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Ivan Green's 
Colour Guide to Dover

A welcome addition to the growing num ber of books about Dover is Ivan 
Green's Colour Guide, published at the end of 1996. Pocket-sized, priced at 
£2.95, it is excellent value, containing six guided tours around the Dover area, 
with route maps included and 102 colour plates all from Ivan's own transparen­
cies. These are of very high quality with excellent reproduction and m ust be 
one of the best collections of photographs of Dover in one compact booklet.

Ivan Green, w ith  h is wife Margaret, be- last te n  of th e  books th ey  have produced, 
gan h is  collection o f photographs and data perhaps th e  b es t know n being  th e ir  "Book 
w h en  he arrived hom e to Dover from  mili- of th e  Cinque Ports." 
ta ry  service in  1945. H e now  has 45,000 This la tes t pub lication  is a m u st for 
colour slides and  over 50,000 black and  a D ovorian. It is w orth  b uy ing  ju s t  for
w hite  negatives and volum es of inform a- th e  pictures, quite apart from  th e  usefu l
tion  on every part of Kent, used  extensively in fo rm ation  on  guided walks. I t is also
over the  years in  h is talks and articles. Also to be recom m ended  for gifts for friends
th e  m ateria l on Kent has b ee n  u sed  in  the and visitors.

The Cover Picture: FROM IVAN GREEN'S COLLECTION

Ivan has kindly provided us with these explanatory notes.
This old p r in t shows the  Castle as it w as before th e  anti-N apoleon alterations. T hese 
b ru ta l m odifications, m ade to convert th e  an c ien t bu ild ing  in to  an  18th ce n tu ry  strong 
po in t housing  m a n y  guns, w ere p a rt o f the  extensive cam paign  to repe l th rea ten e d  
invasions by N apoleon 's F rench arm ies.

A ncien t crenella tions w ere d ism an tled  to p e rm it guns to be  m o u n ted  on th e  tops o f 
the  towers, the  old roof o f th e  Keep w as pu lled  dow n and  th e  p re se n t b rick  ceiling 
installed  in  its place, bo th  to safeguard the  in te rio r from  stray  shots an d  to p e rm it the  
top o f the  Keep to be  u sed  by  the defenders. E laborate defences w ere added  to the  
exterior, especially  in, n ea r  an d  u n d e r St. John 's  Tbwer an d  the old N orth  Gate. E xten­
sive earthw orks w ere dug a round  the  exterio r o f the  castle w alls and  great e a rth en  
banks w ere piled  up  against the  stone walls. It had  b ee n  p roved  th a t the  ball a m m u n i­
tio n  fired from  the  guns o f th e  tim e sp lin tered  stone, m aking  it fly off on all d irections 
in  the  form  of sh a rp en ed  flakes, thus providing a le thal form  of stone shrapnel. In ­
stead  the  ea rth en  banks absorbed the ball am m un ition , progressively destroy ing  its 
velocity  an d  b ring ing  it h arm lessly  to rest, bu ried  deep  inside them .


