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THE DOVER SOCIETY LENDS A HAND IN 
LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE

T,  he attention o f the Projects 
Committee was drawn to the 

invasion of East Cliff by gargantuan 
weeds. Encouraged by the wet weather in 
late June their height was phenomenal, far 
out-stripping even the tallest o f the 
carefully planted shrubs.

a prime position where it is clearly seen 
by all who enter or leave the UK via Dover 
Eastern Docks.

The contrast between this section of 
Dover Sea Front and that maintained so 
professionally by Dover Harbour Board 
is unbelievable. Likewise the new
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Yes, we have at East Cliff not only a 
widened A20 and improved sea defences 
but also carefully constructed raised beds 
with carefully selected shrubs and ground 
cover plantings. Species include ajuga, 
griselinia, buckthorn and roses.

Unfortunately there seems to be no 
ongoing management plan for the care and 
upkeep of this amenity, situated as it is in

A20 Dover roundabouts are scruffy and 
lacking the care and attention they 
deserve. The Department of Transport's 
response when the situation was pointed 
out to them was 'lack of resources' but it 
did agree to the Dover Society, the Dover 
Harbour Board and the KCC coming 
together to try to resolve the impasse 
without delay.



Gargantuan Weeds - many more in background

Within three days a volunteer group 
from the Dover Society and Dover 
Harbour Board was formed to clear several 
truck loads of dominant weeds from the 
planted beds, thereby immediately and 
substantially improving their appearance 
and saving the shrubs of the East Cliff 
sea-front from suffocation by their

rivals. The prompt 
action also meant 
seed heads were 
removed before 
the seeds were 
scattered.

It was a mag
nificent effort by 
the volunteers but 
much else needs 
to be done on 
the new stretch 
of the A20.

Interviewed by 
Bob Dale of BBC 
Radio Kent, the 
Dover Society 
spokesman said 
we were happy to 
help out on this 
occasion but those 

responsible need to have arrangements in 
place for an on-going maintenance 
schedule i f  this newly installed public 
amenity is to be sustainable as an attractive 
feature of the Gateway of England.

Following the completion of the three- 
and-a-half hour session o f Saturday 

5th July a further 
group was organised 
to complete the job 
on the following 
Saturday.

The project was 
sponsored by 
Dover Harbour 
Board.
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Below L-R: Jeremy Cope, Terry Sutton, Joe Harman, John Owen, DHB 
Truck Driver


