
in c lu d in g  c ra ft, m u sic , d an c e , d ra m a  
a n d  th e a tr e  sk ills  tr a in in g . O ver 100 
ch ild ren  w ere involved, w orking closely 
w ith  staff, w ith  th e  su p p o rt o f p a ren ts  
an d  friends.

T h e re  w as so m e th in g  spec ia l in  th e  
a tm o sp h e re  on  th e  ev en in g  befo re  the  
big day, w h e n  partic ipan ts, bu sy  m aking  
final p repara tions to  costum es an d  sets, 
decided  spon taneously  to b reak  ou t in to  
so n g  a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e  in  o n e  o f  th e  
H a rb o u r  B oard 's w a re h o u se  sh ed s. I t 
w as o bv ious th a t  th e se  y o u n g  p e o p le  
h a d  r e a l ly  g a in e d  fro m  th e  p ro je c t ,  
le a r n e d  to w o rk  to g e th e r , d isc o v e red  
ta le n ts  p re v io u s ly  u n k n o w n , sh o w n  
ded ication  to an d  passion  for th e  p ro jec t 
a n d  still h ad  fun!

O n th e  n ig h t the  h eav y  w inds dropped  
an d  te m p era tu re s  nudged  a little  h igher 
as w e assem b led  in  th e  M arket square  
w ith  a flo tilla  o f  flickering  p a p e r  b o a t 
l a n t e r n s .  T h e  p r o c e s s io n  le d  u s  to  
P e n c e s te r  G ardens, tra n s fo rm e d  for a 
couple o f h ou rs  in to  a m agical k ingdom

of light, sound and  m ovem ent, as w e w ere 
ta k e n  on  a jo u rn e y  o f  d isco v ery  w ith  
m ag ica l c re a tu re s , m ig h ty  m a c h in e s , 
sh ip w rec k s  a n d  a  tre e  g lazed  shadow  
p u p p e t  sh o w . T h e  s p e l l  b in d in g  
p e r f o rm a n c e  w as  t h e n  to p p e d  b y  a 
m a g n if ic e n t F irew o rk s S p e c tac u la r  to 
k eep  everyone aw ake a little  longer! My 
ph ilosophy  has always b ee n  th a t u n less 
young  peop le are in troduced  to th e  A rts 
a t  a y o u n g  age th e y  w ill n e v e r  t ru ly  
u n d erstan d  the  rich n ess  th ey  can  b ring  
to o u r lives. It w as a  fitting  finale to th e  
Festival. It h ad  o pened  an d  closed on  a 
h ig h ,  w ith  e x c e l le n t  s u p p o r t  f ro m  
residen ts an d  visitors.

Tbm orrow  w e will beg in  all over again 
w ith  p lans for 1998. T he th e m e w ill be  
"C oastal L an d scap es" , lo o k in g  a t a n d  
addressing  env ironm en ta l issues th rough  
th e  a r ts  a n d  e v e n ts  p ro g ra m m e . It is 
p lan n ed  to ru n  the  Festival o f D over from  
Bank H oliday S atu rday  23rd M ay u n til 
S aturday 30th M ay — so m ake a no te  in  
y o u r diary!

Membership News -  Summer 1997
THANKS TO MEMBERS -  th e  m ajority  -  who have now  paid th e ir  subscriptions. To save
postage, cheques a n d /o r  cash p u t th rough  our door will no t norm ally  be  acknowledged,
though  I am  h ap p y  to provide new  m em bersh ip  cards at the  AGM or on  receip t o f a
stam ped  and  addressed  envelope. Also, for econom y reasons, w e try  to lim it b an k
transactions and  cheques m ay take som e w eeks to show  up  on a sta tem ent. P lease do
n o t hesita te  to te lephone  m e if  th e re  are any  queries.

We are becom ing  m ore and  m ore in te rnational and  have m em bers in  th e  USA, New
Zealand, Norway, Belgium and  Australia, one recru ited  as a resu lt of our advertisem en t
in  th e  Dover Town C entre Shopping Guide, w hich I hope w ill con tinue to be  published.
N evertheless, w ord of m ou th  is th e  m ost effective m eans of gaining new  m em bers, so
please m en tio n  our activities to your friends,

The C om m ittee is try ing  to show  tha t all members are w elcom e at our m eetings and
w e in ten d  to provide a positive greeting to anyone com ing along for th e  first tim e. Since
'Society' includes com panionship  we hope to live up to our nam e and  at our October
m eeting we especially w elcom e all new  m em bers who are able to attend  tha t first m eeting
o f the  w in te r season. O ne of the  com m ittee m em bers will be  standing at th e  door and
w e w ould ask new  m em bers to identify  them selves as th ey  arrive.

Since th e  last issue o f th e  Newsletter w e have w elcom ed: Mr A, Brooks, M r R. Kennett,
Mr & Mrs L. Wood, M r S' Mrs R. Evans, M r P. Waelput, Mrs T. Hirst, Mr M. Igglesden,
M r & Mrs H. G ordon and  Mrs P. Mayes. ,

SHEILA R. COPE, Membership Secretary


