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THERE w a s  an excellent attendance at the 9th Annual General Meeting of 
the Dover Society on 28 April at St. Mary's Parish Centre, w hen the guest 
speaker was Keith Parfitt, the "home-grown" Dover archaeologist.

No one found fault w ith  th e  m inu tes o f the  
previous AGM and  th e re  w ere no m atters 
arising.

C hairm an Jack  Woolford w elcom ed in ­
creasing m em bership, up by  15 on last year 
to 440 - th a n k s  largely  to th e  efforts o f 
m em bersh ip  secretary, Sheila Cope. Jack  
reca lled  th e  successfu l la u n c h  o f Jo h n  
Peverley 's book, Dover's H idden Fortress, 
and  said th e  Society m ight order a rep rin t
- about 800 of th e  first p rin t o f 1,000 copies 
already having b ee n  sold.

The cha irm an  spoke h ighly  of th e  links 
forged w ith  the new  Dover Town council, 
thanked  Budge Adams for providing infor­
m ation  about Dover boundary  stones, and 
referred  to th e  inpu t b y  Society m em bers 
in  assisting Dover Town C entre M anage­
m e n t w ith  shopping  surveys. F inancial 
help  had  b ee n  given to the  conservation 
of D over Archives, to Crabble C om  Mill 
Trust and  to the  East Kent Hospice.

Looking to the  n ea r fu ture the  chairm an 
reported  th e  society's initiative in  install­
ing a m em orial on  th e  Prince of Wales Pier 
to the  la te  Sir Clifford Ja rre tt and  also to 
placing a p laque at the  cruise lin e r te rm i­
nal to m ark  th e  landing o f the  spot w here 
th e  U nknow n W arrior was landed  in  1920.

The chairm an  said th a t the possibility 
of going on th e  world-wide In te rn e t was 
being discussed.

T h a n k s  w ere  ex p re ssed  fo r v a rio u s  
projects to Jo h n  Owen, John  G errard and 
Jo a n  L iggett, a n d  esp ec ia lly  to Budge 
A dam s w ith o u t w hose help  th e  society  
w ould be  unable to produce th e  New slet­
te r  so econom ically.

Presentations w ere m ade by  Mrs Wendi 
A therton, on b eh a lf  o f th e  Society, to Law­
rence Gage for all h is hard  b u t abortive

w ork on the  M illennium  project for Do­
ver, and to Ken W raight ( in  his absence) 
for h is long service as a com m ittee m em ­
b e r

Officers ree lec ted  were: Jack  Woolford 
(cha irm an), Jo h n  G erra rd  an d  Je re m y  
Cope (vice-chairm en), Leo Wright ( secre­
tary), Jenn ifer G errard ( treasurer), Sheila 
Cope (m em bersh ip ), M erril Lilley (News­
le tte r  editor), Jo an  Liggett ( social secre­
tary), Je rem y  Cope ( chairm an-planning)
, Jo h n  Owen ( chairm an- projects), Terry 
Sutton (m edia secretary), Sybil Standing ( 
archivist) and com m ittee m em bers, Budge 
Adams, A drian Galley, Mike M cFarnell, 
M argaret Robson, and  new  m em ber, Cap­
ta in  M ichael Weston.

Paul Bennett, D irector of the  Canterbury 
A rchaeological Trust (CAT) w as to have 
given th e  talk  b u t h e  was engaged in  a dig 
in  France so Keith Parfitt adm irably took 
on th e  duty.The subject was the  Townwall 
Street Dig. Keith explained th a t the  exca­
vations w ere at th e  BP petro l filling sta­
tion  at Townwall stree t and  tha t BP con­
tracted  CAT to to carry  out th e  archaeo­
logical work. It cost BP about £250,000. The 
task proved to be  th e  biggest archaeologi­
cal dig in  Dover for 20 years - th e  biggest 
since th e  York S treet task.

It was no t long before they  found, ju s t 
one foot below  th e  ta rm ac , th ir te e n th  
cen tu ry  rem ains. T hey  discovered m ulti­
la y e rs  o f  c h a lk , f lo o rs  c o v e re d  w ith  
occupational levels w hich  proved ra th e r 
m ystifying. T hey  eventually  cam e to the 
conclusion th a t these w ere th e  floors of 
successive w ooden-fram ed houses, b u ilt 
b e tw e e n  1150 a n d  1250, w ith  e a c h  
generation  constructing  the  floor on top 
of the  previous one.



Mr. Parfitt suggested it w as possible these  
w ere th e  hovels occupied by  th e  arm y  of 
w o rk e rs  w ho , a b o u t th a t  t im e , w e re  
build ing th e  keep  o f Dover Castle on  th e  
hill above. T here was also evidence tha t 
fisher folk lived  in  th is  w ate rfro n t area 
of Dover.

CAT was now  busy  researching 40.000 
pieces of excavated po tte ry  (including im ­
ported  pottery) and  4,500 sam ples taken  
from  th e  site. A nd Mr. Parfitt revealed

w hat m ay  h a v e 'b e e n  a dark  M ediaeval 
scandal -  th e  find ing  o f tw o ske le tons 
o f y o u n g  b a b ie s  (po ssib ly  p re m a tu re )  
concealed b en e a th  th e  chalk floors. This 
w as p a rticu la rly  strange  b ec au se  th e re  
w as a C h ris tia n  b u r ia l  g ro u n d  o n ly  a 
h u n d red  or so yards away.

T h e  m e e tin g  e n d e d  ju s t  b e fo re  te n  
o'clock w ith thanks to the  chairm an for the 
w ay h e  had  conducted  th e  m eeting  and  to 
Mr. Parfitt for a m ost in teresting  talk.

The audited Financial Statement is printed at pages 34 and 35

MARCH MEETING 
DISCUSSION GROUPS
After the interval members divided into four groups ,The four m ain subjects 
for discussion were as follows.

1. The Future of Dover Castle
2. The Proposed " Art TfraiT
3. Dover's Empty Shops
4. Suggestions for Future Meetings.

1. The Future of Dover Castle
The discussion of Dover Castle followed Ken Scott's talk in the first half of 

the evening. Members thought there should be improved links betw een town 
and castle. Regular bus services between Priory Station, Pencester Road and 
Dover Castle should be provided. “Park and ride" facilities were suggested and 
also shuttle buses from car parks.

One group put forward the idea of an Information Centre about Dover within 
the castle. Another group thought there should be advertising in the Pas de 
Calais area. Another suggested improvements in the castle, such as the restora­
tion of arm our and furnishing of parts of the Keep, would be very popular with 
the public.
2. The Art Trail

Members in three groups voiced their rejection of this idea, saying they liked 
the cliffs as they were and that any attem pt to install statues would be unwel­
come and subject to problems of vandalism. One group supported the idea, 
providing the trail harm onised with the surroundings and was made as resist­
ant as possible to vandals.


