
h o w e v e r, as  o u r  tro o p s  (C a n a d ia n s , 
I seem  to rem em ber) n eared  th e  Calais 
area shelling becam e alm ost continuous, 
in  th e  last day starting  at two a.m. w ith  
seven in  th e  first hour. More shells w ere 
fired in  th e  sea around  te n  o’clock and  at 
m id d a y  th e  a ll c le a r  so u n d e d . B efore 
long ano ther shell hera lded  th e  beginning 
o f  th r e e  h o u rs  c o n t in u o u s  b o m b a rd ­
m ent, the  very  last shell falling on th e  op­
p o s ite  s id e  o f  th e  M arke t S q u are  (on  
H ubbard 's U m brella Shop, w here  th e  TSB 
is now ) a t q u a r te r  p a s t se v e n  in  th e  
e v e n in g  o f  T uesday , 26 th  S e p te m b e r  
1944. A nd w h e n  it w as a n n o u n c e d  b y  
th e  M ayor, th ro u g h  th e  lo u d sp e a k e rs  
th a t had  b ee n  pu t on lam pposts th rough­
o u t th e  m a in  s tre e t, th a t  all th e  g u n  
s i te s  h a d  b e e n  c a p tu r e d  m u s ic  w as 
p layed  for the  rest of th e  day. O ne certain  
tu n e  -  'O nce aboard the  lugger, and the  
girl is m ine ' -  seem ed m ost popular, being 
p layed m any  tim es th roughou t the day!

Before then, however, the  doodlebug

raids had  started  and w hile no t m any  fell 
in  Dover, som e h itting  th e  cliffs as th ey  
cam e in  flying too low  to clear, o th e rs  
w ere shot dow n by  RAF fighters or b y  the  
ack-ack guns th a t h ad  b ee n  set up  around 
th e  coast, som e even on our Sea Front. I 
can  still rem em ber being w oken one night 
by  a loud  harsh  vibrating noise and  look­
in g  th ro u g h  m y  b e d ro o m  w in d o w  in  
M arkland Road seeing th is strange light 
crossing the  sky ju s t above P lum  Pudding 
Hill. W hen daylight cam e and we could 
see these  little  p ilotless p lanes head ing  
in la n d  w e rea lise d  w h a t w as going on  
b u t it w as som e tim e  befo re  ea rly  one 
m orning we saw m any  o ther p lanes head ­
ing in  th e  opposite d irection  above th e  
sa m e  h ill , p la n e  a f te r  p la n e , m o s tly  
Dakotas and o ther p lanes pulling gliders, 
on th e ir  way, we learned  later, for A rnhem  
and  N ijm egen.
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I w as eight years o f age on the  15th of 
August 1940 and  m y  only b irthday  gift 
w as a w rist w atch . T he overw ound 

w atch w as re tu rn ed  w ith in  a w eek to the  
Biggin Street w atchm aker and  I was no t to 

see th a t w atch again for m any  years.
At th e  beg inn ing  o f Ju n e  th e  WVS m ade 

m ountains of sandw iches and  brew ed gal­
lons of te a  w hich was d istributed in  huge 
b row n teapots by  Cubs and  Scouts to the 
carpet of soldiers lying on  the  M arine Sta­
tion  platform s. Tea was poured into he l­
mets, m ess tins, tobacco tins, any container 
because th e  Cubs w ere too sm all to carry 
cups and th e  soldiers seem ed to have left 
everything at Dunkirk. Southern  Railway 
cleared all the  soldiers and th e  following 
Sunday all th e  school ch ild ren  too. But 
th e re  w ere still p len ty  of people to w atch 
th e  skies.

In  Ju ly  th e  Stuka dive-bom bers concen­
tra ted  on  th e  harbou r b u t th ey  w ere vul­
nerable and  even  th e  anti-aircraft gunners 
m a n ag e d  to dow n a few  an d  th e  RAF 
fighters sorted  out th e  rest. But th e n  th e  
Navy scarpered to Portsm outh leaving only 
a few MTBs and  air-sea rescue launches 
w ith  Dutch and  N orw egian crews w hich 
sheltered  in  the  East Cliff subm arine pens.

In  August a BBC com m entator w as criti­
cised for reporting  th e  dog-fights in  th e  
style of a sports engagem ent -  b u t th a t is 
exactly w hat it was like. Every dow ned 
p lane was one of theirs and  every  victor 
was one of ours. T he after-m atch scores in  
1945 in d ica ted  a draw  ra th e r  th a n  th e  
hom e w in originally claim ed. But a Je rry  
away w in  was necessary  for a successful 
invasion because th e  hom e team  still had



th e  Royal Navy in  th e  pavilion  at Port­
sm outh  and  Scapa Flow. T here w ere play­
ing cards w ith  b lack silhouettes of friend 
and  foe aircraft and  even sm aller cigarette 
cards w ith  coloured p ictures to tu rn  eve­
ryone into p lane recognition experts. I f  it 
w as diving and  h ad  b e n t w ings w ith  its 
w heels dow n it w as probably a Stuka and 
if  it h ad  two engines it was a H einkel. At
20,000 fee t you  could see th e  contrails, 
h e a r  th e  ch a tte r  o f m ach in e  guns, th e  
crum p of th e  anti-aircraft shell explosions 
(at n igh t th e  ack-ack shells cracked evilly 
ra th e r th a n  the  day-tim e crum p -  som e­
th ing  to do w ith  atm ospherics). But recog­
nize p lanes -  never! W hen the H urricane 
m istakenly  shot dow n all th e  barrage bal­
loons along th e  Folkestone Road it was 
generally  agreed  th a t it was probably a 
M esserschm itt 109 after all, since it had  
b lack crosses all over it. We soon learned  
to wait for the  ack-ack shrapnel w hich clat­
te red  off th e  roofs to cool before adding it 
to WWII collection.

T he Royal Navy presence was m inim al 
b u t I suspect th e  sailors nev e r got past 
Snargate Street, w hich  provided  all th e  
necessary  com forts to w ar-w eary seam en. 
HMS Lynx, staffed by  WRENs w as located 
at Dover College b u t w isely m oved to the 
Dover County (now G ram m ar) School for 
Boys. The hillside b eh ind  th e  school is still 
honeycom bed w ith  th e ir  air-raid shelters. 
T here w ere lots of RAF and WAAF person­
nel who ran  th e  radar station at Swingate. 
T here w ere surprisingly few soldiers who 
w ere scattered  in  p en n y  packets around 
th e  p erim ete r of Dover.

Canadian troops w ere living in  th e  eight 
u n fin ished  sem i-detached houses at the  
end  of M arkland Road. Field k itchens in  
th e  g a rd e n s  p ro v id e d  food. L a te r  th e  
Elms Vale Recreation G round's changing 
room s w ere  th e  so ld iers ' d in ing  room . 
T he sloping floor indicated tha t previously 
th e  shed  h ad  b e e n  a m ilking shed. The 
soldiers converted  the  dairy into a k itchen  
and  d ilapidated  buildings w ere repa ired  
a n d  c o n v e r te d  in to  s to re ro o m s . T h e  
catering  staff and service corps personnel 
rem ain ed  m ore or less perm anen t. The

in f a n t r y  l iv in g  in  c iv i l ia n  h o m e s  
changed constantly. The Green Howards 
w ere here. At the  end  of Bluebell Wood was 
a c o m p a n y  p o s it io n  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  
H ougham  road. A nti-tank  dragon  te e th  
covered by  gun positions on b o th  sides 
of th e  road w ere located  at the end  o f the 
rec re a tio n  ground  ( th en  th e  m u n ic ip a l 
dum p).

Halfw ay up  W hinless Down b eh in d  th e  
O ld  B arn  w e re  tw o a n t i - a ir c ra f t  g u n  
em placem ents -  b u t w h eth er th e re  w ere 
guns in  place depended  on w hat arm y  un it 
was in  residence. The concrete and  steel 
girder air-raid shelter beh ind  th e  Old Barn 
is still in  place. Behind Plum  Pudding Hill 
was an  em ergency  air strip com plete w ith  
a tiny  brick  control tow er and cam ouflaged 
p ark in g  spaces for airc raft. C ouncillo r 
Law's double garage in  Q ueens A venue 
was an  AFS fire station b u t since th e  fire­
m en  w ere no t allowed to use th e  Law's 
telephone, com m unications to H Q  w ere 
via th e  Elms Vale public te lephone. Occa­
sionally I passed vital m essages like "We're 
runn ing  out of sugar" or "W hen are the  
spare parts arriving?" But w ith  such com ­
m unications the  station soon closed.

O n th e  22nd August 1940 every th ing  
changed -  th e  first cross-Channel shell ar­
rived. Dover em ptied  -  b u t fast. T he p re­
w ar population  w as 41,281. The m id-w ar 
official guestim ate was 14,000. In  Bull's 
descrip tio n  h e  suggests 7,000. A no ther 
suggested figure for la te  1940 was 2,000 
w hich is probably too low b u t I find it b e ­
lievable. I walked stree t after stree t of va­
can t h ouses seeing  nobody. In  Q ueens 
A venue on ly  th re e  fam ilies rem a in ed , 
headed  by  Mr Pelham, pow er station elec­
trician, Royal Navy Seam an Fidler and coal 
m iner Richard Hale. Everyone w ith  any 
sense and not vital for defence w ent. Shops 
closed, streets w ere vacated, and  schools 
becam e Rest Shelters. The Battle of Brit­
ain  was alm ost over -  th e  B om bardm ent 
of Dover had  ju s t begun. I d idn 't see m y 
w atch u n til 1945 w hen  th e  w atch repairer 
opened  again!
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