the Western Docks. We also 
correct proof reading slips and point out that "tourist accommodation" and "residential 
development" are not synonymous.

Basically, however, our comments merely underline and attempt to strengthen Dover 
District Council's increasing commitment to environmental concern, which we endorse 
and applaud. We do not envisage appearing as Counsel for the Prosecution at the ensuing 
Public Inquiry.



Membership News Membership Secretary

SPRING 1998 SUBSCRIPTONS ARE NOW  DUE
If you do no t already pay by standing order, and  please ask m e for a form  if you 

would like to do so, I shall be grateful for your paym ent as soon as convenient. The 
am ount rem ains at £10 jo in t for 2 m em bers living at the same address or £6 single. 
It is particu larly  im portan t for us to m ain ta in  our existing m em bership because 
there have been no new m em bers since our last Newsletter. It is the first tim e tha t 
th is has happened  and  does no t bode well as we en ter our 10th year. With a sound 
m em bership base the Society has credibility and, w ith a period of change ahead, the 
com m ittee needs th a t strength to act w ith confidence. Please try  to introduce "new 
blood" and, above all, continue your own m em bership.

At presen t the m em bership stands at 431.
<o> ^  ^  ^

D uring the year we have sadly recorded the deaths of Mrs J  Naylor, Mrs J  U llm ann, 
Mrs V Goodburn, Mr F M artin and  Mr M Sartin.

Letter to the Editor
I  read with great interest the page by Budge Adams entitled "Farewell but not 

Goodbye" in Newsletter 30.
The Dover Society owes an enormous debt o f gratitude to Budge for his 

enthusiasm and dedication to the concerns o f the Society, his great experience in 
printing, his subtle feeling for design and typography, his unrivalled knowledge of 
Dover, his wide interests and his high standards. In addition, it should be said, 
Budge has saved the Society a sizeable slice o f its funds, although, especially in the 
early days, it could not possibly have afforded such an impressive Newsletter.

The job o f first Editor was thrust upon me at one o f the earliest committee 
meetings. I  undertook it with great trepidation as I  had absolutely no experience o f 
editing anything, little idea o f how to go about it and only a hazy conception o f 
deadlines. Budge has been much too kind about m y amateur efforts.

The Newsletters at that time were run o ff on a copier and stapled by the printing  
department o f Dover Harbour Board as a temporary measure.

Budge introduced him self to me at one o f the Society's Christmas feasts and we 
had a fascinating chat about Dover. Some time later he offered to take over the 
printing and production o f the Newsletter. This seemed an excellent idea to the 
Committee, as well as to me, and in September 1990 the Society had an enviable, 
professional-looking magazine with a new format.

Knowing how much time and energy is absorbed by publication, in 1991, after 
three issues with the new format, I  realised that I  had to give up the editorship, 
although I would miss the interest and pleasure o f working with Budge.

Since September 1991, with an experienced editor, a journal has been produced 
o f which any Society would be proud. Fortunately, the Newsletter remains in your 
capable hands, Merril, with Budge in the background as Printer (and much more)
Emeritus. Philomena Kennedy



Hands Across the Channel
-LEO W RIGHT.

CROSS-CHANNEL CONTACTS have gone on during the w inter season. As reported 
elsewhere we were very pleased to welcome six officers of Calais Accueil and  
l'Association France-Grande-Bretagne to our Christm as Feast.

On 24 January  seven of us and 
tw enty-eight m em bers of the 
Dover Choral Society (Conductor:
M ichael Foad, Dover Society 
m em ber) attended the New Year 
D inner of the Association France- 
Grande-Bretagne at the Casino de 
Calais.

This en ta iled  tak ing  the 
3.00p.m. crossing and  return ing  
by the 1.00a.m. from Calais, so 
tha t we could get to bed, tired  but 
happy, at 3.15a.m. Not quite the 
longest day, but well worth it.

Michael had prepared a pro
gram m e to precede the dinner, 
illustrating the history of English 
music from early Church m usic 
to the Beatles - in  one hour! The 
chorus and  soloists were of a very 
high standard and the audience 
(and the press notices the next 
day) were very appreciative.

The concert was followed by 
the aperitif and (French-need one 
say more?) d inner and dancing, 
though les Anglais had to leave in  
tim e to catch the ferry, to which 
we were expertly piloted.

Invitations are, of course, to 
the Dover Society bu t it is not 
possible to distribute a special 
circu lar a t short notice to all 
members. Therefore, if m em bers 
who would like to a ttend future 
functions of this k ind  in  France 
will drop m e a note or give me 
th e ir  nam es at one of our 
m eetings I w ill keep them  
inform ed. T here 's p len ty  of 
English spoken or you can 
exercise your French.

Not quite all twenty-eight members of the Dover Choral Society at 
the Casino de Calais. At the far right Michael Foad, Conductor, and 
to his right, Mesdames Coffey and Tailliez-Bouriez, Vice-President 
and President of L’Association France-Grande-Bretagne.

------------- 7 PRESS CU TTIN G --------------
Association France-Grande- Bretagne 

Bravo aux amis de Douvres
Pour leur traditionnel banquet annuel de I’an nouveau les 
responsables et membres de L'Association France-Grande- 
Bretagne avaient eu I’excellente idee d’inviter dans la cite 
des Six-bourgeois leurs amis de la chorale de Douvres. 
C’est dans les salons du casino qu’une centaine de convives 
ont pu ainsi, aux cotes de Mme Denise Tailliez presidente de 
France-Grande-Bretagne, de M. Fayeulle vice-president et 
de Mme Anne Coffey secretaire, apprecier les chants 
interprets par les quelque 26 choristes qul etaient venus a 
Calais et qui representaient le huitieme de ‘effectif total de la 
chorale de Douvres.

Une formation placee sous la direction de M. Michael 
Foad qui, I’autre soir, etait presentee aux membres de 
I’association France-Grande-Bretagne par M. Leon Wright, 
le sympathique secretaire de la “Dover Society”. La Chorale 
de Douvres, qui rassemble 200 chanteurs et chanteuses, 
s’est produite en 1997 4 fois a Londres a I’occasion de 
grands concerts.

Une bien agreable soiree pour tous les convives puisque 
apres les chansons tous ont pu deguster un savoureux 
repas de fete. Des liens amicaux nouveaux se sont ainsi 
tisses entre les membres des deux associations. Les 
Calaisiens, membres de France-Grande-Bretagne ont pu 
apprecier une fois encore tout le dynamisme qul animait 
leurs responsables. B.B.



PROJECTS s UpdateX
JOHN OWEN, Chairman, Projects Sub-Committee \

Esso National Tree Week
-------------26 November -  7 December 1997

THE TREE 
COUNCIL

LANDM ARK TREES 1997

A s Autum n approached our thoughts tu rned  once again to the tree-planting 
projects the Society has organised over the years, using m em ber volunteers and 
local youth organisations, as recorded in  past Newsletters. Our m ost recent 

tree-planting project was at St. M artin 's Em m aus at Archcliffe Fort during March 
1997, w ith the help of Dover Cadets and was nam ed O peration Conservation 1997.

During National Tree Week, (26 November - 7 Decem ber 1997), Society volunteers 
followed up the March p lan ting  and  found only a few failures in  spite of the very dry 
summer. We renewed saplings as necessary and  added extra in  places, a total of 
tw enty in  all. As a feature adjacent to the hedge, we p lan ted  a forsythia bush which 
will hopefully give some colour th is spring.

National Tree Week, which annually  focuses our a tten tion  on our heritage of trees, 
th is year had as its them e "Landm ark Trees", loosely defined by the Tree Council as 
"any trees which are special or im portan t to us".

We have special Society trees in  and  around Dover and, as we indeed rate them  as 
im portant, they were duly visited by a group of m em bers on Sunday 7 December. 
First, fortified by hot coffee, we inspected the two hundred  trees p lan ted  in  
Lousyberry Wood in  1990 and  noted th a t all were growing successfully.

Then, th is being the last day of N ational Tree Week 1997, we went on to Lydden 
Pond where we viewed the weeping willow (salis alba tristis) p lan ted  by C hairm an 
Jack Woolford in  1991, assisted by the children of Lydden County Prim ary School. 
The willow, thriv ing  and  still in  leaf, presented a wonderful sight in  the brigh t w inter 
sunshine. We noted, w ith satisfaction, tha t the pond was full and  the guardrail 
renewed.

W hen th is  A utum n 
comes, why no t collect 
seed from  your favourite 
tree, grow it in to  a 
seedling and  p la n t it 
out, in  garden  or
countryside, as a
personal co n trib u tio n  
for the m illennium .

Some tips:- p lan t a 
variety of seeds (some 
germ inate m ore easily 
than  others); p lan t deep; 
or pu t in  pots u nder 
cover as protection from 
hungry  wildlife! Dover Society Tree People at Ease.



WINDOW DISPLAY IN  TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, DOVER
The Society acknowledges the valuable publicity opportunity  provided by the new 
Dover Tbwn Council by m aking space available in  the window of its office Castle Street.

As the local am enity  society the Dover Society has been  able to publicise its 
activities and  m em bership  details, together w ith a selection of photographs 
depicting successful projects involving m em ber volunteers, local cadets and  schools. 
The display ran  for some weeks before Christm as and again for a m onth  in  the new 
year.

We have been able to achieve shop-window publicity  outlets on two previous 
occasions by using an  em pty shop, as m em bers m ay recall, bu t at no tim e is th is an  
easy project to pu t together, relying, as it does, on the tact and  goodwill of the m any 
parties involved. In  both  cases, (D icken's Corner, M arket Square, and  Walter's, King 
Street) all the concerned landlords, estate agents and  the Dover District Council 
showed excellent understanding of w hat the Society was try ing  to achieve.

We are therefore especially grateful for the presen t arrangem ent w ith the Tbwn 
Council and  hope to repeat the project at regular intervals in  the future.

PROJECT SUPPORT GROUP
Members are invited to jo in  our sm all bu t select group. M any of you have done so by 
filling in  the appropriate section on the new application forms. Our aim  is to ensure 
tha t our projects are successful. It gets us together for a few hours now and  again to 
share experiences in  the local env ironm ent which o ther m em bers do no t enjoy. 
Please contact John  Owen 01304 202 207

Emmaus - Steady Progress TERRY SUTTON

Steady progress continues to be m ade 
on the  conversion of dere lic t 

bu ild ings a t A rchcliffe Fort for St. 
M artin 's Emmaus. Already up to n ine  
Com panions, at any one time, are living 
and  w orking there. The final m ajor task 
is being undertaken  and  w hen th a t is 
com pleted, probably  la te r th is  year, 
there will be accom m odation for m ore 
th an  20 Com panions. This latest task is 
the conversion into flats of the first floor 
of the  old V ictorian  b a rrack  block. 
Much of the work is being carried  out by 
the Com panions themselves.

They have already played a m ajor 
part in  the conversion of the ground 
floor of the  V ictorian  b lock  in to  
residential accom m odation, kitchens, a 
com m unal din ing room, a lounge and  a 
quiet room. We are really proud of what 
has been acheived here.

By m id-January  m ore th an  £376,000 
(towards the orig inal target of £400,000) 
had  been collected or prom ised, bu t the 
m anagem ent com m ittee now accepts 
th a t the final com pletion figure could 
be in  the  reg ion  of £450,000. An 
application to the European Social Fund 
has been made.

Incom e from  the shop at Archcliffe 
Fort con tin u es to he lp  towards the  
ru n n in g  expenses of the com m unity. 
This incom e averages ju st under £600 a 
week. More shoppers- and  Item s sold in  
the shop recently  range from  a ship's 
wheel to paintings, fu rn iture  and  china.

Dover Society m em bers, m ain ly  John  
Owen and  Joe H arm an, have p lan ted  
m ore trees to create a screen inside the 
ancien t fort walls.

Offers please to 01304-204550. 
Em m aus will collect.



THE CHRISTMAS FEAST 1997......l e o w r j g h t

The Christm as Feast on the 13th Decem ber was the warm -hearted occasion it 
has always been - and  no t only because the heating  was on! The attendance 

was up to the usual num ber, approaching a hundred.
We could no t hear anything of the C hairm an's opening words - they never 

thought of accoustics in  1130 A.D. w hen the Refectory was bu ilt - bu t we knew  we 
were welcom ing the Mayor of Dover and  the French visitors from  the Calais 
Accueil and  the Association France-Grande Bretagne and  we did.

The Refectory has been im m aculately decorated and  cleaned, w ith appropriate 
chandeliers and  the one hundred  years of portraits re-hung. The new caterer has 
made his m ark  and the accueil of the waitresses was exemplary.

The only d isappoin tm ent was the absence of Roderick Spencer and  his singers, 
unavoidably engaged elsewhere. However, Ken Palm er and  Vice-President, Lilian 
Kay, at the shortest notice, led the singing of carols admirably. If the singing of 
The TWelve Days of Christm as was indeed a com petition, then  I th in k  our table 
won - bu t then, we had  Colonel Bolton, Captain Lefebre of Seafrance Renoir and 
Captain Levy on our table.

A splendid evening - thanks once again to Joan  and  Dick for all the ir efforts.

Of Creeks and Islands: th e January meeting
________________________________________________PETER BENNETT

KENT'S LONG DISTANCE FOOTPATH
- The Saxon Way - closely follows 
the shoreline of Roman Tim es for 

a distance of 140 miles.
In  our first talk  Christopher Wade, 

w ith the help of his own excellent slides, 
took us in  im agination  from Princess 
P ocahontas's tom b, in  St. George's 
Churchyard at Gravesend, to a pretty  
Regency terrace at H erne Bay.

Soon we were alongside Kent's first 
canal locks and  the ill-fated Gravesend 
to Chatham  Canal. By the tim e it was 
completed, its m ilitary  purpose, as a by
pass for the Tham es Estuary, was no 
longer relevant. It failed as a canal and 
now carries a railway track.

We changed direction for a better 
view and  took the high path, the Norrad, 
over Northward Hill, across the Hoo 
pen in su la , looking  down on P ip 's 
m arshes and  the b ird  sanctuary. At 
Cooling we saw the castle and  in  the 
churchyard  the m u ltip le  graves

m entioned  in  Great Expectations.
The Medway rep a ir yard, the  

yachting m arina  and  the W hittington 
Stones soon appeared, the  la tte r  
m arking a City of London boundary  
since 1204.

We paused  at the  West Door of 
Rochester C athedral to consider the  
origin of the Catapala tree w hich has 
stood (well, leaned!) there for 190 years, 
probably p lan ted  by a pious pilgrim .

The twists and  tu rns of the path  by 
the River Swale m ean tha t a seven m ile 
jo u rn ey  becom es tw enty  m iles 
following the creeks. Did you know  tha t 
K ing Jam es II was seized by fifty
fisherm en at E lm ley?.... and  w hat about
the Chetney Lazarette, an  uncom pleted 
quaran tine station?

C hristopher Wade's en thusiasm  
enlivened every m inute  of his talk. He is 
team  leader of KCC Rights of Way group 
and  h is w ork coincides w ith  h is 
interests.
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T here was a change in  th e  p ro 
gram m e for the evening, owing to the 
ill-health of the scheduled speaker. We 
were fortunate th a t Professor Brian May 
of the Ramsgate Society, and  his wife 
Brenda, were able to step in  to give the 
second talk. Their subject was "Ramsgate:

some problem s and  possibilities".
The Ramsgate Society is taking the 

lead, am ong several voluntary groups, in  
a program m e to revive the town, lb  focus 
the ir activities they have produced a 
paper to help define these "problems 
and possibilities."



Ramsgate in  the past was a watering 
place, a ttrac tin g  the  fam ous, 
fash ionable  and  royal v isitors who 
stayed in  e legan t Regency houses. 
Secondly, it has been im portan t as a 
port, and  garrison town in  w artim e 
since Napoleonic tim es and, thirdly, a 
popular fishing, yachting and  seaside 
resort in  peacetim e.

W hat are its key features today? asked 
Professor May.

While there is unem ploym ent and 
social and  econom ic deprivation, there 
are signs of regeneration of the port and 
ferry services and  of the infrastructure 
of co m m unica tions and  business. 
Finance is available, as it is a European 
Developm ent area.

He defined the problem s as follows: a 
poor image, low m orale and  confidence, 
local au thority  dom inance and  weak

pro jec t delivery. A m ong the  poss
ib ilities  he m en tio n ed  en lig h ten ed  
partnerships, revised values, destination 
attractions and  heritage priority.

The Ram sgate Society has been  
ru n n in g  a cam paign program m e yearly 
from 1996, build ing awareness of the 
tow n's heritage, founding  a tow n 
magazine, holding an  Image Survey and  
Image Award Scheme and, this year, a 
Revival Campaign.

Brenda showed slides of volunteers, 
suitably dressed, representing famous 
visitors or residents of the town, such as 
Jane Austen, V incent van Gogh and  
Elizabeth Fry, who have all appeared in  
the on-going sum m ertim e Costum ed 
Walks about Ramsgate.

Our C hairm an thanked  the speakers 
for th e ir excellent lectures and  Brenda 
for showing the slides.

DEADLINE
FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

The last date for the receipt of copy for issue 
No. 32 will be Monday 15th June.

The Editor w elcom es co n trib u tio n s and  
interesting drawings or photographs.

"Paper copy" should be typed  at double 
spacing - if  it m ust be hand  w ritten please 
write clearly and  at wide line spacing.

A ccurate fully  proof-read "copy" on 
com puter discs is m ost welcome - alm ost all 
types can be handled  - bu t a p rio r phone call 
to 01304 205254 to confirm  would be helpful.

Publication in the Newsletter does not imply 
the Society's agreement with any views 
expressed nor does the Society accept 
responsibility for any statements made. A ll  
published material remains the copyright o f its 
authors, artists or photographers.

Society Badges
The wearing of a Society 
Badge reminds the general 
public (who really do have 
eyes to see) that the Society 
is a viable and energetic 
non-political voice for 
Dover. The beautiful little 
enamelled Lapel or Brooch 
Badges are to Philomena 
Kennedy's original design, 
in black on a white ground, 
surrounded by a gold line 
defining the shape of the 
badge and are available 
from the Treasurer, in either 
type, for £2 post free.

Just contact the Treasurer, 
Jennifer Gerrard, at 77 
Castle Avenue, or phone her 
on 206579 (with a cheque or 
P.O. if possible) and she will 
very quickly ensure that a 
badge is in your hands.



Feature on  --------

RIVER
BOOK REVIEW

JACK WOOLFORD 
Reflections o f  River, 
the Kentish Village
by DOUGLAS WELBY

W ith  a strik ing ly  ap t hard  cover, 
reflecting the title in  Crabble Mill 

pond, beautifully prin ted  and lavishly 
illustrated in  both colour and black and 
white, Doug Welby's book is, as Fred 
Thomas says in  his foreword, "a labour of 
love". Published by Mr. Welby himself, a 
percentage of the profits on the book will 
go to River Conservation Society.

The book begins with a restrained 
account of the creation of River Parish 
Council in  1894, its demise in  1904 and 
rebirth  in  1987 and goes on to describe 
the rescue of River Recreation Ground 
from  housing developm ent. Reading 
between the lines is a delicate delight.

Then follows a rapid survey of the 
centuries, from the Domesday Book and 
earlier beginnings of River, Kearsney and 
Crabble, with explanatory references to 
courts, customs, places and  people: 
A rcher's Court, Old Park, Kearsney 
Manor, Kearsney Abbey; Claringboulds 
and  Fectors, Knockers, Pains and  
Pilchers; beating the bounds.

The au thor goes on to select key 
events in  the history of River and to 
describe them  in  vivid local detail. An 
account of the agrarian rebellion of the 
1830s is followed by one of the form ation 
of the River Conservation Society in  1985 
as a com m unity initiative to prevent 
fu rther destruction  of su rrounding  
woodland and to defend a right of way.

The water shortage problem  (still with 
us), the 1987 Great Storm and  the 
development of the Kearsney swannery 
from 1282 to 1996, omplete this section.

The "battle" of Coxhill Bridge in  1856, 
arising from disputes about turnpikes, 
was succeeded by rows about the havoc to 
footpaths caused by the com ing of the 
railway in  the 1860s. The spread of 
housing brought the tramway in  1905 
and its replacem ent by buses in  1936. 
Lewisham Road, M innis Lane and  
Coxhill Gardens were born  and grew 
before the Second World War and The 
Ridgeway, the  River Estate and  the 
acquisition of Bushy Ruff afterwards. The 
Channel lU nnel also figures: in  1882 
Kearsney Station was chosen as a starting 
poin t for tunnelling.

St. Radigund m erits and receives very 
detailed trea tm en t, archaeological as 
well as historical, including the siege of 
Dover in  1216 and  a long list of 
distinguished associates from Richard 1 
to H enry  VIII and  Elizabeth I. The 
history of the Parish Church, centring on 
restorations and extensions, has a wealth 
of fascinating detail, stopping short of 
current controversy. The Methodist and 
Baptist Churches are m ore briefly  
celebrated.

The developm ent of m illing  
technology and the history of Crabble 
corn m ills is described, including the 
accidental deaths of the  two young 
Pilchers, the bankruptcy of their father, 
the miller, and  the take-over by the 
M annerings. The change from water to 
steam  power shifted m illing  to the 
Buckland site. An account of the decline 
of Crabble and its rescue and restoration



Crabble Corn Mill

as a w orking m ill by the Cleary 
Foundation is also linked  w ith the 
creation of River Conservation Society in  
1985, and the subsequent creations of the 
Crabble Corn Mill Trust and the Friends 
of Crabble Mill. The long controversies 
w ith Dover D istrict Council, the 
successful pursuit of awards and funds, 
the achievements of working parties - in  
all of w hich the au tho r was deeply 
engaged - make an exciting story.

Fascinating details of paper-m aking 
technologies, precede the account of the 
six m ills on the Dour, their interlocking

problem s and their owners. 
Crabble, River, Bushy Ruff 
and  Buckland Mills are 
included.

The laborious scholar
ship involved in  amassing 
fragm ents of evidence from 
so m any sources is 
praiseworthy indeed. The 
River W orkhouse m erits 
sim ilar treat-m ent because 
the original m ansion (sic) 
survives in  Valley Road (its 
successor is now Buckland 
Hospital) , as do River Co
op, which dates from 1879, 
and  River School from  
1821. RG. Wodehouse was 
briefly a pupil at a private 
school called M alvern 
House. W here is the 
plaque?

The accounts of the 
two World Wars, necessarily 
brief, highlight otherwise 
unsung local heroes and 
heroisms. The section on 
local leisure (eg. hunting, 
cricket, tennis, bowling, 
rugby, soccer, carnivals and 
tugs-of-war) stresses the 
breakdow n of local 
isolation by the advent of 
railways, cycles and cars 
and  the com m unal self- 
help which created River 

Village Hall.
The au tho r obviously expresses 

personal opinions, no t all of which will 
com m and total assent, but this is both 
inevitable and stim ulating. Mr. Welby 
has provided a m iscellany of history and 
cooperative endeavour celebrating the 
growth of a community. We need to be 
rem inded of this in  order to ensure that 
it continues. It is the essence of 
civilisation.
Reflections of River; the Kentish Village. 1997. 
209pp. £15.00 D. Welby, 2 The Ridgeway, River, 
Dover CT17 0NX



LETTER TO THE EDITOR ~ Dendrology in Dover
Having read Owen Johnson's interesting 
article on Dendrology, published in your 
last issue, I  am at a loss to find any trees of 
great age or with any exceptional character 
in the Dover area. However, what we do 
have, in our three parks in Kearsney, is, in 
my opinion, one o f the finest collections o f 
deciduous trees in Kent. This is because 
each of the parks originally formed the 
grounds of a private house and, in the last 
century, people who built large country 
houses used to lay out the grounds in a 
splendid fashion and incorporate a large 
number of native trees.

Kearsney Abbey was never an abbey but 
a large private house. The name 'Abbey" 
sounded more pretentious than "House" 
and there was already a Kearsney Manor in 
the area. The grounds were laid out in 1822. 
After the second World War the house and 
grounds were bought by the then Dover 
Corporation and the house was demolished 
because it was riddled with wood worm and 
dry rot. The grounds then became a public 
park.

Russell Gardens were originally the 
ornamental gardens o f Kearsney Court, a 
large house built at the turn o f the century. 
Its spacious grounds were laid out by 
Thomas Mawson of Liverpool University, 
who was one o f the foremost landscape 
gardeners o f the time. The house was built 
on the hillside overlooking the Alkham  
Valley, but formal gardens were laid out at 
the foot o f the hill. They contain an 
artificial lake with water running under 
pergolas at each end. After World War Two 
the house was empty and the whole estate 
was bought by a private developer. He then 
sold these formal gardens to the Dover 
Rural District Council and they were 
named after a prominent local councillor, 
Alderman H.E.Russell.

Bushy Ruff was built about 1825. The 
grounds o f about 24 acres contain a lake 
and woods reaching to the the top o f the 
hill. The Dover District Council bought the 
house and land in 1974. The house is now 
a private nursing home and the grounds a 
public park. Howard Cleaves



THE GATE LODGES OF KEARSNEY COURT c. 1905. The road to the left is now called Alkham Road and passes the 
entrance to Bushy Ruff. Behind the high wall to the left are the grounds of Kearsney Abbey.

KEARSNEY COURT AND GROUNDS from the air, including what is now Russell Gardens. The ornamental 
lake and its pergola bridges, loved by countless children, can been seen in the bottom right-hand corner 
segment of the photograph.

From “River in the County of Kent” by John Roy. Published by River Village Hall Trust.



A  T h ird P a ir o f  M illstones is 
P u t to Work a t C ra b b le M ill

PAUL JARVIS

CRABBLE CORN MILL went out o f commercial business around 1890 and 
stood idle but preserved as a storage facility until the Mannering's m illing  
business stopped in  the early 1950s. The m ill was in itially taken over by 

the Cleary Foundation, and later by the Crabble Corn Mill Trust. The stones 
w hich are the subject of this report are the central pair o f five.

W ith two pairs of stones already  
working, the Trust decided tha t it would 
be a good th ing  to get the th ird  pair into 
w orking order after standing idle for 
over 100 years. The refurbishm ent is 
described here. To s ta rt w ith, the  
fu rn itu re  was d ism an tled  and  
examined. The hopper, horse and  casing 
were m ostly com plete bu t had suffered a 
sm all am ount of damage and  beetle 
attack, w hich had been treated. The 
shoe was in  poor con d itio n  and  
considered to be "time expired".

The hopper was cleaned and  m inor 
woodwork repairs carried  out to its 
lower parts. A spattle  was m ade to 
regulate the flow of grain  to the shoe, 
and  all worm holes filled w ith plaster, 
After being sanded, sealed and  pain ted  
w ith a couple of coats of varnish  stain 
the hopper looked alm ost as good as 
new.

The shoe was exchanged w ith a very 
well m ade one which belonged to the 
next door p a ir of stones, having a cut
away casing for dem o n stra tio n  
purposes. It was found to fit nicely, only 
needing the "rap", the block of wood 
against w hich the dam sel acts, to be 
moved to a w orking position. The shoes 
were therefore exchanged.

The horse was lightly  beetle attacked 
and  was treated  as for the hopper. A 
pulley wheel to guide the crook string

over the edge of the casing was m issing 
and  a new one m ade and  fitted.

The alarm  bell was m issing and  the 
wooden spindle on w hich it had been 
m o un ted  had  sp lit bad ly  an d  was 
unserviceable. A new spindle was m ade 
and  a sheet steel 'bell" fitted. It does no t 
ring  very well and  should be replaced 
w hen a suitable brass bell becom es 
available.

The casing was found to be sound but, 
again, w ith m ino r beetle attack. It was 
treated  as for the hopper and m ino r 
repairs carried  out to both  casing and 
floor-m ounted guides. W ith a new crook 
string, a tag and  string to operate the 
bell, and  a string to secure the grain 
control spattle, repairs to the furn iture  
were complete.

Below the stones, the original m eal 
chute guided the m eal into a screw 
conveyer, the first stage for taking the 
m eal to the sieves upstairs. A new chute 
was m ade to divert the wholem eal flour 
directly into a bag, keeping the original 
chute as p a rt of the historic equipm ent 
of the mill.

Some repair was needed to seal the 
upper (and  original) fixed p art of the 
chute where the m eal leaves the casing. 
Decay of the woodwork and indifferent 
carpentry  had created holes w hich had 
been sealed, apparen tly  in  the m ill's 
w orking days, w ith pieces of sacking



pressed into position. Repairs here were 
carried  out by using cloth, im pregnated 
w ith plaster, pressed round inside the 
chute. W hen set, th is has produced a 
nice clean dust-tight pa th  for the m eal 
to travel through while at the same tim e 
retain ing  as m uch as possible of the 
original millwork.

The ru n n e r  stone was lifted  and  
tu rned  over for inspection. The state of 
dressing on both  ru n n e r and bedstone 
(F rench  b u rrs) was found  to be 
unsatisfactory, basically  because the 
furrows were very shallow.

We had experience w ith the adjacent 
p a ir  of stones which "pasted" or filled 
the furrows on the outer several inches 
of d iam eter w ith  com pacted  flour, 
causing overheating of the meal, w hich 
em erged as com pressed flakes. 
Exam ination showed the furrows to be 
too shallow to allow sufficient a ir to pass 
through w ith the grain to carry away 
m oistu re  released  from  the  w heat 
during grinding. If th is dam pness is no t 
blown away, the m oisture can condense 
on to the cool stone w hich becom es 
sticky, causing the problem  described. 
The m oisture conten t of the w heat was 
about 15% w hich should have been  
satisfactory had  the stones been in  good 
order. D ressing the  stones, tak ing  
particu lar care to deepen the furrows 
brought grinding back to norm al.

It was therefore decided tha t dressing 
was needed to m ake sure the problem  of 
"pasting" would no t occur. Traditional 
m ethods of testing the stone w ith proof 
staff, p a in t staff and  raddle were used, 
the only m odern variation being to use 
tungsten carbide tipped m ill bills which 
ho ld  th e ir  sharp  edge m any  tim es 
longer th an  the trad itional tem pered 
steel bills. Curiously, a close inspection 
of the grinding faces showed th a t these 
stones m ust have last been dressed using 
a m illstone dressing m achine w ith a

diam ond cutter. The lands were covered 
by a p a tte rn  of m echanically  straight 
lines spaced very evenly at some 16 to 
the inch. What, we wondered, happened  
to the dressing m achine? Probably went 
for scrap. Dressing completed, atten tion  
was paid  to the spindle bearings. The 
spindle was lifted from the brass pot 
bearing  at its lower end, which was 
found to be in  excellent condition with 
a deep oil groove presen t to lubricate 
the  lower hem ispherica l end  of the 
spindle.

The all-iron stone nu t and  its jacking 
gear together w ith the bridge tree and 
ten tering  equipm ent were all found to 
be in  good cond ition , need ing  no 
a tten tio n  o th er th a n  c learing  and  
lubricating. The bearing  in  the neck of 
the bedstone was cleaned and  exam ined 
and  found to be in  a virtually  as-new 
cond ition . It consists of two brass 
segm ents and  a brass tipped "grease 
wedge" set in  a cast-iron bearing  block 
wedged into the eye of the bedstone. The 
wedges were all secure. Some shim m ing 
of the brass segm ents was needed to get 
the spindle ru n n in g  nicely.

The iro n  "hackle plate" over the  
bearing  which keeps out grain and  dirt, 
was m issing, so a new one was made. 
The four original screws having becom e 
"tim e-expired' were replaced by new 
ones specially tu rned  up and  threaded. 
Instead of the trad itional leather sealing 
washer over the bearing, a seal m ade 
from  from  a vinyl flooring cut-off was 
made. The behaviour of a sim ilar seal 
on the second pa ir of stones has been 
encouraging, bu t its effective life as a 
seal m ateria l is yet to be determ ined. 
Before securing the hackle plate a wick 
was m ade from  some unravelled rope, 
saturated w ith oil and  secured between 
two brass segm ents to assist w ith neck 
bearing  lubrication.

W hile w orking on the top bearing,



the level of the bedstone was checked 
using the original "gable" belonging to 
the m ill and  found satisfactory. A newly 
m ade " jackstaff' w ith its feather was 
used to check th a t the  spindle was 
accurately "square" w ith the bedstone 
face, the ru n n e r stone was then  replaced 
and  its static balance checked as OK. 
F inally  a tte n tio n  was given to the  
damsel, the iron  bridge bar set across 
the eye of the ru n n e r stone was found to 
have a circular ra ther th an  the m ore 
usual square extension on to w hich the 
lower end of the dam sel is fitted, the was 
no t a dam sel in  the m ill w hich fitted 
this, bu t a broken one was found. This 
was repaired  w ith a fabricated bottom  
end  w hich fitted  the  bridge b a r 
satisfactorily.

All was now ready for testing. Was 
every th ing  rea lly  in  good w orking 
order? We would soon fin d  out. A 
m odest am ount of wheat was pu t in  the 
hopper, the shoe filled and  a quantity

pu t into the eye of the ru n n e r stone to 
give things a start, and  the stone nu t 
engaged.

Tim e to hold one's b reath  as water 
was pu t on to the wheel. No need to get 
excited, the stones started to grind  as 
though they had  never had  a day's, let 
alone a hundred  years, rest, the only 
th ings needing  ad justm en t were the 
pivot points on the ten tering  governor's 
steelyard to ensure th a t grinding quality 
rem ain ed  co n stan t w hen  the  m ill 
changed speed. The first grindings were 
of course discarded, as they contained a 
no ticeable am o u n t of g rit from  the 
freshly-dressed stones, and, w hen they 
had  been cleaned out, the stones went 
in to  p ro duction  m aking  organic  
wholem eal flour.

(This article previously appeared in the Wind 
and Watermill Newsletter, No. 69, October 1996. 
We thak Paul Jarvis for his permission to 
reproduce it here.)

HEAVY RAINFALL HELPS 
OUR RIVER DOUR JOE HARMAN

THE RIVER CAME FROM SPRINGS th a t rose at W aters-end ju st no rth  of Tfemple 
Ewell. The nam e Ewell m ean t a spring or a river source in  Old English. The 
stream  form ed the W atersend Lake and ran  through the village, where it 

powered a m ill and on through a lake in  the grounds of Kearsney M anor to drive 
ano ther m ill. From there it passed under the road to jo in  water com ing from  the 
Allkham  valley.

The spring above Chilton Farm w hich fed the A lkham  stream  was fairly constant 
and  it is shown on an  estate m ap of 1774. There was sufficient flow in  it to bu ild  a 
paper m ill at Bushy Ruff in  about 1792. W hen th is paper m ill was pu t up for sale in  
1847 the description m entioned  a p lentifu l supply of water from  springs. It appears 
tha t an  extra storage lake was excavated on the no rth  side of the A lkham  Valley road 
to supplem ent the supply to the south of the Alkham  Road. This new lake was fed 
from  the spring below Chilton Farm w hich m ight still flow even if the h igher spring 
dried up. The flow of water in  the valley always increased if there had been p len ty  of 
ra in  in  the w in ter part of the year.

The owners of the Tfemple Ewell Mill, w hen they found th a t th e ir supply was no t 
constant, pu t a stationary  engine in  the build ing now used by the D.O.D.S. to pum p 
up sufficient water for th e ir needs.



We have seen the lakes dry up each year now since 1990 and the local water 
com pany has been blam ed for abstracting too m uch water, bu t th is happened  first at 
the tu rn  of the century, w hen bore-holes were sunk at Lye Oak off the Swanton Lane. 
The local com pany was b lam ed w hen W atersend Lake dried up. In  fact, the bore
holes did no t produce m uch water and  they were m ore or less abandoned. Could this 
have been due to lack of rain?

W hen the A lkham  Valley Lakes dried up in  this decade the wildlife moved on and 
Bushy Ruff and  the Russell Gardens lost some of th e ir attraction. Then in  1996 
Folkestone and  Dover Water Com pany decided to pum p from  the new bore-hole on 
the south side of the road and a generator was h ired  to ru n  the pum p. A pipe was 
pushed u n d er the road 
and  an  outlet provided 
near the top spring north  
of the road in  Bushy Ruff.
This created a reasonable 
flow at the top end but 
the lake did no t fill up 
and  no w ater cam e 
th rough  to Russell 
Gardens.

In November 1997 it 
was decided to do some 
clay puddling to seal the 
bottom  of the lake. On 
November 26th a portion  
of the lake was excavated 
and  and  clay was 
delivered bu t the hole had 
w ater in  it, suggesting 
tha t the water table was 
rising after some rainfall.
The next day an  
unsuccessful a ttem pt was 
m ade to pum p the p it dry bu t the m achine sunk in  and had to be towed out.

All was no t lost however for six lost sheep arrived and  were pu t in  a pen  w ith straw 
on top of some clay. They were supposed to tread it in  bu t all I saw them  doing was 
eating the straw.

Then it ra ined  bu t by the tim e the invited guests came, late m orning, it was fine 
again. A few days la ter the water rose and  everything disappeared beneath  the 
ripples. The two m ain  springs in  the valley began to flow and  Bushy Ruff pum ping 
stopped. Then the lake on the south side began to fill up and  eventually cam e over 
the sm all waterfall and fed into Bushy Ruff quite strongly.

By then  the Chilton Farm and the spring was slowly feeding in  and  water flowing 
downstream, bu t th is did no t account for the am ount com ing over the waterfall and 
into the Bushy Ruff Lake. It seem ed tha t the water from  the bore-hole was feeding in  
as it did before pum ping  stopped.

It is obvious th a t the chalk aquifer has been considerably replenished by this 
w inter's rainfall and  the water table has risen  allowing the springs to flow freely 
again. However, we still need m ore w inter ra in  to m ake up for the deficit over the last 
few years. Then we could see the Drellingore ru n n in g  again from  Alkham.

Brenda Pittaway - Swan Warden; Graham Crick - Assistant Swan 
Warden; Paul from Environmental Agency; Brian Hall - Naturalist
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TENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
St Mary’s Parish Centre, Dover 

Monday April 27th 1998 at 7.30 p.m.

Resolutions and nominations for the election of officers and committee members shall be 
made in writing to the Honorary Secretary, Mr Leo Wright, Beechwood, Green Lane, 
Temple Ewell, Dover CT16 3AR, by April 13th. Such nominations shall be supported by a 
seconder and the consent of the proposed nominee must first have been obtained.

1.

2.
3.

4 .

5.

6.

7.

AGENDA
Apologies:
Minutes of the 9th Annual General Meeting held April 28th 1996: to be distributed
Matters Arising
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Election of Officers:the following are duly proposed by the Committee:- 

Chairman: Mr Jeremy Cope
Vice-Chairman: Mr John Gerrard
Secretary: Mr Leo Wright
Treasurer: Capt. M.H. Weston

Election of Committee: the following are duly proposed 
Membership Secretary: Mrs Sheila Cope
Editor: Mrs Merril Lilley
Social Secretary: Mrs Joan Liggett
Chairman, Planning Committee:
Chairman, Projects Committee: Mr John Owen 
Press Secretary: Mr Terry Sutton
Archivist:
Mr Budge Adams 
Mr Mike McFam

j?
8. Any Other Business:

During the service of refreshments members are 
purchase raffle tickets.

w
5|JDSCriptlCinvited to renew subscriptions and

After refreshments the meeting will be addressed by

Arthur Percival, MBE, MA, DUTT, FSA, MSIBH 
Title: Conservation: From New Zealand to Japan via Sydney and Penang.
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SATURDAY 2nd MAY 1998 
ROMNEY MARSH - A GIFT OF THE SEA

After the entertaining talk by Dick Bolton on the Churches of Romney 
Marsh on 17th November 1997, you now have an opportunity to join with 
him  and his wife Dorothy and actually visit some of their favourite sites. 
Hopefully the quotation from William Camden will be relevant on that date! 
(December's newsletter). It Is proposed to leave Dover at 9am for Rye via 
New Romney, stopping off at various locations selected by the Boltons en 
route. Lunch will be in Rye (not included in the price) before rejoining our 
coach for the afternoon tour. The return to Dover will be via Hamstreet, 
again stopping at selected locations en route.

Coach pick-up points will be: The Pickwick PH 8.45am, Frith Road 
8.50am, Pencester Road 9am. Please indicate your choice of pick—up point 
on the booking slip. Price will be £12 to include all coaching and 
remuneration for our Guides.

SATURDAY 13th JUNE 1998 
1/2  DAY EXCURSION TO RAMSGATE

After the interesting and amusing talk and slideshow by Brian May and his 
wife from the Ramsgate Society in January, you now have an opportunity to 
view the 'hidden' Ramsgate for yourselves. Join us in June and with the 
Ramsgate Society, notably Brian and his wife, enjoy a guided tour. Our coach 
will be with us all afternoon enabling us to visit several selected sites of 
interest, where a member of the Ramsgate Society, dressed in an appropriate 
costume, will recount its history. Come along and be informed and 
entertained. Walking will be lim ited making the trip suitable for all 
members.

Price £10 to include all coaching and guided tour. Coach p ick -u p  points 
will be Pickwick PH 12.45pm, Frith Road 12.50pm, Pencester Road 1pm. 
Please indicate your choice on the booking Slip.



Saturday 18th July 1998 
‘MARBLE' TOUR -  HISTORIC CALAIS

Calais has many remarkable monuments: the Watch Tbwer built in the 13th 
century, Notre Dame the only Tlidor style church on the European 
mainland, and three military constructions devised by Vauban.

Join us on our trip to France in July and discover two or three of these 
historic sites led by our French guide. Lunch will be in the delightful village 
of Escalles with your choice of restaurant (menu 100 - 150FF) or picnic. 
After lunch a visit to the Marble and Geological Centre at Rinxent, near 
Calais. A fascinating 30km tour of the extraction of marble and the 
geological wealth of the area showing the development of marble and 
carbon over a time span of 400 m illion years and even the remains of a 
plesiosaur. Observation points have been created to reveal activity actually 
in progress in the quarries. Then its back to Calais to catch the ferry.

The price of £22 includes all coaching, remuneration to Guides and 
entrance fees but does not include lunch.

Times: the 7.30am  ferry outward arriving in Calais at 10 am (French 
tim e), the return ferry will arrive in Dover by approximately 8.30 - 9pm. 
Pick-up points: Pickwick PH 6.30 am, Frith Road 6.35 am, Pencester Road 
6.40 am

Looking Ahead:-

Saturday 19th September 1998 
River Swale trip o n  sa ilin g  barge M irosa 
£35 to in c lu d e  lu n ch , tea  and snacks. 
M axim um  num bers allowed: 12

Wednesday 23rd September 1998 
Bank o f E ngland M useum  - £12

Saturday 19th December
Xm as Feast w ith  Roderick and Friends - £17



BOOKING SLIPS
SATURDAY 2ND MAY 1998 - ROMNEY MARSH - A GIFT OF THE SEA

Name (please print) ..................................................................................................................

Address ......................................................................................................................................

................................................................................  Phone ...................................................

No of places required at £12.00 p/p .................... Cheque/cash enclosed .........................

Pick-up point desired:

The Pickwick PH Frith Road Pencester Road (Please indicate choice)

Please forward this booking slip to Mrs Joan Liggett, 19 Castle Avenue, Dover, CTI61HA 
by 17th April 1998. Please make cheques payable to The Dover Society’

SATURDAY 13th JUNE 1998 - 1/2 DAY EXCURSION TO RAMSGATE

Name (please print) ..................................................................................................................

Address ......................................................................................................................................

................................................................................  Phone ...................................................

No of places required at £10.00 p/p ....................Cheque/cash enclosed .........................

Pick-up point desired:

The Pickwick PH Frith Road Pencester Road (Please indicate choice)

Please forward this booking slip to Mrs Joan Liggett, 19 Castle Avenue, Dover, CTI61HA 
by 6th June 1998. Please make cheques payable to The Dover Society’

SATURDAY*! 8th JULY 1998- HISTORIC CALAIS AND THE ‘MARBLE’TOUR

Name (please print) ..................................................................................................................

Address ......................................................................................................................................

................................................................................  Phone ...................................................

No of places required at £22.00 p/p ....................Cheque/cash enclosed .........................

Pick-up point desired:

The Pickwick PH Frith Road Pencester Road (Please indicate choice)

Please forward this booking slip to Mrs Joan Liggett, 19 Castle Avenue, Dover, CTI61HA 
by 1st July 1998. Please make cheques payable to The Dover Society’



DOVER I
D is t r ic t  C o u n c il

COASTAL

landscapes

Festival
PREVIEW  OF TH E

ARTS & SPECIAL EVENTS 
PROGRAMME 1998

---------------------  LISA WEBB ---------------------
Arts Development Officer; Dover District Council 

February 1998

Each ye a r  the A rts  a n d  Special E vents D ep a rtm en t adopts a  them e fo r  the  
program m e fo r  the ye a r  ahead. For 1998 the activ ities are centred around  the  
th em e 'Coastal L andscapes' p rov id ing  an  opportu n ity  to celebrate the  un ique  

landscape o f  W hite Cliffs C oun try , as well as encouraging the p u b lic  to be 
m ore sensitive  to enviro n m en ta l issues.

* c . oastal Landscapes' will provide 
a challenging and  innovative 

I approach to experiencing arts 
and  special events. It aim s to encourage 
people to becom e m ore responsible for 
th e ir  surroundings, using  p rac tica l 
projects w hich sim ultaneously enhance 
the wildlife and  landscape of the area, 
as well as m aking it m ore accessible to 
everyone.

To e n s u re  th a t  th e  A rts  a n d  
E vents D e p a rtm e n t is p ro v id in g  a 
b ro a d  ran g e  o f re le v a n t p ro je c ts  an d  
a c tiv it ie s , i t  h a s  b e e n  c ru c ia l  to 
w o rk  c lo se ly  w ith  th e  D is tr ic t  
C o u n c il 's  R ecycling  O fficer a n d  th e  
W hite  Cliffs C o u n try s id e  P ro jec t, in  
a d d itio n  to  c o n su lta tio n  a n d  adv ice  
from  o th e r  e n v iro n m e n ta l ag en c ies .

The program m e was launched  on 
Friday 13 February w ith a ghost walk 
th rough  the  South Foreland Valley, 
o rganised  by the  W hite Cliffs 
Countryside Project. The event m arked 
the reported sighting of the ghost ship,

the Lady Lovibund, which ran  aground 
on the Goodwin Sands in  1748. This 
legend attracted m uch m edia attention , 
w ith national television com panies and  
newspapers covering the event - along 
w ith an  in trep id  team  of walkers and  
ghost hun ters partic ipating  in  the event.
Following th is launch  event, the White 

Cliffs Countryside Project organised the 
"Green Gang" as a m ajor h a lf  te rm  
project, along w ith the new Dance into 
Dover in itia tive , w hich was a i jre a t 
success. Loop Dance Com pany wBrked 
with a team  of over 30 young people on 
a series of m aster classes, leading up to 
a finale perform ance at the end of the 
h alf te rm  week, perform ed at the White 
Cliffs Theatre in  Dover.

O ther projects w ith in  the Noastal 
Landscapes year will include: N ational 
Spring Clean M onth in  April, during 
w hich the  W hite Cliffs C ountryside 
Project will invite the local com m unity  
to take p a rt in  the Great Beach Clean 
and  a variety of activities along the



shorelines. Local school children will be 
involved in  a m ural pa in ting  project, 
the  clim ax of an  en v iro n m en ta l 
im provem ent pro-gram m e coordinated 
by Dover District Council.

This will be followed by the Festival 
of Dover (23 - 30 May); the annual 
co m m u n ity  arts ce leb ra tion  w ill 
p resen t an  env ironm enta lly  friendly  
p rogram m e of events inc lud ing  
Seashore Safaris, Rockpool Adventures, 
Low Tide Event, Kites on the Heights, 
plus proposed arts projects from  Strange 
Cargo, Footlights Young People's 
Theatre, CJ's Dance and  Fitness, Dover 
M useum, KCC Beach Bus and  m uch 
more. A full program m e of events will 
be available from  all the usual outlets 
from  1 April.

In  July, the Royal Navy frigate HMS 
Brave retu rns to the port of Dover after 
its Atlantic voyage. The program m e will 
feature special trips on board the ship 
and a range of celebratory events to 
welcome the crew back to Dover.

D uring August, the National Trust is 
coo rd ina ting  a series of Coast and  
Countryside Projects. On 29 July  and  17 
August they are organising a seven m ile 
walk along the coast from  Langdon 
Cliffs to D eal,w ith a re tu rn  trip  by 
fishing boat along the Straits of Dover 
past the spectacular White Cliffs. The 
annual Sea Shanty Festival takes place 
in  September; the three day celebration 
of Deal's m aritim e heritage will feature 
a full p rogram m e of free fam ily  
en te rta inm en t. This festival of fishy 
frolics includes m any special events for 
children and  a full program m e of folk 
en terta inm ent.

F inally  from  24 - 31 October the 
Coastal Landscapes Festival takes place 
at venues throughout the Dover District. 
This is an  environm ental extravaganza 
of events inc lud ing  a rt an d  craft 
exhibitions, walks and  talks, workshops

and  displays, plus trad itio n a l Green 
Gang ac tiv ities such as P um pk in  
Parades, Coastal Collages and  Fossil 
Forays. Further details will be available 
la ter in  the year.

It is estim ated tha t the total cost of 
the n in e  m on th  program m e will be 
approxim ately £35,000; to date a total of 
£32,000 has been  secured towards 
delivery of the  'Coastal Landscapes' 
program m e. This figure includes £1
5,000 from  com m ercial businesses, 
£6,500 from  gran t funding, and  £10,500 
from  the Arts and  Special Events budget.

Supporters of the program m e include 
De Bradelei W harf, A ssociation for 
Business Sponsorship of the  Arts 
(ABSA), South East Arts, Pfizer and  
m any  o th er local businesses. New 
sponsors for 1998 include Dover Tbwn 
Council (for the Festival of Dover) and  a 
m ajor com m itm ent from  J Sainsbury's 
(for sponsorship of the Deal Sea Shanty 
Festival).

The work of raising grant funding 
and  sponsorship from local, regional 
and  national businesses will continue 
throughout the year in  order to m eet 
specified funding targets and further 
develop the  Coastal Landscapes 
program m e. However, funding of the 
arts is becom ing increasingly difficult 
to secure, and  new  and  innovative 
projects are required which satisfy the 
aim s of both  the fund raisers and  the 
Council.

We hope th a t the  1998 Coastal 
Landscapes package will provide an  
innovative program m e of arts and  
special events, w ith in  an environm ental 
them e, offering unique opportunities 
for our local com m unity  to becom e 
involved in  arts celebrations throughout 
the District. For fu rther in form ation  on 
these, or any  o ther of the  events 
organised by Dover D istrict Council, 
please call Lisa Webb on (01304) 872058.



DOVER UNITARIAN CHURCH 
__________-  a description__________

S.S.G.HALE

S ince 1940 at least eleven Dover 
churches have disappeared. Only 
three were destroyed by enem y 
action — the rest fell victim  to 

town planners. Of the rem ainder, the 
Dover U nitarian  Church, Adrian Street is 
one of the oldest — and yet it was only 
bu ilt in  1820 and is a good example of a 
G eorgian church. A rchitect Thom as 
Read designed an  irregu la r octagon 
shape which required relatively short 
roof beam s two storeys high w ith four 
b rick  pilasters constructed  of yellow 
brick. The front elevation has a round 
window in  the tym panium  topped by a 
classical pedim ent w ith a large Venetian 
window w ith characteristic  Georgian 
panes as the centre piece. The other 
windows are round headed sashes. A 
stone stair case w ith a cast iron  railing 
leads up to round headed m ain  door. The 
vestry is a two storey rec tangu lar 
building adjoining the north  side. In  the 
vestry is a door half way up the in terio r 
wall — apparen tly  leading nowhere. 
Surrounding the building is the burial 
ground closed in  1854. There is a crypt!

Accompanying m usic was provided 
by an  harm onium  located at the back of 
the balcony bu t in  1888 this was replaced 
by a full sized organ purchased for £60 
from  the Croydon U nitarian  Church. 
(The harm onium  was donated to the 
D itchling  church). P re—refo rm ation  
churches were places of worship w ith the 
mysteries of the altar and  sacristy being 
the  focal po in t. Post—reform ation  
churches becam e m ore places of 
instruction  and the focal po in t was now 
the pu lp it. Dover U n ita rian  Church 
pulp it was centrally located on the north  
wall en te red  from  the  vestry by a

doorway half way up the wall. The organ 
tower of pipes displaced the pu lp it to the 
no rth  east wall and  the services are 
conducted from this position. The organ 
also conceals the im m ersion font. The 
congregation use box pews.

There has been a baptist presence in  
Dover since 1643. O rig inally  such 
congregations were unlawful bu t the 
m em bers were of such good standing 
and so well respected tha t they were 
rarely prosecuted. There have been as 
m any  as 7 bap tis t churches w ith  
congregations of around 100 members, 
centred on Trevanion Street, Snargate 
Street and the Pier district area. Self 
governing churches ten d  to develop 
along different lines. The Particu lar 
Baptist followed the severe Calvinist 
doctrine of predestination. The General 
Baptists followed the  A rm en ian  
philosophy of salvation th rough  
ind iv idual effort and  to le ra tion  for 
individual differences and  from  th is 
b ran ch  was founded the  English 
U nitarian  trad ition  and thus the Dover 
U nitarian  Church.

Reverend Benjam in M arten was e 
baptist m in ister in  1820 and it was E§f 
son John  M arten who was the m in ister 
in  1828 w hen the  church  becam e 
Unitarian. E n try  the  church was by 
Gubbins Lane, renam ed Chapel Lane 
after the  erec tion  of the  U n ita rian  
baptist chapel. In  the September 1944 
bom bardm ent of Snargate Street it was 
feared  the  church  had  susta ined  
structural damage. There was no direct 
h it bu t the blast shattered all the roof 
tiles. Services continued in  the church 
hall located in  the present York Street 
u n til 1952 w hen the roof had  been



2 8  repaired and the church reopened. Both 
the in te rio r and  the exterior of the 
church have been essentially unchanged 
for alm ost 200 years and the building 
was 'lis ted  on 1st M arch 1974. The 
destruction of Snargate Street and  the 
dem olition  and  clearance of the 
tenem ent slums has had two effects. It is 
only now tha t one can appreciate the 
dignity and  attractiveness of the simple 
classical building. But the other effect is 
th a t m ost of the  congregation  have 
moved away. There are still m em bers

who come from Ashford, C anterbury 
and Folkestone — since there is no other 
U nitarian  church  in  the  area. The 
fundam ental belief in  one god would 
find no fault with Moslems or Hindus. In 
some countries Jews and U nitarians use 
the same building for the ir ceremonies.

The cu rren t congregation, m uch 
dim inished, still acts as host to foreign 
visitors and historians and still carries 
the torch of the search for knowledge 
and toleration to hand  on to the next 
generation.

Bibliography
Hague, Graham. The Unitarian Heritage, an architectural survey. Unitarian Heritage c l986 
Holyoak Walter.Dover Baptists, a brief history. Dover Express c 1914
Marten, Benjamin. A history of General Baptist Church meeting at Dover, Kent (now
commonly known as the Unitarian Church ). General Baptist Assembly 1992
Packer, Brian A The Unitarian heritage in Kent. Unitarian and Free Christian Churches c 1991

UNITARIAN BAPTIST CHUllCH, DOVER.

S W M M P T D B E 1  y S T ,
T O W A E D S  P A Y I N G  O I F  T H E  M O R T G A G E  D E B T  OF £ 4 0 0  ON T H E  A B O V E  CKTJBCH.

Note: the subscription list was for 1828. The building to the left has been replaced by a new 
church hall to compensate for the loss of land when the York Street By-Pass was built.



IVAN GREEN

The people who lived in  Dover five 
hundred  years ago did no t look upon 
tha t particu lar period as being one of 
special interest, except perhaps in  that 
the beginning  of a new century  always 
stirs the m inds of people, as indeed it 
does ours, as we look forward to 2,000 
AD.

Life did n o t change suddenly  or 
dram atically  in  the year 1500 bu t there 
were, none the less, im portan t changes 
in  the period. They were happening  
gradually bu t they were fundam ental 
and were im portan t in  the town's long 
history. Many of the old ways of life 
were changing and some of them  were 
disappearing and  the signs of a strange 
new life were everywhere to be seen.

The old town, im prisoned for years 
w ith in  its fourteenth  century  walls, was 
now spilling out over them  and  new 
houses, new  business prem ises, and  
even the first beginnings of whole new 
residential areas, were developing on 
the em pty ground surrounding the old 
walls, especially to the no rth  and  east.

The green fields between the Biggin 
Gate near St. M ary's church and  the 
Maison Dieu were rapidly disappearing 
under new buildings and, to the east, 
between the old fisherm en 's quarters in  
D olphin Lane and  Warden Down, the 
once em pty land  was becom ing covered

with houses, a new brewery, stables and 
a leather tannery, to com pete w ith those 
in  and  a ro u n d  Last Lane, w here a 
num ber of leather workers produced 
footwear, harness for horses, souvenirs 
and other leather goods.

The old town walls, already in  serious 
disrepair, had  houses and  shacks bu ilt 
up against them , m any of them  offering 
prim itive, bu t at least some, shelter for 
m any of the poorest citizens. Many of 
the old town gates no longer worked at 
all and  were inconvenien t relics of a 
past age.

The once em pty land  no rth  of the 
M aison Dieu, as far as the  an c ien t 
crossroads beside the presen t Eagle Inn, 
were being occupied by ' out dwellers', 
people who were no t Dover citizens and  
were no t allowed to sleep in  D o t r  bu t 
did come in to  the town to perform  
various m en ia l tasks. They were 
forbidden to live inside the town lest 
they  should  try, by th a t m eans, to 
achieve citizen rights.

Many ' out dwellers' cultivated small 
plo ts of lan d  round  th e ir  p rim itive  
shacks, growing p rincipally  vegetables, 
m uch of th e ir produce being sold in  the 
town.

Between C harlton and  Buckland the 
river separa ted  in to  several sm all 
streams, form ing a large boggy area



30 where large num bers of osiers grew and 
these provided the m ateria l for a 
prosperous basket-m aking industry  for 
the inhab itan ts of the Leper Hospital 
w hich then  occupied the h igher ground 
above Chapel Hill. They were few in  
num ber and they very probably did no t 
suffer from  leprosy at all, bu t from  a 
variety of skin diseases and  com plaints. 
Large num bers of these baskets were 
used, m any  of th em  by people of 
su rro u n d in g  villages, to b rin g  th e ir  
m ark e t garden ing  produce in to  the  
town for sale on m arket day.

The great old canonry  of St. M artin 
Le Grande, w hich then  stood on the west 
side of the M arket Place, on the site 
occupied today by the m useum  and the 
W hite Cliffs Experience, had  been there 
for m ore th an  four centuries and  was 
falling  in to  decay, its stonew ork 
crum bling, its roof no longer watertight, 
or even safe in  places, and  its m ain  
walls breached. The town churches of St. 
Jam es and St. Peter were in  the same 
condition.

The m onastery  of St. M artin of the 
New Work, heavily in  debt and  w ith its 
num bers greatly reduced, and  also the 
Hospital of the Maison Dieu carried  on 
w ith difficulty, appearing  as shabby 
survivors of a m ore grand and splendid 
past.
The great days of the mediaeval church 

were over and  the  calling  of the  
religious in  holy orders no longer held 
its old attraction. Monks were few and 
even the famous ' Passage Mass' was no t 
regularly celebrated at St. M artin of the 
New Work. The rem ain ing  m onks there, 
as is evidenced by th e ir m ost am ple and 
varied stocks of local and  continental 
food and  wine, lived very well as 
g en tlem en  an d  still kep t th e ir  
em ployees to serve them  in  the 
m onastery  and  to till th e ir farms.

The church everywhere no longer

had  a m onopo ly  of lea rn in g  or of 
in fluence  and  rich  people were no 
longer as generous in  the m atter of 
bequeathing in  favour of ecclesiastical 
institutions. Hell no longer had quite its 
earlier fear.

The increasing genteel shabbiness 
and  decay of the old church institu tions 
con trasted  strangely  w ith  the  new  
dom estic bu ild ings w hich were 
springing up like m ushroom s all about 
them . It was the end of an  era and the 
beginning  of a new one.

T hroughout the  co u n try  great 
developm ents in  business were being 
brought about and  these were fostered 
by King H enry the Seventh, in  outlook 
and  in  policies our first m odern ruler. 
One of his policies which particu larly  
affected Dover was his edict tha t in  
future British goods should be carried in  
B ritish  ships. In  consequence the 
m o rib u n d  Dover fleet becam e 
prosperous again. The wines and  oils 
from  France and the M editerranean, 
furs from  N orthern Europe and  exotic 
spices an d  luxuries from  the  east, 
bought by travelling English m erchants 
and im ported  into the country  for the 
old aristocracy, the new rich  and  the 
shrink ing  num bers of the occupants of 
the m onasteries, m any of whom  had 
long since abandoned th e ir  orig inal 
austerity  and  were living as m em bers of 
com fortable closed social clubs, were to 
arrive in  English ships.

Dover's seafaring people had been  in  
increasing  difficulty  because of two 
factors. First, the  decline of the  
m onastic  popu la tio n s all over the 
country  caused a sharp decline in  the 
dem and for barrels of salted herrings 
and  other fish, w hich had long been a 
staple trade for Dover and the other 
Cinque Ports, and, second, the dram atic 
decline in  pilgrim ages, especially to 
Canterbury, caused m uch hardship to



Dover's sailors w orking the  passage 
between Dover and  the continent.

In  the early years of the fifteenth 
century  as m any as 100,000 pilgrim s, a 
large num ber of them  crossing from  the 
co n tin e n t to Dover, b rough t m uch 
prosperity  to the town. Yet, in  1470 
C anterbury's Great Festival, held every 
year since Becket's death, was so badly 
supported tha t special perm ission had 
to be given to repeat it the following 
year and  even tha t was largely a failure, 
causing the once-great festival to be 
abandoned.

H enry 's  edict th a t E nglish goods 
should henceforth be carried in  English 
ships was therefore a life-saving event 
and  new  ships were constructed  at 
Dover. In  those days there  were no 
shipyards, the ships being constructed 
on the  beaches w ith in  rings of 
scaffolding piles set into the beach, in  
p lan  the shape of, and slightly larger 
than , the hull of the ships to be built. 
Local blacksm iths, sail and  rope m akers 
and  an c illa ry  trades all profited , 
everything being m ade and  provided 
locally.

The victualling trade also began to 
flourish and  m uch m oney was brought 
into the town by travellers, businessm en 
and those connected w ith the carriage 
of goods to and  from the ships. These 
began to replace the m issing pilgrim s 
and  they could afford greater sums for 
th e ir sustenance in  the town and  for 
th e ir passage across the channel.

Socially there  were also the  
b eg in n in g s of considerab le change. 
Previously there were the very few rich, 
the very large num bers of poor and  the 
m em bers of religious orders who were 
educated and  able to read and  write and  
were therefore essential for the conduct 
of business and  adm inistra tion . The 
religious group was declining both  in  
num bers and in  social and business

im p o rtan ce  an d  was, increasingly , 
being replaced by a new, growing and  
vibrant m iddle class.. Members of the 
new prosperous fam ilies began to learn  
to read and  write and carry  out the ir 
own business affairs. The consequence 
was tha t the religious orders began to be 
rep laced  in  business affairs and  in  
adm inistra tion  everywhere by educated 
laym en. This new educated m iddle class 
ind ica ted  the  in c reasing ly  civ ilised  
nature  of the com m unity, since the size 
of its m iddle class indicates, no t only a 
nation 's  prosperity  bu t also the state of 
its civilisation.

Newsletter
Binders

W ith the co-operation of Members 
we will be able to supply “Cordex" 
Binders for the  Newsletter. The 
burgundy coloured b inders have a 
capacity  for 13 copies and  are 
lettered on the spine "The Dover 
Society Newsletter" in  gilt foil.

The m in im um  order we can place 
is 100 and  a list is being com plied 
of those who would like to have 
one. (At the  m o m en t we jfc v e  
fifteen nam es). W hen the li# ; has, 
say, eighty nam es the binders will 
be p laced  on order. The cost, 
(likely to be a few pence m ore 
than  last tim e's figure of £3.00) 
does no t include postage for out- 
of-town m em bers.

Tb add your nam e to the list w rite 
a note to the Secretary, Leo Wright, 
a t “Beechwood", G reen Lane, 
Dover CT16 3AR.



I n  t h e  B e g i n n i n g . . . .
AN IDIOSYNCRATIC VIEW © A. F. (B udge) ADAMS

E v e ry th in g  h a s  a  beginning  and it 
can be said that the seed that grew 

into the town and cross-Channel port 
of Dover was sown eight or nine thousand 
years ago with the realisation that 
communication across the narrow sea that 
not long before had made Britain an island, 
now needed, using modern terms, the 
services of ships and mariners.

Though the island of Britain, separated 
from the continental mass as we know it 
today, is relatively young, not older than 
eight and a half thousand years - an almost 
immeasurably small fraction of the earth's 
time span - the familiar present day surface 
features of our land were, to a great extent, 
formed during the last Ice Ages.

TWenty or more millions of years earlier 
huge forests were growing on the land on 
which we now live and were sub-sequently 
deeply submerged beneath the sea. At the 
same time the chalk, now everywhere so 
evident, formed by the deposition of the 
shells of myriads of dead sea animals 
compressed by the sheer weight of the 
water into a form of rock.

150,000 years ago sub-human species, 
i.e. Swanscombe Man, were living here and 
they were followed about 40,000 BC - the 
time-gap is enormous - by true men. By
25,000 BC Paleolithic hunters were exist
ing precariously in a snow and ice-bound 
environment that was, albeit uncom
fortable, slowly improving.

When hunting and gathering man 
became an agriculturalist in the land of the 
fertile crescent (the modern Middle East), 
this land of ours, a promontory on the 
north-west of. the Eurasian continent, was 
very sparsely inhabited (the population was 
probably less than *5 per km^) by early 
man, possibly cannibals, who by then had

fire and understood the working and use of 
flint. All this time there was a gradual 
movement of man into “Britain" from the 
continental land mass to the east and 
southeast. There was no population 
pressure behind the movement, probably 
little more than a simple curiosity to see 
what lay in the lands of the gradually 
warming north-west and these nomads, still 
hunters and gatherers, liked what they 
found and stayed there.

The slow retreat of the northern ice 
mantle after the last glacial period, say after 
10,000BC, brought about a great im
provement in climatic conditions and 
slowly the south-east of Britain became 
covered with forests of birch and pine and 
supported a varied and considerable animal 
population. Britain was still part of the 
European land mass and the retreat of the 
ice led to a corresponding advance 
northward and westward on the part of the 
central and eastern European tribes of 
hunters and fishermen in their constant 
search for food and good living conditions. 
Some of these peoples crossed the half
submerged land bridge before its final 
collapse and, later, tribes from northern 
France and Flanders, and perhaps others 
from northern Africa who were escaping 
from the dessication of the area later to 
become the Sahara, crossed the very new 
English Channel and settled in central and 
southern England. ̂

It is certain that the greater part of what 
is now the English Channel, a proprietorial 
name if ever there was one, but by the 
French called La Manche, was, in the 
millenia preceding and during the last Ice 
Age, a deep indentation in the western 
coastline of the European land mass; an 
indentation which, over vast periods of



time, was gradually enlarged by erosion, by 
wind, by waves, by rain, by the action of 
rivers and by enormous variations in the 
sea level. The present-day 30 fathom - 55m
- line on the Channel chart, lying quite close 
to the shore both at Land's End and on the 
French side, narrows in a distorted funnel 
shape in an easterly direction until the two 
lines meet, more or less in mid-Channel, 
just south of Beachy Head. This line, it is 
believed, marks the deepest penetration of 
the ocean, sometimes referred to as the 
Atlantic Gulf, and was probably stable for 
hundreds of thousand years.

East and north-east of the head of the 
gulf was a vast stretch of undulating 
country forming a wide land bridge 
between England and the Continent and 
extending from Newhaven and Dieppe to 
The Wash and Denmark. The Baltic was 
then the Ancylus Lake and was separated 
from the North Sea by a land bridge 
between Denmark and Sweden.

Archaeologists, pre-historians, geologists 
and geographers are not entirely agreed on 
the course of the River Thames in those far- 
off days. All appear to agree that the 
Thames entered the area of the modern 
North Sea through the site of present-day 
Clacton, and there is evidence to 
substantiate this theory in the '"benches" on 
that earlier course, but at that point their 
disagreement shows. An accepted view is 
that the river first ran on easterly and then 
slightly northerly and finally joined a much 
lengthened Rhine which ran into the 
Northern Ocean near the present-day 
Dogger Bank. There is a contrary assertion, 
less well supported, that from Clacton the 
course of the Thames curved south-east, 
then south-west to enter the sea at the head 
of the Atlantic Gulf. There is support for 
both points of view but at the time of 
writing, 1986, (sic) the first appears to be 
more generally accepted. It has also been 
suggested that the then un-named rivers 
flowing through Sandwich, Dover and 
Folkestone probably ran on separately for 
many winding miles, at first south-easterly 
then south-westerly and possibly

converging before reaching the sea at a 
point near the head of the gulf. However 
the minority assumption, that the Thames 
did run into the Atlantic Gulf, offers the 
interesting possibility that it was joined on 
its course by these three small rivers.2

About 6,500BC the melting of the ice 
caps, with the global 100 metre rise in sea 
level, major subsidences, upheavals and 
the folding of the earth's surface partly 
caused by the sheer weight of the extra 
water, all slowly combined to produce a 
"subsidence of the land" and “the sea 
flooded into the lowlands between eastern 
Britain, Scandinavia and the Low 
Countries" and brought about the 
separation of Britain from Europe. A small 
tilt in the angle of the earth’s axis, with the 
resultant rise of a degree or two Celsius in 
the mean temperature of the northern 
hemisphere, had brought all this about and 
“sudden as the thawing of a frozen pond" 
Britain had become an off-shore island. ̂

The sea had made the Channel and the 
seed of Dover's later importance had been 
sown. With the speed-up in the im
provement of the climate, making Britain 
an attractive goal and spurred on by man's 
native inquisitiveness, Mesolithic canoes, 
the ships of the time, began making the 
Channel crossing. Though the “ships" 
could, perhaps, have been dug-out canoes it 
is more probable they were similar to the 
very much later Celtic currach, constructed 
with a light wicker framework covered with 
skins and still to be seen in m odifM  form 
in Ireland today. It is known f la t the 
currach could be, and was, built large 
enough to be capable of making the 
western Channel passage in fine weather 
and it is likely that similar craft were in use 
all along the British shores of the Atlantic 
Gulf and by the Veniti on the continental 
littoral. As by this time there was in Britain 
the knowledge and ability to navigate the 
prehistoric sea routes to and from Brittany 
and Ireland it needs little stretch of the 
imagination to visualise the British 
“mariners", swarthy bearded men, paddling 
their way across the new channel. Probably



the passage could only be made in 
conditions of relative calm, but the need 
was there and the seed had been sown and 
now, almost eight thousand years later, 
Dover has become the busiest passenger 
port in the world.

It is not possible to define the shoreline 
resulting from the destruction of the land 
bridge with pin-point accuracy but there is 
evidence of a sea level much higher than 
that of today in an eroded cliff face near 
Brighton, ten metres or so above the 
present high-water mark. Little imagination 
is needed to conjure up the scene when in 
its final stages the great mass of water 
surged across the already attenuated land- 
bridge in a two-pronged unbalanced attack 
from the Northern Ocean and the Atlantic. 
The Northern Ocean, with a greater depth 
of water fed by the melting ice at the 
fringes of the Arctic Sea, was the dominant 
partner with a high water mark several 
metres above that in the Atlantic Gulf. This 
greater depth, combined with a difference 
in the time of high-water on each side of 
the great land bridge, con-tributed greatly 
to the ferocity of the final attack. Carbon 
dating, pollen analysis and other more 
sophisticated scientific methods have been 
used to ascertain the date of the inundation 
and trawlers in the North Sea and the 
Channel have picked up in their nets 
stumps and fragments of trees that have 
been identified as oaks that were growing 
on land now submerged to 100 metres. 
These theories are discussed, summarised 
and brought together by Dr. J. A. 
Williamson in his book, The English 
Channel, in which, inter alia, he says “We 
may take it as an average of findings 
reached by different lines of approach that 
the pronounced main subsidence occurred 
chiefly in a period at least eight thousand 
years ago, possibly much more" - but 8,000 
years is hardly measureable in the context 
of geological time.

Although the separation of “Britain" 
from the Continent was now a physical 
fact, assigned to a date definite within a 
tolerance of + or - 500 years, archasological

investigations have confirmed the presence 
of Palaeolithic man at a much earlier date 
(and also of his Neolithic successors) who 
moved unhindered throughout the whole 
of the Euro-Asian land mass, and who, in 
"Britain", lived in small widely spaced 
nomadic groups strewn over the greater 
part of the land. One can only assume that 
the equable climate and the extremely low 
population density, produced an adequate 
food supply, that drew those prehistoric 
nomads to an area that, some thousands of 
years later, was to be immortalized as 
“England’s green and pleasant land". 
Contact was maintained with Europe across 
the relatively new channel and gradually 
the questionable benefits of a civilisation, 
born 5000 or more years ago in the Middle 
East, filtered across to this country, cf the 
European migrations.

In the early Stone Age the realisation 
dawned that the flint abounding so 
profusely throughout the chalky soil would 
make a much better weapon than the fist or 
the wooden club and with a little more 
refined chipping could be made into tools 
for many varied purposes. The abundance 
of flint in the chalk of the downs of some 
parts of southern England was one of the 
attractions that brought about more 
permanent Neolithic settlement on what is 
now the Channel coast of east and south
east Kent. Later it was discovered that flints 
could be developed into vastly more 
effective and efficient tools and weapons by 
polishing or honing to form cutting edges, 
and, amongst other things, Neolithic man’s 
latent ingenuity led to the fixing of small 
triangular honed flakes into curved bones 
or sticks to form rudimentary sickles.

Chalk in southern England is in three 
layers, the LOWER CHALK being the 
mixture of clay and granular chalk through 
which the Channel Ttinnel is bored, the 
MIDDLE CHALK with flint sparsely 
distributed and the UPPER CHALK with flint 
in abundance. The North Downs are the 
UPPER CHALK, 120 to 150 metres thick. The 
South Downs, surfacing in East Sussex and 
continuing for many miles westward, are



MIDDLE CHALK. Underlying the mass of 
the Upper Chalk Western Heights in Dover, 
the Middle Chalk is evident in the cliff face 
for a metre or so above the modern sea 
level in an arc from Snargate Street to 
Lydden Spout.

A further probable reason for the 
attraction the North and South Downs - 
more particularly the latter - held for later 
Neo-lithic man was that the soil was 
tractable and friable and, compared with 
the soil in the valleys, could be much more 
easily worked. The land they settled on 
was, in fact, a light chalky soil and though 
being very primitive agriculturalists using 
very basic and unsophisticated tools, they 
were competent to work a soil that could be 
managed with their limited equipment. In 
fact they did very little more than scratch 
the surface, but they sowed and harvested 
the seeds of edible grasses, the ancestors of 
our wheat, rye and barley, and they were 
content. On the North Downs, and in the 
Weald settle- ment was along, or parallel 
with, the river gaps, the Darent, the 
Medway, the Stour and, at Dover, the Dour, 
as has been very recently proven. In what 
is now East Kent the regions of greatest 
population were on the slopes of the 
sheltered valley of the Dour, a strip of land 
close under the Downs at Folkestone, and 
on the Isle of Thanet. In all these places 
flint could readily be found - in some it was 
mined, using antlers as picks - and it 
formed the basis of a country-wide trade 
along the trackways. Though mainly with 
the West Country, the interchange was with 
any area where flint was not naturally 
abundant. Thus a friable soil, high on the 
hills, where a settlement could easily be 
defended, water in the valleys and flint in 
the base chalk, anchored the Neolithic 
nomads and brought about a fundamental 
change in their pattern of life.

The discovery of tin and copper was 
made whilst Britain was still joined to the 
Continent; separately, one was too soft and 
the other too brittle for really useful 
purposes, but when a way was found to 
fuse them together the Bronze Age dawned,

with its considerably improved tools and 3 5  
equipment, and, as a corollary, a greatly 
enhanced standard of living.

Over the millenia the wind and waves 
widened the Channel and the coastline of 
East and South-East Kent took on a form 
not substantially different from that of the 
present day. The estuarine harbours at Rye,
New Romney and Hythe, on a coastline 
much further inland that that of the present 
day are, however, exceptions to this 
generalisation. Until about 1000 years ago 
the estuaries were far larger than now; Rye 
has been reduced to it's present 
comparative insignificance and New 
Romney and Hythe to redundancy by the 
eastward drift of sand and shingle along the 
shore, a drift that with a little help from the 
Romans, who constructed the Rhee Wall, 
and the detritus deposited by the River 
Rother in its original course, succeeded in 
creating a new extended coastline for 
South-East Kent and East Sussex and 
possibly assisted in the seaward growth of 
Romney Marsh. At Dover the bastion of the 
chalk cliffs protected the coastline and the 
original harbour in the valley. Much later 
that harbour, as a result of m an’s 
intervention, did silt up and all areas 
seaward of the cliff face and southwestward 
of Boundary Groyne have been formed as a 
result of man's intervention and not by the 
natural forces that were concerned with the 
changes at most other places.

1 It is convenient to use the names "England", "France", 
"Flanders" etc. to define areas that othej|J ise would be 
difficult to describe.
2 The Pent Stream at Folkestone is piped under Tbntine 
Street to the sea.
3 Quotations in this paragraph are from Graham Clarke 
and Stuart Piggot, Prehistoric Societies, London, 1965
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W e are coming home. The Dover 
Pageant is coming home to its 

original 1908 venue in Dover College 
grounds on 26th, 27th, 28th August 
1999 at 7.30pm.
The character on the horse will tell the 
story of Dover when we first show 
legendary Dover in the time of King 
Arthur, the great semi mythical King of 
England. The Bredenstone has played 
an important role in the installation of 
the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. 
Is it possible that Excaliber was lodged 
in the stone by Merlin as the test for the 
future King of England ?
Noreen Thomas has written the script 
and many players from local theatre 
groups and individuals have expressed 
interest in taking part. The Pageant 
will be in the school holidays but we 
hope to retain the tradition of children 
from local schools taking part in the 
Pageant. To relate the rich history of 
Dover we need people to dress up in 
period costumes. We will help you, 
your child or grand child to make a 
costume or we may already have a

costume made from previous 
Pageants. We would also welcome any 
rich fabrics such as old curtains. Help 
us to mark the Millennium by staging 
the biggest and best community theatre 
production Dover has ever seen. 
Staging the Dover Pageant requires 
resources and funding. Urged by 
Dover District Council we will re ap
ply for Arts for Everyone Lottery 
funds. We hope to be successful but if 
not we shall still stage the Pageant. It 
may not be as grand but with local 
companies giving us generous spon
sorship we will still aim to be the 
highlight to the District’s events for 
the year 2000AD.

For more information 
please contact

Mike McFarnell,
Master of the Pageant,
4 Harold Street, Dover,

Kent CT16 1SF

Tel 01304 201711

Book your ticket now to watch our 
story unfold in the form of a Son et 
Luminere and enactment in the superb 
grounds of Dover College.

26th,27th,28th 
August 1999 

at 7.30pm 
in grounds of 
Dover College

J



De Bradelei Wharf 
Cambridge Road DE BRADELEI

Dover, Kent WHARF
DOVER

Telephone:
01304

226616

SUPERB TOP 
LABEL FASHIONS 

FOR ALL THE 
FAMILY 

WITH UP TO 
70% DISCOUNT

FANTASTIC 
HOME 

FURNISHINGS
Soft Furnishings: Duvets, Bedlinen,
Tablelinen, Throws, Cushions, China,

Glass, Cutlery, Candles and much, much more

Waves Coffee Shop - Delicious Home-Cooked Food Served All Day

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 9.30-5.30 Sat: 9.30-6.00 Sun: 11.00-5.00

3
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fi J Britannia 
Coaches

53 CASTLE STREET 
DOVER

Tel:
01304 228111

Fax:
01304 215350

8 - 1 6  seat 
Luxury Minicoaches 

Wheelchair-accessible 
Vehicles available.

M o w ll &  M o w ll
SOLICITORS

DOVER AND CANTERBURY

.... -

! l f |

BUYING AND SELLING 
HOUSES FOR CLIENTS FOR 

MORE THAN 100 YEARS

Free estimates g iven  
A ll  legal services available
34 CASTLE STREET, DOVER 

Tel: 01304 240250
68 CASTLE STREET, CANTERBURY 

Tel: 01227 767063

Q e o r g e  L o c k
Tailors ■ Uniforms ■ School Outfitters

60 & 61 Biggin Street, 
Dover, Kent CT16 1DD

Telephone: (01304) 206337

ROBIN QUARRELL FBCO FAAO
O P T O M E T R I S T

P e r s o n a l - E y e - C a r e  
T h u r s d a y - E v e n i n g s

By A p p o in tm e n t: 01304 821182

"caring for your ey es ’ 
at T he A bbey Practice -  T emple Ew ell

2 2 8 8 2 2 ★ 2 0 1 0 1 0  

PRIVATE HIRE
321 LONDON ROAD, DOVER*60 CASTLE STREET, DOVER



Situated at the United Kingdom’s closest point to Continental 

Europe, the Port o f Dover is a vital link for tourism and 

trade.

Over 21 million passer, 

and 165,000 coaches 

services to Calais in 

freight vehicles used i 

Zeebrugge carrying about 4l 

trade with mainland Europe J

id-a-half million cars 

the port on its ferry 

hat, over 1.6 million 

Services to Calais and 

: o f the UK’s non-fuel

But the port’s record year du 

Northern Europe’s busiest 

handling 128 visits involving 

Its marina enjoyed record: 

terminal consolidation in 

markets.

[there. Dover became 

for tumround calls 

140,000passengers.

|  visitors and its cargo 

it and vegetable

Dover -  a leading light in 

industry.

i ports and shipping

DOVER HARBOUR BOARD • 
TELEPHONE 01304 240400 • FA

•KENT CT17 9BU 
v.doverportcauk



Jim & Jean Davies

COASTAL AWARDS
Glass/Crystal Engraved on the Premises

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
13 London Road, Dover

Phone: 01304 210586

PHONE: DOVER (01304) 202020

KENT PHOTOS
(SPECTRUM)

CAMERAS - Photographic and 
COMPUTER Stockists

4 KING STREET, DOVER, KENT, CT16 1NW

: sss: A n d r e a  
■ ■ ■ ■  ■
■ ■ ■ ■ HAIR FASHIONS

47 High Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1WB 
Telephone: 01304 201418/204773

Stockist of
L’OREAL, KERASTASE
and PAUL MITCHELL PRODUCTS —

'O & e ca u se  < S & e a u tifiil Q ^ C a ir  

n e e d s P r o fe s s io n a l & a r e '

■  Also at Andrea Antoniou Hair & Beauty Centre
32 High Street, Sittingbourne, KentTelephone: 01795 479115/432255

BLAKES
52 CASTLE STREET 

DOVER 
01304 202194

Ale, Wine & Fine Eating House
Daily Chef Specials 
and Full a la Carte

Fish Specialities always available 
Real Ale Selection 
52 Malt Whiskys

BLAKES
of DOVER

“Caterers to Ladies and Gentlemen, 
their Sons and Daughters”



ANTIQUES WANTED
F O R D H A M ' S

3a Victoria Road, Deal, Kent CT14 7AS

Established antique dealers and valuers 
wish to purchase 

antique furniture, silver, objets d’ art. 
In strictest confidence.

Tel: 01304 373599

C-A-B D O W N L A N D

Dover & District Citizens Advice 
Bureau 

Maison Dieu Gardens, Dover
01304 202567

Dover care 
and repair

O ur staff is trained to  help you and will:

Advice: Free, 
Confidential 

and 
Impartial

•  Visit your hom e and advise on the repair 
needed

•  Discuss paying for the work and arrange 
for any grants or loans to  m eet the cost

•  H elp you employ a reliable builder to  do  it
•  Make sure.' he w ork is carried ou t quickly 

and to  a standard
•  Give you any help needed until the w ork is 

fin ished

Open on weekdays 1 0 - 1 2  noon 
Mondays & Thursdays 2 - 4pm

D o v e r  C a re  &  R epa ir
1 Cleary H ouse, 1 Maison Dieu Road 

Dover. C T16 3PQ  
Tel: 01034 211551



I

---------------- FIRST FOR BOOKS-----------------

With a superb selection of quality second-hand books at very 
reasonable prices

Excellent range of Military, History, Literary, Cinema, Sci-Fi, 
Esoteric, Maritime, Fiction, Children's etc.

Open all week: Mon-Sat 9.30-5.00

Illustrations on commission (pen & ink)
(eg your house can be drawn for a modest price!)

80 London Road, DOVER (01304) 225171

TROSLEY  
EQUIPMENT

PLASTIC VACUUM  
FORMING

01304 211411
SUPPORTING THE DOVER SOCIETY

RIGDEN NEWS
NEWSAGENT

14 W orthington S tree t 
D over C T 17 9AD

TOBACCO & GROCERY
TELEPHONE (01304) 2 0 6 0 9 5

€ a (ii„
■EmUiiUj Srntnuruiit

(Fully Licensed)
Proprietors: Roger & Pauline Marples

Traditional & Gam© Dishes 
Evening Meals, Tuesdays * Saturdays

Vegetarian Dishes 
Over 100 different wines 

Single vineyard brandies & vintage port

Open at 18.30 with last orders at 21.30 

91 High Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1EB 

Telephone: 01304 206118



E l h a m  
A n t iq u e s

Pine, Oak and Mahogany 
Furniture. 
Silver, Glass, Kitchenalia, 
Linens, etc., etc. 
from £2 -  £2000

HIGH STREET, ELHAM 
Near CANTERBURY, K ent

Opening Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday^ Saturday 
9.30 -  4.30 
Sunday 12 — 4.30

A

HE 
'WAREHOUSE

ARCHITECTURAL
ANTIQUES

Ba t h s
Brackets
SINKS
FIREPLACES ETC

O l d  m e t a l

TOYS S'MODELS

29-30 Queens Gardens, Worthington Street 
Dover Kent. CT17 9AH. Tel: 01304 242006

O5tU Stufalo
26 Castle Street, Dover, Kent CT161PW

01304206360
SPECIALISTS in the 

CONSERVATION and RESTORATION 

of FINE ART, PRINTS, DRAWINGS and 

WATERCOLOURS for MUSEUMS, 

GALLERIES, TRADE and 
PRIVATE CLIENTS

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICE 

TRADITIONAL ENGLISH HANDMADE 
FRAMES TO ORDER 

HAND DECORATED MOUNTS

Proprietor: Deborah Colam

%C.C. Taylor a . r . i . c . s

Chartered Surveyor

□  Planning & D esign  Scrvicc 

□  Extensions & Conversions 

□  New Buildings 

□  Refurbishment 

□  Structural Surveys

Please Call:

(01304) 822217
91 Lewisham Road,
River, Dover,
Kent CTI7 0PA



This and That 
DOVER CHAT

T h is  y e a r 's  D o v e r  f e s t i v a l  has the 
them e “Coastal Landscapes” and 
was launched rather earlier than 

usual, on Friday, 13 February. This was 
the date when the Lady Lovibund, a three- 
masted trading schooner, was wrecked on 
the Goodwin Sands in 1748. According to 
legend the ship can been seen again every 
50 years and this year, the 250th 
anniversary, attracted people from far and 
wide to do a bit of ghost-spotting. In Deal 
there were ghost walks and boat trips. The 
White Cliffs Countryside project officers 
advertised a walk to start at St. Margaret's 
Bay, for people armed with torches or 
candles in bottles. The story was reported 
in the national press, the Daily Telegraph 
giving it a half-page spread and recounting 
the lurid tales of spottings in other years, 
notably in 1798.

Unable to attend the walk myself, the 
following day I telephoned the W.C.C.P. 
office and discovered that over two 
hundred people had turned up for the 
ghost walk, but, alas, were disappointed. 
Perhaps the crew of the ghost ship were 
scared off by so much publicity!

The Festival promises, as usual, a great 
variety of entertainment of all kinds, with 
something for everyone. Please write an 
account of your visits to festival events.
What has happened, I wonder, about all 

the chat concerning a cliff lift or cable car 
to Dover Castle from the town? Why is it 
that so m any of the good ideas for 
improving Dover's tourist facilities come 
to nothing?

I was reading the other day that London 
is to get a spectacular cable car service 
across the Thames between the East India 
Docklands Light Railway Station and the 
M illennium exhibition site at

Greenwich.The skyride will be 85 metres 
above the river and the system could carry 
up to 2500 passengers an hour using 23 
cabins. Would that Dover were planning 
even a two-car cable system for the 
Millennium?

By the way has anyone heard any chat 
at all about what Dover IS planning?

The Dover Society is hoping to 
contribute in some small way to the 
celebrations and various suggestions have 
been received. Of these the one that I 
think is most favoured is a plan to install 
plaques on notable,historic sites in Dover 
A lunch time party for members was also 
suggested. Please write in with your ideas.

Another plan for the Thames at 
Greenwich is to construct London's first 
cruise terminal. At least in this respect 
Dover is not lagging behind. Thanks to the 
Harbour Board, we have a thriving cruise 
terminal and a second one planned.

The Newsletter has not contained a lot 
of cruise news in the last few issues. Tb 
complement all the writing I am hoping to 
collect about the festival theme of "Coastal 
Landscapes", I hope the next issue will 
contain up-to-date news on the second 
cruise term inal. It would also be 
interesting to include a section on the 
views of members who have taken cruises 
out of Dover in the first year of the 
terminal. If you sailed from Dover in 1997, 
could I persuade you to write a short 
account of your holiday for the next issue.

Tb end I would like to thank all our 
regular advertisers for supporting us and 
also to welcome three new advertisers, De 
Bradelei Wharf, Star Tkxis and Kent 
Photos. Your help is invaluable in 
contributing to our printing costs.

The Editor



PROGRAM M E
APRIL 27 
Monday 7.30 
Members Only

MAY 2
Saturday 9 a.m. 
M embers and  guests 
Pencester Road
- usual pick-up points

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Speaker: Dr. A.Percival MBE FSA 
St. M ary's Parish Centre 
Parking at Stembrook

With Dick &  Dorothy Bolton TOUR OF THE MARSH
Visiting selected churches - £12 
Lunch in  Rye (no t included in  price)
Return approx. 5.30 p.m.

SATURDAY in MAY or JUNE Visit to Coastguard Station

JUNE 13 
Saturday 1 p.m. 
Pencester Road
- usual pick-up points

Half-day excursion to RAMSGATE 
Guided tour by Brian May - £10 per person

JULY 18 
Saturday 6.40 
Pencester Road
- usual pick-up points

SEPTEMBER 19

SEPTEMBER 23 
Details la ter

OCTOBER 19
Monday 7.30

NOVEMBER 16 
Monday 7.30

VISIT TO CALAIS AND MARBLE TOUR
£22 per person, lunch  no t included 
7.30 Ferry from  Eastern Docks 
Return approx. 8.30 - 9 p.m .

Barge trip on MIROSA

Visit to BANK OF ENGLAND MUSEUM 
Booked visit 2.p.m. £12

]v®SII?e r s  m e e t in g
Speakers: Lesley Cum berland, Tterry Sutton 
St. M ary's Parish Centre

MEMBERS MEETING
Speakers: Richard Weald, C hristine Down 
St. M ary's Parish Centre

DECEMBER 19 
Saturday 7.30

CHRISTMAS FEAST
Dover College Refectory



The Pines Garden  
& The Bay M useum

Beach Road, Sl Margaret's B ay  
Tel: 01304 852764

GARDENS:
Open Daily and Weekends 
throughout the year.

MUSEUM:
Open Easter,
Bank Holidays, 
then  end of May 
to early September
2.00 pm to 5.30 pm  Closed on Christmas Day 
(last entrance 5.00 pm)

chartered architect 
and art services

9 Castle Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1PT 
tel: 01304 242749 fax: 01304 213072

Piano
Tuning
ROBIN BASFORD
207886
(evenings)

DOVER COUNSELLING CENTRE
Charity No. 800988

Offers you 
GENERAL Counselling 

EMPLOYEE Counselling 
RELATE Marriage Guidence 

CRUSE Bereavement Care 
K.C.A. Alcohol Counselling

9 St. James’s Street, Dover, Kent

TEL (01304) 204123

Field's Secretarial Services
18 Castle Street, Dover CT16 1 PW 

Tel: 215761/213072

I THE COPY SHOP THAT CARES I
TYPING/WORD PROCESSING 

& DESK TOP PUBLISHING
/% We are tfie specialists for: /%

CVS (all professions)
Company Overspill/Confidential Reports 
Manuscripts, Theses & General Typing

We guarantee continuity and reliability with all 
projects confidentially, speedily and accurately completed.

Registered under the Data. Protection Act - your information is safe in our hxinds.

PHOTOCOPYING
C A N O N  L A S E R  C O L O U R
FOR SUPERB CORIES OF PHOTOS, SLIDES, PRINTS ETC. 

G L O S S Y  COLOUR COPIES ALSO AVAILABLE

AO PLANS/DRAWINGS
I DAYGLO POSTERS TO DOUBLE CROWN |

L A M I N A T I N G  U P  T O  A 1

Produced and printed by A.R. Adams & Sons (printers) Ltd, Dour Street, Dover


