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H aving had my arms gently twisted by Jack Woolford, our Chairman, who is 
also Chairman o f the K.F.A.S., I rather reluctantly agreed to represent the 
Dover Society at this conference. Waste disposal, pollution and Channel 

TUnnel Rail Links do not make an immediate appeal, but after two days of excellent 
speakers and discussion one could get really enthusiastic about the potential 
improvements which amenity societies can promote.

The first subject was HOUSING; in the 
next ten years the Kent Structure Plan 
allows for 87,000 more homes, 6,100 in 
Dover. This is partly due to changes in 
social trends, for instance young people 
moving away from home. In over 20 
years it is reckoned that 6% more peo
ple w ill need 20% more homes. At 
present about 5% o f houses are unoccu
pied, which in Kent amounts to 30,000.

We went on to consider WATER for 
Kent. We have an average o f 600mm of 
rain per annum, o f which 570mm 
evaporates!! Our permeable rocks give 
us three-quarters o f requirements from 
wells and bore holes. We have 170 

pumping stations in Kent, two reser
voirs, managed by six water companies 
and each o f us uses 150 litres o f water 
per day. Although any firm abstracting 
water must be licensed, half our river

water has disappeared this century and 
the Environment Agency (formerly the 
National Rivers Authority) is urgently 
considering schemes such as metering 
and is transferring water from Hamp
shire and other sources.

After a good lunch, we had a most 
interesting afternoon on Kent's WASTE 
CRISIS. In 1989 Richard Boden, o f Wye, 
formed a not-for-profit business called 
"W yecycle Limited", to protect the 
environment and create employment 
through the reduction o f waste. The 
citizens o f Wye sort their rubbish into 
different containers paper and card
board, glass bottles and jars, tins and 
cans, textiles and simply. These are 
collected weekly from the kerb side. 
Organic kitchen and garden waste are 
also collected weekly. Re-usable items 
are collected monthly, anything from



armchairs and washing machines to 
paint pots and crockery. Wood is sifted 
by a local carpenter and distributed 
as firewood. The only material not 
accepted is plastic. The town has a refill 
system for house cleaning products and 
urges that carrier bags should be reused 
and over-packaged goods rejected.

We were taken to the 'Wyecycle' depot 
in some large sheds in the country and 
to a nearby organic farm. The whole 
enterprise does not pay for itself and, 
at present, is subsidised by the K.C.C., 
but securing this involves almost 
a war, between "community-based 
waste reduction" and the K.C.C.'s pref
erence for "technology-based waste 
management" -  i.e. chiefly incineration, 
which needs constant feeding and still 
leaves ash to be dealt with. A  really 
interesting afternoon!

We returned to CHANNEL TUNNEL 
RAIL LINK UPDATE, which will cost 
£3 billion and has 100 workers at present, 
and ARCHITECTURE IN KENT, telling 
us about the formation o f an Architec
ture Centre in a disused building in 
Chatham, where all are welcome at dis
cussions and consultations.

I had wondered how I should sleep in 
a student bed after all these years. I need 
not have worried. I could hardly keep 
awake in the Wheelwright's Bar at the 
end o f the day.

Sunday morning began with a survey 
o f the Kent Federation, undertaken by 
our own Mrs. Snezena Lawrence. The 
federation has 2,000 members and most 
societies number between 100 and 600. 
The survey is ongoing, focussing on 
communication between societies, 
sharing events and suggested contacting 
o f sixth form pupils.

Judge Babington then gave an account 
o f the CHILHAM ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION SOCIETY, formed when 
Lord Masserine encouraged ear-splitting 
groups to use Chilham castle as a venue.

After many unavailing skirmishes the 
death of the owner put an end to the 
battle!

HOW POLLUTED IS KENT? a talk by 
the Environmental Manager from the 
K.C.C. drew our attention to Kent's shore 
line; pollution from passing ships and
47,000 complaints per year about dogs! Un
believable.

This led on to Kent's TRANSPORT 
PROBLEMS presented by Gary Thomas of 
the C.P.R.E. He traced the history of trans
port from horses, canals, railways 
(1850-1950) to the present environmental 
problems of cars - 160,000 a day on the 
M25 at Dartford. The roads, he said, are 
necessary for economic growth. He did not 
give me a straight answer when I decried 
the use of huge lorries on the roads of our 
small island.

After lunch on Sunday we had two 
very interesting talks on RECYCLING. 
The first was by Alan McKendrick, 
Chief Executive of Aylesford Newsprint, 
where the input is 100% recycled, they 
have a way o f de-inking newsprint, 
using water from bore holes; they 
have a combuster which produces 
ash to make roads and they have a rail
way siding from which one-third of their 
produce goes to Europe. Roger Thom of 
Pflzers described their "Waste Beater" 
group which has saved £50,000 in 
costs, donated £5000 to charity and 
been presented with an award for 
saving one million plastic cups (approx. 
4,700 a day). There are 3,500 people 
on this 100 acre site. Other recycling 
involves cans, cards, stamps, envelopes, 
paper, cardboard, rubber bands, toner car
tridges, footwear and batteries.

After tea I drove home through the 
beautiful countryside o f Kent in 
glorious weather, much encouraged 
by the work o f societies like ours 
and hoping that other members w ill 
decide to enjoy next year's conference - 
perhaps without having the arm twisted.


