
a lm o s t  a  f re e  lu n c h .  T h e  food  w as 
p ro v id e d  b y  Tfesco's. O n  W e d n esd ay  
n e a r ly  re p le te  w ith  p ep p e re d  sausage, 
I lis ten ed  for a  tim e to the  Peelsburgers, 
m e m b e r s  o f  K e n t P o lic e  B a n d  w h o  
p e r f o r m e d  t r a d i t io n a l  G e rm a n  
O o m p a h  m u s ic , in v o lv in g  la rg e  
w in d  in s t r u m e n t s  a n d  p e r c u s s io n .  
T h is  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  s ta t ic  
p erfo rm an ce  b u t for the  a ttem p ts  of the 
le a d e r  to p e rsu a d e  th o se  w a tc h in g  to 
g e t  u p  a n d  d a n c e . S o m e c h i ld r e n  
accep ted  h is challenge b u t the  w ea th er 
w as cool an d  overcast an d  people w ere in  
a w orkaday  m ood.

D ance h ad  b e e n  p rom ised  on T hursday  
a f te rn o o n  b u t  in  D e B ra d le i g a le r ia  
A frica w as ce lebra ted  b y  two colourfully- 
d re s se d  s in g e rs  a c c o m p a n y in g  th e m ­
selves on  cone-shaped  d rum s w hich  th ey  
b ea t w ith  th e ir  hands. P erhaps these m e n  
w ere  ju s t  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f th e  g roup  
Z uriya an d  such a perfo rm ance is b e tte r  
su ited  to outdoors; one w ould  n ee d  to be

a n  e x p e r t  in  th i s  ty p e  o f  m u s ic  to  
co m m en t on  its quality.

By F riday Tfesco's s ta ff h ad  sensib ly  
m oved  th e ir  stall nex t to th e  stage facing 
th e  f o u n ta in  a n d  t h e i r  c h e e s e  a n d  
w in e  a t t r a c t e d  a s te a d y  s t r e a m  o f  
r e c ip ie n t s  w h o  p ro v id e d  a c a p t iv e  
a u d ie n c e  fo r a F re n c h  a c c o r d io n is t  
an d  a p ie rro t-s ty le  m im e  a rtis te . T h is 
w as  n o t  M a rc e l M a rc e a u  n o r  d id  
sh e  h a v e  h is  a d v a n ta g e s  b u t  sh e  
engaged an d  am u sed  sm all groups a t a 
tim e.

O ur w ell-know n s tree t c lean er w en t 
a w a y  s m i l in g  a f t e r  s h e  p in n e d  a 
tr ico lo u r to h is  barrow . W arm  w e a th e r  
is c ruc ia l to such  op en -a ir  ev en ts  an d  
th ey  w ere  b rave a ttem p ts  to in tro d u ce  
life  a n d  co lo u r to th e  M ark e t Square.

I h o p e  th a t  n e i th e r  th e  o rg a n is e r s  
n o r  p a r ta k e r s  f e l t  d is c o u ra g e d  a s  
th e y  u n d o u b te d ly  p ro v id e d  e n t e r ­
ta in m e n t for visitors w ith  ch ild ren  and  
o thers w ho h ad  tim e to linger.

Organiser's Review
DONNA SOWERBY, ARTS AND EVENTS MANAGER

Every y ea r I approach  th e  open ing  day 
o f theF estiva l o f D over w ith  th e  sam e 
t r e p id a t io n .  E v e n  a f te r  s ix  y e a r s  
th e f e e l in g s  a n d  q u e s t io n s  a re  n o  
d iffe ren t - Will the  p rogram m e be  w ell 
received  and  w ill people support it?

1997 b rough t its ow n challenges, firstly 
w ith  the  in troduc tion  o f a new  colleague 
in  th e  te a m  to le a rn  th e  general ru n n in g  
o f the  an n u a l ce lebra tion  and, secondly, 
the  everyday  p rob lem  of tigh ter budgets 
an d  tougher sponsorship! Lisa Webb took 
over from  Sarah Pascoe as the  Council's 
A rts D evelopm ent O fficer in  Ju ly  1996 
a n d  in troduced  h e r  ow n new  e lem en ts  
in to  th e  program m e.

T h e  th e m e ,  "N ew  H o riz o n s " , e n ­
c o m p a s s e d  w o rld  c u l tu r e s ,  t r a v e l  
a n d  p a r tn e r s h ip s  a c ro s s  th e  s e a s , 
th e  p r o g ra m m e  in c lu d in g  a r t i s t e s  
r e p r e s e n t in g  m a n y  c o r n e r s  o f  th e  
globe, from  th e  open ing  C aribbean M ardi 
G ras  D ay  (w ith  a p p r o p r ia t e  s u n n y  
w e a th e r )  to E u ro p e a n  c o u n tr ie s  - a n  
a rm c h a ir  trave lle r's  deligh t an d  a lm ost 
all free!

We reduced  the  n u m b e r of days o f the 
even t and  m a n y  peop le ques tioned  th is 
decision an d  also asked w hy  the festival 
was n o t staged in  h a lf  te rm . T he m a in  
reason  was th a t the  festival has always 
provided a very  strong  educational pack­



age for local schools, giving th e m  th e  op­
po rtu n ity  to be a  p a rt o f the  festivities and  
ex perience  new  a r t form s in  th e  class­
room . T his con tinued  in  1997 w ith  k een  
e n th u s ia sm  from  te a c h e rs  to h o s t th e  
events. However, w ith  th e  k ey  em phasis 
o n  th e  T bw n C e n tr e  M a n a g e m e n t  
initiative, it has a lready  b e e n  proposed  
to m ove th e  1998 Festival o f D over to 
th e  half-te rm  holiday  period, providing 
m ore tim e for fam ilies an d  ho liday  m ak­
ers to jo in  in  th e  fun.

I h ad  a n u m b e r o f favourites for 1997. 
I 'm  su re  th a t anyone w ho popped  into the 
M ark e t S quare  d u rin g  th e  lu n c h tim e s  
w ould  agree th a t th e  Tfesco's food an d  
w ine tasting  w as a w elcom e add ition  to 
th e  p rogram m e. T he even ing  p erfo rm ­
ance by  the  Italian  Festival Ensem ble pro­
v ided  a p la tfo rm  for the  area 's ta len t to 
shine. T he n ew  W hite Cliffs th ea tre  was 
the  se tting  for a passionate perfo rm ance 
b y  "F lam enco Express", a n  ou tstand ing  
S panish th ea tre  and  dance com pany.

O n British Day the Page-Mason Com pany, 
b a s e d  in  B ro a d s ta irs ,  c r e a te d  a n d  
p e r fo rm e d  a b e a u tifu l  p ro g ra m m e  o f 
d a n c e , d r a m a  a n d  so n g  f ro m  
aro u n d  the British Isles in  a show  en ttled  
"Interw eave". T h e  sam e a f te rn o o n  th e  
D ea l-b ase d  F o o tlig h ts  Y outh T h e a tr e  
p resen ted  an  u p b ea t an d  co n tem p o rary  
version  of M acbeth, u n d e r  th e  d irec tion  
o f th e  ta len ted  M ichael Corbridge.

H ow ever, m y  firs t cho ice  for 1997 
c a n  o n ly  b e  th e  o p e n  a i r  s t r e e t  
t h e a t r e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  " P a p e rb o a t  
Journey", created, w ritten  an d  perform ed 
by  studen ts from  Astor Secondary School, 
toge ther w ith  y o u n g er pupils from  A stor 
an d  Tkmple Ewell P rim ary  Schools. T he 
Council's Schools A rt P roject was for th is 
y e a r  in c o rp o r a te d  in to  th e  F e s tiv a l, 
providing a  finale to the  festivities in  th e  
to w n . A lo c a l  p r o f e s s io n a l  t h e a t r e  
com pany  - S trange Cargo - in  associa tion  
w ith  jazz m usician , P eter Cook, staged a 
two w eek  resid en cy  on  com bined  arts,

PAPER BOAT JOURNEY, Pencester Gardens PHOTO: by courtesy of PETER SOWERBY



in c lu d in g  c ra ft, m u sic , d an c e , d ra m a  
a n d  th e a tr e  sk ills  tr a in in g . O ver 100 
ch ild ren  w ere involved, w orking closely 
w ith  staff, w ith  th e  su p p o rt o f p a ren ts  
an d  friends.

T h e re  w as so m e th in g  spec ia l in  th e  
a tm o sp h e re  on  th e  ev en in g  befo re  the  
big day, w h e n  partic ipan ts, bu sy  m aking  
final p repara tions to  costum es an d  sets, 
decided  spon taneously  to b reak  ou t in to  
so n g  a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e  in  o n e  o f  th e  
H a rb o u r  B oard 's w a re h o u se  sh ed s. I t 
w as o bv ious th a t  th e se  y o u n g  p e o p le  
h a d  r e a l ly  g a in e d  fro m  th e  p ro je c t ,  
le a r n e d  to w o rk  to g e th e r , d isc o v e red  
ta le n ts  p re v io u s ly  u n k n o w n , sh o w n  
ded ication  to an d  passion  for th e  p ro jec t 
a n d  still h ad  fun!

O n th e  n ig h t the  h eav y  w inds dropped  
an d  te m p era tu re s  nudged  a little  h igher 
as w e assem b led  in  th e  M arket square  
w ith  a flo tilla  o f  flickering  p a p e r  b o a t 
l a n t e r n s .  T h e  p r o c e s s io n  le d  u s  to  
P e n c e s te r  G ardens, tra n s fo rm e d  for a 
couple o f h ou rs  in to  a m agical k ingdom

of light, sound and  m ovem ent, as w e w ere 
ta k e n  on  a jo u rn e y  o f  d isco v ery  w ith  
m ag ica l c re a tu re s , m ig h ty  m a c h in e s , 
sh ip w rec k s  a n d  a  tre e  g lazed  shadow  
p u p p e t  sh o w . T h e  s p e l l  b in d in g  
p e r f o rm a n c e  w as  t h e n  to p p e d  b y  a 
m a g n if ic e n t F irew o rk s S p e c tac u la r  to 
k eep  everyone aw ake a little  longer! My 
ph ilosophy  has always b ee n  th a t u n less 
young  peop le are in troduced  to th e  A rts 
a t  a y o u n g  age th e y  w ill n e v e r  t ru ly  
u n d erstan d  the  rich n ess  th ey  can  b ring  
to o u r lives. It w as a  fitting  finale to th e  
Festival. It h ad  o pened  an d  closed on  a 
h ig h ,  w ith  e x c e l le n t  s u p p o r t  f ro m  
residen ts an d  visitors.

Tbm orrow  w e will beg in  all over again 
w ith  p lans for 1998. T he th e m e w ill be  
"C oastal L an d scap es" , lo o k in g  a t a n d  
addressing  env ironm en ta l issues th rough  
th e  a r ts  a n d  e v e n ts  p ro g ra m m e . It is 
p lan n ed  to ru n  the  Festival o f D over from  
Bank H oliday S atu rday  23rd M ay u n til 
S aturday 30th M ay — so m ake a no te  in  
y o u r diary!

Membership News -  Summer 1997
THANKS TO MEMBERS -  th e  m ajority  -  who have now  paid th e ir  subscriptions. To save
postage, cheques a n d /o r  cash p u t th rough  our door will no t norm ally  be  acknowledged,
though  I am  h ap p y  to provide new  m em bersh ip  cards at the  AGM or on  receip t o f a
stam ped  and  addressed  envelope. Also, for econom y reasons, w e try  to lim it b an k
transactions and  cheques m ay take som e w eeks to show  up  on a sta tem ent. P lease do
n o t hesita te  to te lephone  m e if  th e re  are any  queries.

We are becom ing  m ore and  m ore in te rnational and  have m em bers in  th e  USA, New
Zealand, Norway, Belgium and  Australia, one recru ited  as a resu lt of our advertisem en t
in  th e  Dover Town C entre Shopping Guide, w hich I hope w ill con tinue to be  published.
N evertheless, w ord of m ou th  is th e  m ost effective m eans of gaining new  m em bers, so
please m en tio n  our activities to your friends,

The C om m ittee is try ing  to show  tha t all members are w elcom e at our m eetings and
w e in ten d  to provide a positive greeting to anyone com ing along for th e  first tim e. Since
'Society' includes com panionship  we hope to live up to our nam e and  at our October
m eeting we especially w elcom e all new  m em bers who are able to attend  tha t first m eeting
o f the  w in te r season. O ne of the  com m ittee m em bers will be  standing at th e  door and
w e w ould ask new  m em bers to identify  them selves as th ey  arrive.

Since th e  last issue o f th e  Newsletter w e have w elcom ed: Mr A, Brooks, M r R. Kennett,
Mr & Mrs L. Wood, M r S' Mrs R. Evans, M r P. Waelput, Mrs T. Hirst, Mr M. Igglesden,
M r & Mrs H. G ordon and  Mrs P. Mayes. ,

SHEILA R. COPE, Membership Secretary


