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CYCLE ROUTES

In  A pril I r e p o r te d  on  o u r  id e a s  to 
p ro m o te  cyc le  ro u te s  an d  abou t o u r 
co n tac ts  w ith  D over D istric t C ouncil.
Since th e n  w e have p lo tted  a possible 

cycle rou te  from  River to th e  sea, a spine 
to w hich offshoots can be  added to provide 
a n e tw o rk  for th e  Town. T im  In g le to n  
cam e a second  tim e  and  discussed  our 
ideas an d  m ade it c lea r th a t DDC w el­
com ed th e  in te rest and  p ressure for cy­
cling. H ow ever th is  is no t a route for tow n 
travel. We will now  develop our ideas for 
su b m issio n  to DDC b u t h av e  you, o u r 
m em bers, any  contributions you will like 
added? We are always rem inded  in  th is 
m a tte r how  difficult it is to reconcile the  
conflicting  dem ands of th e  car and  th e  
cycle on  our congested roads. The prob­
lem  is fu rth e r com pounded  b y  a lack of 
m oney  to im p lem en t any  changes. Kim 
told u s  th e re  is no Kent T ransport Strat­
egy. W ithout a strategy DDC can only  re ­
act to existing problem s; it does no t have 
the  au thority  to p lan  for changes, how ever 
desirable.

W ith each  passing day th e re  is new s of 
th e  increasing ly  u rg en t n ee d  for a new  
approach to tran sp o rt if  w e are to avoid 
seizing up  our roads w ith  traffic jam b  and  
are to h an d  on to our children  a w orld th a t 
is not irreparably dam aged w ith  car fumes, 
a m ajor e lem en t of global w arm ing. O ur 
in te rest is therefore very  opportune and 
w ith  th e  new  governm ent appearing keen  
to find alternatives w ith b e tte r  public trans­
po rt and  a m ore extensive u se  of cycles 
w e h a v e  lo b b ie d  o u r  n ew  MP, G w yn 
Prosser, on th e  n eed  for a Kent Transport 
Strategy. H is response is awaited.

BENCH STREET
The Society is very concerned about the  

derelict and neglected  state o f th a t p a rt of 
Bench Street ad jacent to Townwall Street. 
It is an  area that, because of its location, 
advertises Dover to a visitor in  a no r very 
creditable way. Retail business m ust find 
it a difficult area w ith in  w hich to operate 
successfully. Jack Woolford rep resen ted  us 
at a recent m eeting  attended, am ongst o th­
ers, by  DDC, Town C entre M anagem ent, 
p roperty  ow ners an d  shopkeepers. It is 
d ifficu lt to fee l o th e r  th a n  p essim is tic  
about a resolution. DDC appears to have 
n e ith e r th e  funds no r the  legal pow ers to 
e ither bring  about a co-operative redevel­
opm ent, or, as a final resort, to take over 
properties to enforce a solution. The Town 
deserves b e tte r and your Society will lobby 
for change,

GENERAL PLANNING MATTERS
Kent County Council asked for our com ­

m en ts on  th e  substantial ex tension pro­
posed to th e  Police S tation in  Ladywell. 
A lterations include a change of the  neigh­
bouring  SEEBOAKD site to an  enlarged po­
lice parking area. We could find no th ing  
to criticise and  indeed, w elcom e th e  de­
velopm ent in  Dover, The only point m ade 
was th e  n eed  for a p roper regard for th e  
residents w ith possible 24-hour car use.

T he old C astlem ount School site is pro­
posed for housing developm ent and, w ith  
one exception, w elcom ed b y  the  com m it­
tee SUBJECT ONLY TO THE LOOK OF THE SITE 
From th e  Town. The site is heavily  w ooded 
a t p resen t and p roper regard m u st be  paid 
to those  tree s  to  be  re ta in ed  and  th o se  
taken down.



M em bers m at be fam iliar w ith  the  old 
St. Jam es Hotel. Failure to rebuild  afler the 
fire som e years back  has left a sem i-der­
elict and ra th e r sad site. C oncern  was ex­
p ressed  to DDC th a t a risk  now  existed, 
particu larly  to children, w ith  th e  lack of 
p roper boarding-up.

FINALLY
H ave m em bers seen, in  recen t issues 

of th e  Dover Express and  KM Extra th e  re­
m inder o f ideas of a cable car from  the  St.

Jam es Street area to the  C astle / It seem s 5 
good sense to t iy  a guide people into th e  
Castle via th e  Town and  in  th e  process 
galvanise tourism . English H eritage are 
right to be  sensitive about the  im pact on  
th e  Castle and  th e  cliffs b u t provided th e ir  
in tegrity  is m aintained, is it right to pickle 
in  aspic? The events laid  on at th e  Castle 
are artificial re-creations b u t no-one th inks 
th ey  are out o f place. A tim e for a re th ink  
on  a direct link  from  Town to Castle? H ave 
you  any  ideas, please?
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"OPERATION CONSERVATION 97" at ARCHCLIFFE FORT

T he eighth annual Dover Cadets Voluntary Community Project took place 
on Sunday 9th March w hen the cadets turned out to lend a hand at the fort 

where St . M a r t i n  E m m au s t r u s t  have been restoring the living accommoda­
tion and the storage buildings.

A Christian organisation, EMMAUS 
proivides accom m odation and work for its 
'companions' who have fallen n  hard  tim es 
and  n eed  help  to get back  on th e ir  feet. 
T hey  re-cycle household  goods for sale at 
th e  fort and  in  th e ir  H igh Street shop.

ARCHCLIFFE FORT is an  im portan t local 
ancien t m o n u m en t on  th e  A20 overlook­
ing th e  sea. As y e t little  or no restoration  
o f th e  basic H en ry  VIII fabric has b ee n  
a ttem pted  and  th e  site u n til now  has re­
m ained  closed to th e  public
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The working party -  and 
supporters -  at the entrance 
to the Fort


