
10 Sir Charles also thanked  th e  tow n of Dover for its continuing links w ith  the  m ilitary, 
links th a t w en t back  hund reds of years before th e  Crusaders, and  thanked  th e  Dover 
Society for its great efforts.

The Reverend G raham  Batten, vicar of St. M ary's and honorary  chaplain  to Dover 
H arbour Board, led  prayers at th e  cerem ony and  a represen tative of th e  Royal British 
Legion laid  a w reath  before th e  sounding of th e  Last Post and  Reveille b y  a m em ber of 
th e  Parachute Regim ent stationed at Dover.

It is understood  th a t a p laque is to be unveiled  at Victoria Station, London, to m ark  
th e  ann iversary  of th e  arrival th e re  of the  U nknow n Warrior, by  special tra in  from  
Dover, en  rou te to W estm inster Abbey.

Revels in Ramsgate
32nd K.F.A.S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

RECALLED BY JACK WOOLFORD

On Saturday 10 May 1997 the RAMSGATE SOCIETY handsomely hosted 
more than 100 participants at the 32nd AGM of the Kent Federation of 
Amenity Societies. The D over  So c iet y  was well represented, supplying 
as it does the KFAS Chairman, Treasurer and Membership Secretary and send­

ing, in addition, three of its Committee and two of its members.
A fter w elcom e from  th e  M ayor o f  Ram sgate, th e  m e e tin g  stood in  tr ib u te  to 

fo rm e r P re s id e n t P ro fessor B ryan K eith-Lucas an d  fo rm e r M em b ersh ip  S ecre tary  
M rs Jo a n  H arvey . T h e  C h a irm an  gave exam ples o f th e  F ed era tio n 's  a ss is tan ce  to 
its  m e m b e r  soc ie ties  in c lu d in g  th e  DOVER SOCIETY in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  p ro ­
posed  P ub lic  A rt Trail a long  th e  W hite Cliffs. H e also o u tlin ed  th e  F ed era tio n 's  
w o rk  on  th e  S urvey  o f th e  re su sc ita te d  K ent C oun ty  C ouncil's  Services, on  th e  
P e titio n s to C o m m o n s an d  Lords S elect C o m m ittees  on  th e  C h a n n e l H igh  S peed  
Rail Link, on  th e  p ro p o sed  L ym inge T h e m e  P ark  an d  on  th e  th re a t o f 87,000 n ew  
h o u se s  in  K en t...e tc ...e tc .

K.F.A.S. SPRING CONFERENCE

"PRIDE OF PLACE"
The Place of Heritage in Regeneration
T h e  DIRECTOR th e  CIVIC TRUST, MICHAEL GWILLIAM, w elco m ed  th e  re tu rn  o f civic 
pride, in s ta n c in g  exam ples from  P iccad illy  Circus, W indsor Castle, th e  M a n ch e s te r  
Ship C anal, B irm ingham  an d  Leeds. W hat w as essen tia l, h e  said, w as th e  in v o lv e­
m e n t o f local p eo p le  in  “c o m m u n ity  m an ag e m en t"  o f th e  u rb a n  en v iro n m e n t. Re­
g en e ra tio n  m u s tb e  su sta inab le , invo lv ing  b e t te r  u se  o f  reso u rces, le ss  travel, m o re  
recy clin g  an d  le ss  p o llu tion . T h e  ca r an d  th e  lo r ry  m u s tb e  u sed  m o re  sen sib ly  an d  
sensitive ly . T h e re  m u s tb e  in v e s tm e n t in  a l te rn a tiv es  th a t  felt an d  looked  good.



Q uality  o f  design  m u s t b e  im p ro v ed  as in  th e  Low ry C en tre  in  Salford, th e  u rb a n  
village o f  Saltaire an d  R ichard  Rogers' C h an n e l 4 H ea d q u arte rs . R esources m ig h t b e  
su p p le m e n te d  b y  a le v y  o n  g reen fie ld  s ites  to b e  recy cled  in to  u rb a n  areas. T h e  
CIVIC TRUST h a d  b e e n  d ee p ly  invo lved  in  IMPACT'S u rb a n  ren e w a l o f R am sgate (an d  
Dover, w ith  th e  h e lp  o f th e  RAMSGATE an d  DOVER SOCIETIES). A shford  In te rn a ­
tio n a l P assen g er S tation  h a d  w on  a Civic T h ist aw ard . T h u s  w as its  fo rtie th  a n n iv e r­
sa ry  ce leb ra ted . In  th e  n e x t te n  y ea rs  B ritain  could  se t n e w  s ta n d ard s  for civ ilised  
liv in g  in  E u ro p e  as a w hole.

T h e  DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL o f th e  NATIONAL TRUST, JULIAN PRIDEAUX, im ­
p ressiv e ly  e n u m e ra te d  th e  N T 's in te re s ts  in  K ent in  K nole an d  S issinghurst, H e r it­
age C oast (in c lu d in g  th e  W hite Cliffs), v illages (like C h idd ingstone), co u n try s id e  
lik e  Tbys Hill, in d u stria l archaeological (like S ou th  F ore land  L igh thouse) an d  co m ­
m e m o ra tio n  (like C hartw ell). T h e  key  w as th e  T rust's  p o w er to d ec la re  p ro p e rtie s  
in a lien ab le , a lth o u g h  th e  L am b erh u rs t Bypass, th e  A20 ro u te  th ro u g h  D over an d  
th e  C h a n n e l TUnnel Rail L ink th ro u g h  C obham  Park an d  A sh en b a n k  W ood h ad , a t 
m ost, “m a d e  th e  b e s t o f  a b ad  job". N ev e rth e le ss  E xm oor p o n ie s  on  th e  L angdon 
Cliffs h a d  re-estab lished  ra re  p la n ts  an d  species.

In  th e  la s t th ir ty  y ea rs  tra n q u illity  h a d  b e e n  sh a tte re d  an d  a t c u r re n t  ra te s  w ou ld  
d isa p p ea r  u n le ss  d ev e lo p m e n t w ere  co n c en tra ted  in  u rb a n  areas. Yet p ro m o tin g  
pu b lic  access to its p ro p e rtie s  w as th e  T rust's  func tion . P ark -and-ride  facilities an d  
access b y  w alking, cyc ling  o r b u s  m u s t b e  en co u rag ed  an d  inc lu sive  g ree n  tra n s ­
p o rt tick e ts  b y  tra in  (e.g. to K nole from  C haring  Cross) w ere  com ing . KCC's COM­
FORT (C o u n try sid e  M a n ag e m en t for Rural Traffic) an d  th e  6,500 m ile  N ational Cy­
cle N etw ork  w ould  h e lp . T h e re  w as a Schools P ro g ram m e lin k e d  to th e  N ational 
C u rricu lu m . In  p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  b u sin ess , local g o v e rn m e n t an d  en v iro n m e n ta l 
agencies, in c lu d in g  am e n ity  societies, th e  N ational TVust could  succeed .

T h e  PRESIDENT o f th e  RAMSGATE SOCIETY, PROFESSOR BRIAN MAY describ ed  th e  
RAMSGATE SOCIETY'S R6LE IN PROTECTING THE LOCAL HERITAGE m o d e lle d  on  th e  
p rac tice s  o f  THE SID VALE ASSOCIATION in  S idm outh , th e  o ldest (1846!) am e n ity  
soc ie ty  in  E ngland , w h ich  ow ned  an d  co n v e rted  bu ild ings, m a n ag e d  a reas  o f  com ­
m o n  la n d  an d  gu ided  visito rs a ro u n d  w ith  a “Blue P laque" sch em e. D ating  from  
1964, th e  RAMSGATE SOCIETY reso lved  to h a l t  a se q u e n c e  o f d em o litio n  o f  good 
b u ild in g s  b y  th e  Tbwn C ouncil. T h e  SOCIETY w as now  w o rk in g  on  H eritage  A w are­
ness, M on ito ring  an d  A ccess an d  a V ision an d  Im age C am paign , co m b in in g  an d  
reco n c ilin g  th e  in te re s ts  o f res id en ts , v isitors, b u s in esses , local g o v e rn m e n t offic­
ers an d  counc illo rs an d  ex te rn a l agencies, all s tak eh o ld ers  in  R am sgate 's fu ture . 
Five p ro jec ts  w ere  p la n n ed : EAST KENT HERITAGE, PUGIN CENTRE, PEGWELL BAY 
NATURE RESERVE AND HERITAGE CENTRE, EAST KENT SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DE­
VELOPMENT AND RAMSGATE TUNNELS.

T h e  RAMSGATE SOCIETY w as in sp ire d  to u n d e r ta k e  o rgan ising  th is  Sp ring  C o nfer­
en c e  b y  th e  DOVER SOCIETY'S successfu l S p ring  C o n feren ce  on  “T h e  F u tu re  o f  East 
Kent" in  1996. T h e ir  frien d ly  riv a lry  w as successfu l in  te rm s  o f accom m odation , 
a tten d a n ce , re fre sh m e n t, p ro g ra m m e an d  speakers, a lth o u g h  w e p ro v id ed  b e t te r  
w e a th e r  for th e  tou rs. P erhaps we, in  tu rn , m ig h t p ro fit from  th e ir  an a ly sis  o f 
s tak eh o ld ers  in  o u r h e rita g e  an d  th e  tactics th e y  follow.

J. W OOLFORD


