
Wartime Dover
P erhaps p ro m p te d  b y  read in g  som e o f th e  w artim e m e m o ries  o f Budge Adams, 
p rin ted  in  issues 27 and  28 of th e  Newsletter, two m em bers, Mr M aurice W ilson and 
M r S.S.G. Hale, have sen t contributions relating som e of th e ir  experiences in  Dover 
during World War II. T hey  m ake in teresting  reading. Editor

Maurice Wilson
who lives in Weavering Street, Maidstone, writes:-

I was b o m  in  Dover in  1927 at a n u rs­
ing hom e n ea r the  co rner o f Maison 
D ieu  Road an d  Taswell S treet, and  

lived  in  H ea th fie ld  A venue u n til I was 
evacuated  w ith  th e  Dover Boys' C ounty 

School to Ebbw Vale in  1940. Even th e n  I 
re tu rn e d  ho m e for th e  school ho lidays 
u n t i l  I le f t sch o o l in  1943, r e tu rn in g  
to D over to jo in  m y  p a re n ts  (Dad w as 
th e  M anager of the  M aypole D airy Co. at 
48 Biggin Street, next to th e  King's Hall, 
a c in e m a )  a t th e i r  n e w  a d d re s s  in  
M arkland Road.

My first school was Miss L indsey's, 
from  age five u n til eight, w hen  I jo ined  
M iss R ookw ood 's class at th e  C o u n ty  
School. In  those days it was norm al to walk 
to school if  th e re  w a sn 't a co n v e n ie n t 
b u s route, and  m y  norm al route, w hich it 
w as accepted  you did on your own, was 
dow n to Barton Path, along to Beaconsfield 
Road, across th e  L o ndon  Road to th e  
ra ised  p art (Buckland Terrace) th e n  up  
p as t th e  C hapel to th e  a llo tm en ts  th a t 
ran  above U nion  Road (Coom be Valley 
Road) and  beh in d  the  Isolation H ospital 
in  N oah's Ark Road to th e  top en trance 
of the  school - I  believe th is w alk will be 
r e m e m b e r e d  b y  a t le a s t  o n e  o f  o u r  
Vice-Presidents! But from  th e  age of te n  
I g rad u a ted  to a bike, w h ich  w as very  
m uch  easier.

Dover was always a garrison tow n and 
w e becam e very  used  to th e  Navy and  the  
A rm y -  and  each reg im ent in  those days 
had  its ow n band  so th e re  was always an 
opportun ity  to lis ten  to them , either play­
ing for th e  hym ns at the  M orning Service

in  the  Castle C hurch or, on  any Sunday, 
on th e  parade ground at th e  G rand Shaft 
Barracks, apart from  th e  special treats, like 
"Beating the  Retreat" on th e  Sea Front or 
m arching th rough the  tow n in  cerem onial 
style on th e ir  arrival or departure. T hat's 
how  I saw m y first M ounted Band and m ay 
explain w hy to this day I am  still very  fond 
of brass bands.

Also there  w ere m any  th e n  unexplained  
happenings around us at th a t tim e -  for 
example, th e  erection  of th e  m assive steel 
tow ers b eh ind  th e  Castle. Not u n til m ush  
la te r did w e le a rn  th ey  w ere for Radio- 
Location (Radar).

After the  War started  and the  G erm ans 
n ea red  th e  C hannel Coast w e ch ild ren  
q u ic k ly  le a r n t  a b o u t w ar -  in  t ru th ,  
we q u ite  en joyed  it, p articu la rly  w h en  
th e  M e s s e r s c h m it ts  s h o t d o w n  th e  
barrage balloons th a t th e n  adorned  our 
tow n, k ee p in g  a score an d  ru sh in g  to 
pick up  the  shrapnel, although we soon 
le a rn t it w ould b e  very  h o t if  w e w ere  
too quick! Youngsters have no real sense 
of danger

O ne of m y  m ost vivid m em ories of 
tha t tim e was standing on th e  A dm iralty 
P ier w atch ing  all th e  d e s tro y e rs  an d  
o ther ships, th ree  or four deep, unloading 
our troops from  D unkirk to be taken  away 
by  tra in  after train . The following w eek 
all the  local schools jo in ed  th a t railway 
line as well, and  at m any  stations as we 
passed  th rough  Kent th e re  w ere vo lun­
teers, W.V.S., M others' Union, etc., waiting 
to give b uns and  cups of te a  to th e  w eary  
troops as the  trains pulled  up  to w ait for a



free line  ahead. It m ust have b ee n  a night- 
m a re  fo r  th e  ra ilw a y  a u th o r i t ie s  to 
organise, although we didn 't th in k  of it as 
such at the  tim e.

A fter that, from  1941 onwards, w hen  I 
re tu rn ed  hom e for the  holidays I travelled 
b y  bus and always had  to show m y Regis­
tra tion  details at th e  public house outside 
S w an ley , fo r n o n - re s id e n ts  w e re  n o t 
allowed into the  area.

I le f t  W ales fo r good in  1943, aged 
s ix tee n , a n d  f irs t jo in e d  th e  B orough 
T reasurer's office for about th ree  m onths 
u n til I started  in  th e  W estm inster Bank. 
This was in  th e  long building on th e  cor­
n e r  o f th e  M arket Square and  King Street, 
a single storey som e sixteen feet w ide at 
th e  beginning, leading to a two-storey o f­
fice block above the  M anager's Room. This 
design resulted in  a very  long underground 
area, partly  a safe w here custom ers' boxes 
w ere stored and  th ree  o ther areas for stor­
age, etc. N orm ally all staff w orked in  the  
Banking H alib u t during shelling (to w hich 
D over w as sub jected  from  12th August 
1940 u n til th e  26th Septem ber 1944) we 
left the  front door open  and  w en t dow n to 
th e  m ain  safe w here we had  set up  a coun­
te r  so th a t w ork could still carry  on for 
custom ers to a ttend  to th e ir  business and 
th e n  wait, if  they  wished, during long shell­
ing sessions. W hen th is happened , they  
shared our lunch  of sandw iches (the new  
'Spam' w as very popular) p repared  by  th e  
ledger keeper. O ur typist and adding m a­
ch in e  o p e ra to r  sh a re d  a n o th e r  cellar, 
shored u p  b y  bau lks of tim ber, w hile an­
o ther storage room  was occupied outside 
business hours by  fire-watchers, w hom  I 
had  to jo in  from  tim e to tim e. A nother of 
m y  duties at tha t tim e w as to visit th e  two 
u p p e r storeys to check th e  sand and w ater 
buckets, th is  p a rt o f th e  bu ild ing  being  
unoccup ied  and  derelict, due to w ar dam ­
age. T he b an k  build ing was dam aged at 
least six teen tim es during the  War and it 
was th e  b ank  itself tha t persevered to keep 
a service going.

In  o rd e r  to h e lp  in  th is , th e  m a in  
windows, som e te n  feet high and  five feet 
w ide, h ad  b e e n  rem oved  and  rep laced

by  a double brick  reinforced wall, except 31 
for a very  sm all w indow  h igh  up. The 
W estm inster w as no t th e  only b an k  tha t 
stayed open during raids and  shelling, for 
w hile Lloyds and  th e  N ational Provincial, 
also in  the  M arket Square, closed, Barclays 
in  C a n n o n  S tre e t an d  th e  M id land  in  
Pencester Road, kep t open. It m ay  seem  
s u r p r i s in g  th a t  so m a n y  b u s in e s s e s  
k e p t going, b u t  th e re  w a s n 't  a lo t o f 
choice, for un til 1944, at least, shelling and 
raids w ere qu ite  sporadic, w ith  som etim es 
days or even w eeks betw een  attacks. A nd 
you  still h a d  to get h o m e for lu n c h  or 
afte r w ork -  all you  did w as to cycle a 
little  faste r th ro u g h  th e  like ly  she lling  
areas! Shells ten d ed  to land  in  Dover in  
m ore or less set lines, and  it was w idely 
th o u g h t th a t  th is  w as b e c a u s e  m a n y  
of th e  guns w ere on curving railw ay tracks 
and  they  ten d ed  to stop in  the  sam e place 
before firing. This 'straight line of explo­
sions' can  be  seen  by  a close check of a 
m ap published by  the  Dover Express m any  
y ea rs  ago, an d  th e  lin e  I alw ays sped  
th rough  was th e  one ru n n in g  from  th e  
w este rn  side o f th e  M arket Square, on 
b eh in d  th e  Post Office, on to De Burgh 
Street and  on further. It is no t correct to 
th ink  tha t all Dover inhabitants o f tha t tim e 
ru shed  to th e  caves at every  inc iden t -  
the re  w ere m any, including all th e  people 
I knew, who never saw th e  inside of any 
of them !

A ltogether 2226 shells, 464 bom bs and 
th re e  p a ra c h u te  m in e s  fe ll in  D over 
d u rin g  th e  War an d  in  th e  fou r y ea rs  
b e tw e e n  1940 and  1944, G erm an  guns 
opened fire, e ither on convoys in  the  Straits 
o r on  th e  to w n  its e lf , s o m e tim e s  in  
retaliation to our ow n guns on top of the  
cliffs towards St. M argaret's Bay opening 
fire or m ore  o ften  on  su sp e c te d  troop  
m o v e m e n ts  o r  j u s t  p la in  'b lo o d y -  
m in d e d n e s s '.  T h e  a le r t  ( th e  n o rm a l 
a ir  ra id  w a rn in g  so u n d e d  tw ic e )  w as 
sou n d ed  and  th e  a le rt co n tin u ed  u n til  
usually  one hou r after th e  last shell had  
fa llen . S o m etim es  th e  G erm a n s  fire d  
ano ther soon after the  h o u r was up, and 
everybody was very  annoyed! At th e  end,



h o w e v e r, as  o u r  tro o p s  (C a n a d ia n s , 
I seem  to rem em ber) n eared  th e  Calais 
area shelling becam e alm ost continuous, 
in  th e  last day starting  at two a.m. w ith  
seven in  th e  first hour. More shells w ere 
fired in  th e  sea around  te n  o’clock and  at 
m id d a y  th e  a ll c le a r  so u n d e d . B efore 
long ano ther shell hera lded  th e  beginning 
o f  th r e e  h o u rs  c o n t in u o u s  b o m b a rd ­
m ent, the  very  last shell falling on th e  op­
p o s ite  s id e  o f  th e  M arke t S q u are  (on  
H ubbard 's U m brella Shop, w here  th e  TSB 
is now ) a t q u a r te r  p a s t se v e n  in  th e  
e v e n in g  o f  T uesday , 26 th  S e p te m b e r  
1944. A nd w h e n  it w as a n n o u n c e d  b y  
th e  M ayor, th ro u g h  th e  lo u d sp e a k e rs  
th a t had  b ee n  pu t on lam pposts th rough­
o u t th e  m a in  s tre e t, th a t  all th e  g u n  
s i te s  h a d  b e e n  c a p tu r e d  m u s ic  w as 
p layed  for the  rest of th e  day. O ne certain  
tu n e  -  'O nce aboard the  lugger, and the  
girl is m ine ' -  seem ed m ost popular, being 
p layed m any  tim es th roughou t the day!

Before then, however, the  doodlebug

raids had  started  and w hile no t m any  fell 
in  Dover, som e h itting  th e  cliffs as th ey  
cam e in  flying too low  to clear, o th e rs  
w ere shot dow n by  RAF fighters or b y  the  
ack-ack guns th a t h ad  b ee n  set up  around 
th e  coast, som e even on our Sea Front. I 
can  still rem em ber being w oken one night 
by  a loud  harsh  vibrating noise and  look­
in g  th ro u g h  m y  b e d ro o m  w in d o w  in  
M arkland Road seeing th is strange light 
crossing the  sky ju s t above P lum  Pudding 
Hill. W hen daylight cam e and we could 
see these  little  p ilotless p lanes head ing  
in la n d  w e rea lise d  w h a t w as going on  
b u t it w as som e tim e  befo re  ea rly  one 
m orning we saw m any  o ther p lanes head ­
ing in  th e  opposite d irection  above th e  
sa m e  h ill , p la n e  a f te r  p la n e , m o s tly  
Dakotas and o ther p lanes pulling gliders, 
on th e ir  way, we learned  later, for A rnhem  
and  N ijm egen.
® M. Wilson, Rose House, W eavering Street, 
Weavering, Maidstone, Kent M EM  5JR

Dover Boyhood Blitz
A contribution from S.S.G. Hale, who lives in Tfemple Ewell

I w as eight years o f age on the  15th of 
August 1940 and  m y  only b irthday  gift 
w as a w rist w atch . T he overw ound 

w atch w as re tu rn ed  w ith in  a w eek to the  
Biggin Street w atchm aker and  I was no t to 

see th a t w atch again for m any  years.
At th e  beg inn ing  o f Ju n e  th e  WVS m ade 

m ountains of sandw iches and  brew ed gal­
lons of te a  w hich was d istributed in  huge 
b row n teapots by  Cubs and  Scouts to the 
carpet of soldiers lying on  the  M arine Sta­
tion  platform s. Tea was poured into he l­
mets, m ess tins, tobacco tins, any container 
because th e  Cubs w ere too sm all to carry 
cups and th e  soldiers seem ed to have left 
everything at Dunkirk. Southern  Railway 
cleared all the  soldiers and th e  following 
Sunday all th e  school ch ild ren  too. But 
th e re  w ere still p len ty  of people to w atch 
th e  skies.

In  Ju ly  th e  Stuka dive-bom bers concen­
tra ted  on  th e  harbou r b u t th ey  w ere vul­
nerable and  even  th e  anti-aircraft gunners 
m a n ag e d  to dow n a few  an d  th e  RAF 
fighters sorted  out th e  rest. But th e n  th e  
Navy scarpered to Portsm outh leaving only 
a few MTBs and  air-sea rescue launches 
w ith  Dutch and  N orw egian crews w hich 
sheltered  in  the  East Cliff subm arine pens.

In  August a BBC com m entator w as criti­
cised for reporting  th e  dog-fights in  th e  
style of a sports engagem ent -  b u t th a t is 
exactly w hat it was like. Every dow ned 
p lane was one of theirs and  every  victor 
was one of ours. T he after-m atch scores in  
1945 in d ica ted  a draw  ra th e r  th a n  th e  
hom e w in originally claim ed. But a Je rry  
away w in  was necessary  for a successful 
invasion because th e  hom e team  still had


