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A REPORT BY AUDREY KIRK

The Future 
of Dover Castle

A large and superb colour print of Dover Castle enhanced the stage of St. 
Mary's Hall at our March Meeting. This was a useful backdrop to the evening's 
address by Ken Scott, the General Manager of Dover Castle for English Herit­
age. This fast-talking, enthusiastic Yorkshire man, now resident in the castle, 
has promised to bring Dover Castle into the first line of tourist attractions with 
the improvements planned for the castle by English Heritage in 1998.

Statistically Stonehenge has been the best revenue earner for English Herit­
age, said Mr. Scott, with Dover Castle a close second. In 1998 Dover Castle will 
be in the forefront of their planning.

-Mr Scott outlined m any of the proposed improvements, some of which are 
already in progress.

THE KING HENRY II KEEP
T his ce n trep ie ce  o f th e  castle  is a lread y  
ge ttin g  p r io r i ty  w ith  extensive rep a irs  to  
th e  ro o f a n d  s to n e  w ork. It is expected  
th a t  th e  w ork  w ill be f in ish e d  in  1998. 
The Keep will be used for exhib itions an d  
specia l events every  w eekend.
.CAR PARKING AND ACCESS

The fu tu re  p lan  is m ost ingenious to 
p ro v id e  c a r  p a rk in g  o n  th e  n e w ly -  
purchased  land at Broadlees Bottom, w ith 
access to th e  castle via FitzW illiam Gate. 
It was also p lanned  to ru n  a 72ft land train, 
consisting  of a Land Rover pulling  two 
trailers, to provide a shuttle service w ith in  
th e  castle grounds.

SECRET WARTIME TUNNELS
T h is  is th e  n ew  m a rk e tin g  n am e  

for " H ellfire  Corner". T he tu n n e ls  and  
c a s tle  to g e th e r  a re  a n  im p o r ta n t  
package m a rk e ted  by  English H eritage 
a n d  h a s  b e c o m e  th e i r  s e c o n d

biggest attraction. A lready th e re  are over
300,000 visitors a year

The tu n n e ls  have already had  a great 
deal of m oney  spen t on them . Last year 
the  hospital level was m ade available to 
visitors.

QUESTION TIME
T here was som e discussion o f links 

betw een tow n and castle, w ith taxi services 
or shuttle buses.

Mr. Scott said th a t THE OFFICERS' 
MESS has had  £1,000,000 spen t on  repa ir 
and tha t it is hoped  it will b e  a ho te l and 
conference centre.

The audience w ere p leased  to lea rn  
tha t QUEEN ELIZABETH Fs POCKET 
PISTOL is back  at the  castle and  on view  
in  th e  N.A.F.F.I. block.

At the  end  of th e  talk  we felt th a t th e  
prospects for our castle, our heritage, are 
m ost encouraging for th e  future.


