
disabled included access by ramp to the 
War Memorial and sports facilities.

The real vision of the future was a coun
cil that listened to what people said and 
then responded to their needs as quickly 
as possible. The machinery was in place 
and it was important that as many peo
ple as possible had an input to the demo
cratic process. This included standing as 
Tbwn Councillors - though not in Tbwer 
Hamlets!

History had shown that when the

people of Dover worked together they 
were unbeatable. Even with current prob
lems there was a new spirit in our town 
that assured us of a great future.

Thanking the Tbwn Clerk and Tbwn 
Mayor for their addresses and spirited 
responses to questions, the Chairman ex
pressed surprise and hinted at misgiving 
that Dover District Council, which the 
society had helped to save from extinc
tion, was again scheduled eventually to 
disappear. A re-think would necessary.

---------- INTERVAL------------
A fter the interval members divided into 

three discussion groups to give their 
opinions on a variety of topics.
The questions and responses were as 
follows:
Question 1. Is anything wrong with sign 
posting in Dover?
Responses: The sign posting for pedestri
ans in the town was approved, especially 
some of the new signs recently added. 
Some people thought there needed to 
be more pedestrian signs leading to the 
castle.

Signs for motorists entering or leaving 
the town were sometimes confusing and 
may need more thought and attention.

Some signs were out-of-date: e.g. Old 
sign to Transport Museum had not been 
removed.

Question 2. Should there be a ski lift ( or 
other link) from the town to the castle? 
Responses: YES. - Most people in favour and 
many different suggestions. Most people 
did not favour a ski-lift - but preferred the 
idea of some kind of cliff lift or funicular 
This could be cut into the cliff face and 
blended with the surrounding landscape.

Various sites were favoured, including 
the sites at the back o f the Sports Centre 
Car Parks, or at the Henry VIII fort at East 
Cliff. Possibilities - a lift, water or electri
cally operated - a lift in a tunnel - a glass 
lift. Car parking was discussed - the old

Thompson's garage site seems the obvious 
answer at present - but is it ear-marked 
for future development?

It was felt that the desirability o f 
this kind of link with the town was essen
tial to bring visitors to the castle into 
the town.

One ambitious suggestion was for a 
cable car system to link Eastern and 
Western Heights.
Question 3. Should the White Cliffs have 
a public Art Trail?

Responses: This had been discussed at pre
vious meetings. Answer still NO from the 
majority of members.
Question 4. Should the Society go on the 
Internet?

Responses: No, not necessary, apart from 
a mention on a list on the DDC page for 
the town.
Question 5. Are Dover's attractions and 
facilities adequate for young people?

Responses: No.
Members supported the Town Council's 
ideas for a Ten-Pin Bowling alley and for a 
space for roller-blading.
Other suggestions - small areas for activi
ties like basketball practice. Making the 
Sports Centre more available to young peo
ple, perhaps with more realistic entry fees 
for school children. Also does it need 
up-dating?



Question 6. How should the Dover 
Society mark the Millennium? 
Suggestions: Perhaps donate an object, like 
a clock, or contribute to a project, like 
restoring the Gateway water fountain, or 
provide a riverside walk ramp, or help to 
restore the beauty of Connaught Park 
in some way.

Alternatively to find out what plans the 
DDC have and contribute to those.

In addition maybe have a lunch time 
party for Dover Society members!

Additional questions provided by 
the Tbwn Clerk
1. Where KCC and DDC budget cuts are 
threatening to reduce services in Dover,

should the Town Council concentrate on 
lobbying these bodies to maintain the serv
ices in question. (An example given was 
the provision of Salt for the Salt Bins) 
or should they take over these services 
themselves?
Answer: Continue to lobby for KCC or DDC 
to maintain the services.
2. Is there a project in the town which the 
Town Council should pursue in partner
ship with Dover District Council? 
Suggestions:
(a) Clean up litter in key spots in the town.
(b) Tidy up Cowgate Cemetery.
(c) Discuss making more of the Western 

Heights.

Plaque to the Unknown 
Warrior____budge adams
Readers may like to refer to pages 14 of Newsletters No. 28 and 
9 of No. 29.

Two notable additions have recently been made to the 
assemblage that forms Dover's only reference to the home
coming of the Unknown Soldier- the plaque on the wall of 
the Cruise Tferminal near to the spot where the body as 
landed. A few days before Armistice Day the photograph 
displayed on an easel near the plaque at the time of its 
dedication, now beautifully mounted and framed, was hung 
above the plaque by Dover Harbour Board.

On the 8th November members of the Federation 
Nationale des Combattants de Belgique (formed in 1922) 
and of the F.N.C. [London] (1945) were at Westminster 
Abbey at the Ibmb of the Unknown Soldier where the Dean 
lit the Tbrches which are the branches' sign and signal. 
The Tbrches were then taken to the Belgian Embassy where 
they rested for the night.

The following day the combined party left for Ostend 
and Brussels and stopped off at Dover, as it had for many 
years, for a ceremony which this time was in the Cruise 
Tferminal. A shield with the insignia of the F.N.C. was fixed 
above the photograph and a wreath of poppies was laid 
below. Now with the status of a memorial the assemblage 
is formed from the shield, the framed photograph, the 
plaque recording the return of the Unknown Soldier and a 
smaller plate that gives credit to the Dover Society for its 
part in the implementation of the whole project.

The photograph was taken by John Gerrard
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