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MEMBERS MAY HAVE NOTICED in  th e  local p ress and  a b r ie f  m e n tio n  in  las t D ecem b er’s 
N ew sletter th a t th e  W hite Cliffs C o u n try sid e  P ro ject h a s  a n ew  p e rso n  on  th e  te am . 
P au l H o lt jo in e d  th e  te a m  in  S e p te m b e r  1996. H e w e n t to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
H ertfo rd sh ire  an d  co m p le ted  a B.Sc H ons in  E n v iro n m en ta l S tudies. T h is  in c lu d ed  
a w o rk  p la c e m e n t y e a r  w h e re  Paul w orked  for th e  Y orkshire D ales N ational Park  
an d  th e  P arc N a tio n al D es C e v en n e s  in  F rance . A fte r f in ish in g  U n iv e rs ity  in  
H e r tfo rd sh ire  h e  w e n t to  w o rk  as a W arden  o f  a N a tio n a l N a tu re  R eserv e  in  
Ire lan d . A t th e  sa m e tim e  do ing  a re se a rch  M asters D egree w ith  U n iv ersity  C ollege 
C ork  on  h ed g e ro w  b irds. Before com ing  to D over h e  w o rk ed  for th e  L in co ln sh ire  
W ildlife T rust as an  ed u ca tio n a l o fficer a t G ibraltar po in t. T he m a in  a re a  th a t  Paul 
is w o rk in g  on  is th e  W estern  H eigh ts an d  W hin less D ow n in  Dover.

W ith  a n ew  ad d itio n  to th e  te a m  it h a s  b e e n  possib le  to s ta r t  a m o n ito rin g  
p ro g ra m m e for th e  b u tte rf lie s  on  th e  W estern  H eights. T h is  invo lves  w alk ing  a 
ro u te  o n ce  a w ee k  co u n tin g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  b u tte rf lie s  w ith in  a se t d istance. T h is 
w ill h e lp  show  h o w  successfu l th e  m a n a g e m e n t is. C e rta in  sp ec ie s  o f  b u tte rf ly  
n e e d  specific  p lan ts, for exam ple  th e  ra re  A donis Blue an d  C halk  H ill Blue n e e d  
H o rsesh o e  v e tch  for th e  ca te rp illa rs  to feed on. T h is p la n t on ly  occu rs in  sh o rt 
g rass so th e  grazing  h a s  to m a tch  th e  p la n ts  n eed s.

T h e  S pring  an d  ea rly  S u m m er on th e  W estern  H eigh ts  h a s  b e e n  im p re ss iv e  for 
th e  flow ers. T h e  cow slips on  a n u m b e r  o f th e  fields h a v e  in c re ase d  in  re c e n t y ea rs  
th a n k s  to th e  grazing. T h is  y e a r  w ith  no  su m m e r graz ing  on Rope W alk field  n e a r  
A yecliff it is a r io t o f  colour, w ith  K idney  v e tch  P y ram id a l o rch ids M ilkw ort an d  
m a n y  o thers.

W hin less D ow n is th e  on ly  site  in  K ent w h e re  th e  Scarce F o reste r M oth  occu rs it 
is a sh in y  m e ta llic  g ree n  an d  can  b e  se en  fly ing on  w arm  su n n y  days in  th e  m id d le  
o f Ju n e . It is c losely  re la ted  to th e  sp e c ta cu la r  red  an d  b la ck  six sp o t B u rn e t m o th  
w h ich  is fam ilia r  day  fly ing m o th .

T h e  n e w  W estern  H eigh ts le a fle t is go ing  lik e  h o t cakes an d  h a s  b e e n  a g rea t 
success. T h e  S u m m er G uided  W alks p ro g ra m m e is o u t now . It h a s  m o re  th a n  
th re e  h u n d re d  w alks to su it all ages an d  in te rests , an d  can  b e  found  in  T burist 
In fo rm a tio n  C en tres, lib ra rie s  an d  d irec tly  from  us.

We look  forw ard to see in g  you  soon.


