
The Tbwn Council had taken over and 
improved allotments and could act to 
promote the arts, footway lighting, the 
clearance of litter, car and cycle parking 
and tourism, etc. It must be consulted by 
Dover District Council on planning 
applications and may make grants 
to voluntary organisations. These had 
already included play schools, the Music 
Centre, the Bronze Age Boat Trust, the 
Boccia Club, the Dover Festival and the 
Regatta.

The Tbwn Council was funded by a 
precept, currently £16.09, collected from 
local Council tax payers, which currently 
amounted to £190,000.

Matters of involvement included licens
ing, street furniture, trading consents, 
and appointments of school governors. 
Representations had been made on 
Channel TUnnel closures, French lorry 
drivers' strikes, Buckland Hospital, 
Coombe Valley access, bootlegging and 
asylum-seekers, etc.

It maintained historic ceremonials, 
notably those of the Cinque Ports, and 
planned to add twinning links to 
Zeebrugge in addition to those with 
Calais and Split. It had revived the 
Dover Day and Ball.

Links with Dover District Council, 
Tbwn Centre Management, the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Police, the Citizen's 
Advice Bureau - and the Dover Society -  
were close and co-operative.

Prospective developments included 
decoration of the Aycliffe roundabout 
("Welcome to Dover") on the A20, a roller- 
blading area, and a ten-pin bowling alley.

The Council Offices in Castle Street, 
as a focus for activities including meet
ing rooms and window displays, were 
an asset.

If new Regional Assemblies and the 
abolition of County Councils, as forecast 
by the Member for Dover, materialised, 
the role of the Dover Tbwn Council might 
greatly expand.

THE TOWN MAYOR'S VISION
COUNCILLOR PAUL SHELDRAKE

The present government's commit 
ment to Regional Assemblies and 
unitary authorities everywhere meant 

that Kent County Council would be re
placed by a layer of government probably 
covering an area (excluding London) from 
Milton Keynes to Dover, and that Dover 
District Council would be replaced by an 
authority encompassing Canterbury, 
Thanet and Dover. Government commit
ment also to the devolution of power to 
as local a level as possible must mean 
Dover Tbwn Council taking on greater 
responsibilities. He would expect it to 
deal with all but the largest planning 
applications.

Consequently Dover Tbwn Council al
ready used its powers in a more imagina
tive and responsible way than many

others, protecting our town's histoiy and 
heritage but not stopping its progress or 
stifling its future. Like the Dover Society 
the Council believed that a good environ
ment was a good investent. Only by 
listening to local people could many 
problems be solved.

Hence money had been put into the 
improvement of Bench Street's appear
ance, into events which should bring peo
ple to the town, to the Music Centre, the 
YMCA, the Dover Youth Theatre Project, 
etc. Lobbying for improved access to our 
main industrial estate and in connection 
with the influx of refugees and bootleg
gers had taken place. It was hoped to rem
edy the shortage of leisure facilities with 
a dedicated rollerblading area and a ten
pin bowling alley. Provision for the



disabled included access by ramp to the 
War Memorial and sports facilities.

The real vision of the future was a coun
cil that listened to what people said and 
then responded to their needs as quickly 
as possible. The machinery was in place 
and it was important that as many peo
ple as possible had an input to the demo
cratic process. This included standing as 
Tbwn Councillors - though not in Tbwer 
Hamlets!

History had shown that when the

people of Dover worked together they 
were unbeatable. Even with current prob
lems there was a new spirit in our town 
that assured us of a great future.

Thanking the Tbwn Clerk and Tbwn 
Mayor for their addresses and spirited 
responses to questions, the Chairman ex
pressed surprise and hinted at misgiving 
that Dover District Council, which the 
society had helped to save from extinc
tion, was again scheduled eventually to 
disappear. A re-think would necessary.

---------- INTERVAL------------
A fter the interval members divided into 

three discussion groups to give their 
opinions on a variety of topics.
The questions and responses were as 
follows:
Question 1. Is anything wrong with sign 
posting in Dover?
Responses: The sign posting for pedestri
ans in the town was approved, especially 
some of the new signs recently added. 
Some people thought there needed to 
be more pedestrian signs leading to the 
castle.

Signs for motorists entering or leaving 
the town were sometimes confusing and 
may need more thought and attention.

Some signs were out-of-date: e.g. Old 
sign to Transport Museum had not been 
removed.

Question 2. Should there be a ski lift ( or 
other link) from the town to the castle? 
Responses: YES. - Most people in favour and 
many different suggestions. Most people 
did not favour a ski-lift - but preferred the 
idea of some kind of cliff lift or funicular 
This could be cut into the cliff face and 
blended with the surrounding landscape.

Various sites were favoured, including 
the sites at the back o f the Sports Centre 
Car Parks, or at the Henry VIII fort at East 
Cliff. Possibilities - a lift, water or electri
cally operated - a lift in a tunnel - a glass 
lift. Car parking was discussed - the old

Thompson's garage site seems the obvious 
answer at present - but is it ear-marked 
for future development?

It was felt that the desirability o f 
this kind of link with the town was essen
tial to bring visitors to the castle into 
the town.

One ambitious suggestion was for a 
cable car system to link Eastern and 
Western Heights.
Question 3. Should the White Cliffs have 
a public Art Trail?

Responses: This had been discussed at pre
vious meetings. Answer still NO from the 
majority of members.
Question 4. Should the Society go on the 
Internet?

Responses: No, not necessary, apart from 
a mention on a list on the DDC page for 
the town.
Question 5. Are Dover's attractions and 
facilities adequate for young people?

Responses: No.
Members supported the Town Council's 
ideas for a Ten-Pin Bowling alley and for a 
space for roller-blading.
Other suggestions - small areas for activi
ties like basketball practice. Making the 
Sports Centre more available to young peo
ple, perhaps with more realistic entry fees 
for school children. Also does it need 
up-dating?


