
M em bers m at be fam iliar w ith  the  old 
St. Jam es Hotel. Failure to rebuild  afler the 
fire som e years back  has left a sem i-der­
elict and ra th e r sad site. C oncern  was ex­
p ressed  to DDC th a t a risk  now  existed, 
particu larly  to children, w ith  th e  lack of 
p roper boarding-up.

FINALLY
H ave m em bers seen, in  recen t issues 

of th e  Dover Express and  KM Extra th e  re­
m inder o f ideas of a cable car from  the  St.

Jam es Street area to the  C astle / It seem s 5 
good sense to t iy  a guide people into th e  
Castle via th e  Town and  in  th e  process 
galvanise tourism . English H eritage are 
right to be  sensitive about the  im pact on  
th e  Castle and  th e  cliffs b u t provided th e ir  
in tegrity  is m aintained, is it right to pickle 
in  aspic? The events laid  on at th e  Castle 
are artificial re-creations b u t no-one th inks 
th ey  are out o f place. A tim e for a re th ink  
on  a direct link  from  Town to Castle? H ave 
you  any  ideas, please?
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"OPERATION CONSERVATION 97" at ARCHCLIFFE FORT

T he eighth annual Dover Cadets Voluntary Community Project took place 
on Sunday 9th March w hen the cadets turned out to lend a hand at the fort 

where St . M a r t i n  E m m au s t r u s t  have been restoring the living accommoda­
tion and the storage buildings.

A Christian organisation, EMMAUS 
proivides accom m odation and work for its 
'companions' who have fallen n  hard  tim es 
and  n eed  help  to get back  on th e ir  feet. 
T hey  re-cycle household  goods for sale at 
th e  fort and  in  th e ir  H igh Street shop.

ARCHCLIFFE FORT is an  im portan t local 
ancien t m o n u m en t on  th e  A20 overlook­
ing th e  sea. As y e t little  or no restoration  
o f th e  basic H en ry  VIII fabric has b ee n  
a ttem pted  and  th e  site u n til now  has re­
m ained  closed to th e  public
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The working party -  and 
supporters -  at the entrance 
to the Fort



6 OPERATION CONSERVATION 97 was devised 
b y  the  Dover Society as an  opportun ity  for 
som e m inor conservation work, once again 
using volunteers from  Dover's cadet units. 
T he p lan  was to rem ove unsigh tly  litte r  
and  to p lan t a te n  m etre  beech  hedge to 
enhance th e  environm ent.

O n th e  day  it  w as d ec id ed  to s ta r t 
w ith  th e  hedge, w hich  w as fo rtunate  as 
owing to th e  n a tu re  of th e  ground m uch  
h a rd  w ork  was necessa ry  befo re  it was 
s u f f ic ie n tly  w e ll p re p a re d  to re c e iv e  
th e  bare -roo t saplings. Fed, staked  and  
w ate red  th e y  hav e  b e e n  given as good 
a s ta r t  as m ost. G row th  w ill b e  slow  
in itially  b u t th e  second y ea r should see 
th em  'take o ff and th e n  th e  shelters m ay 
b e  rem oved.

O verheard w hilst hard  at it: "What's th is 
w e are planting?" asked Em m a M arkham .

"A beech" w as th e  reply. "We already have 
a beach  dow n there" says Emma, pointing 
seaward. Such was the  good hum our of the  
cadets in  spite o f the  difficult going.

O f in te rest during a resp ite  w ere th e  
goats Bertie (Billie) D andelion (White) and 
Burdock (no H orns) and  H am ish  (a soay 
ram ) and of the  five cats, W ilbur is p e r­
haps th e  m ost friendly.

EMMAUS prov ided  exce llen t re fre sh ­
m en t in  the  form  of ho t soup and delicious 
b ak e d  po ta toes, a ll o f w h ich  w as w ell 
received.

354 Squadron ATC w ere clear w inners 
and  w ere p resen ted  w ith  a silver trophy  
b y  Terry Sutton, EMMAUS tru s te e  and  a 
Dover Society v ice-president and  w ith  a 
fram ed  ce rtif ica te  b y  K endall Beasley, 
r e s id e n t  c o -o rd in a to r  o f  EMMAUS at 
Archcliffe Fort


