
Hands Across the Channel
-LEO W RIGHT.

CROSS-CHANNEL CONTACTS have gone on during the w inter season. As reported 
elsewhere we were very pleased to welcome six officers of Calais Accueil and  
l'Association France-Grande-Bretagne to our Christm as Feast.

On 24 January  seven of us and 
tw enty-eight m em bers of the 
Dover Choral Society (Conductor:
M ichael Foad, Dover Society 
m em ber) attended the New Year 
D inner of the Association France- 
Grande-Bretagne at the Casino de 
Calais.

This en ta iled  tak ing  the 
3.00p.m. crossing and  return ing  
by the 1.00a.m. from Calais, so 
tha t we could get to bed, tired  but 
happy, at 3.15a.m. Not quite the 
longest day, but well worth it.

Michael had prepared a pro­
gram m e to precede the dinner, 
illustrating the history of English 
music from early Church m usic 
to the Beatles - in  one hour! The 
chorus and  soloists were of a very 
high standard and the audience 
(and the press notices the next 
day) were very appreciative.

The concert was followed by 
the aperitif and (French-need one 
say more?) d inner and dancing, 
though les Anglais had to leave in  
tim e to catch the ferry, to which 
we were expertly piloted.

Invitations are, of course, to 
the Dover Society bu t it is not 
possible to distribute a special 
circu lar a t short notice to all 
members. Therefore, if m em bers 
who would like to a ttend future 
functions of this k ind  in  France 
will drop m e a note or give me 
th e ir  nam es at one of our 
m eetings I w ill keep them  
inform ed. T here 's p len ty  of 
English spoken or you can 
exercise your French.

Not quite all twenty-eight members of the Dover Choral Society at 
the Casino de Calais. At the far right Michael Foad, Conductor, and 
to his right, Mesdames Coffey and Tailliez-Bouriez, Vice-President 
and President of L’Association France-Grande-Bretagne.

------------- 7 PRESS CU TTIN G --------------
Association France-Grande- Bretagne 

Bravo aux amis de Douvres
Pour leur traditionnel banquet annuel de I’an nouveau les 
responsables et membres de L'Association France-Grande- 
Bretagne avaient eu I’excellente idee d’inviter dans la cite 
des Six-bourgeois leurs amis de la chorale de Douvres. 
C’est dans les salons du casino qu’une centaine de convives 
ont pu ainsi, aux cotes de Mme Denise Tailliez presidente de 
France-Grande-Bretagne, de M. Fayeulle vice-president et 
de Mme Anne Coffey secretaire, apprecier les chants 
interprets par les quelque 26 choristes qul etaient venus a 
Calais et qui representaient le huitieme de ‘effectif total de la 
chorale de Douvres.

Une formation placee sous la direction de M. Michael 
Foad qui, I’autre soir, etait presentee aux membres de 
I’association France-Grande-Bretagne par M. Leon Wright, 
le sympathique secretaire de la “Dover Society”. La Chorale 
de Douvres, qui rassemble 200 chanteurs et chanteuses, 
s’est produite en 1997 4 fois a Londres a I’occasion de 
grands concerts.

Une bien agreable soiree pour tous les convives puisque 
apres les chansons tous ont pu deguster un savoureux 
repas de fete. Des liens amicaux nouveaux se sont ainsi 
tisses entre les membres des deux associations. Les 
Calaisiens, membres de France-Grande-Bretagne ont pu 
apprecier une fois encore tout le dynamisme qul animait 
leurs responsables. B.B.


