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T h e  oral battle over the future of the planned £50 milion complex of factory shops 
on the White Cliffs Business Park at Whitfield is set to resume in September when 
Planning Inspector Nicholas Hammans will continue to take evidence and hear 
submissions about the venture.

The planning inquiry at the Council's 
offices at W hitfield opened in June  w hen 
Keith LindblomQ.c., for Fairclough Homes 
and other com panies, argued that forty- 
five factory shops at Whitfield would be 
advantageous for Kent, for the d istrict and 
for Dover. He is asking the Inspector to 
recom m end the Secretary of State to over
tu rn  the p lanning refusal by Dover Dis
trict Council to allow the factory shop 
complex.

The Dover Society, Dover C ham ber of 
Com merce, Kent County Council and oth
ers are backing the Council’s opposition 
to the project. Keith Lindblom subm itted: 
“This is the right schem e in the right place 
at the right time."

But this was countered  by a witness, 
Dover solicitor Peter Sherred who, in his 
evidence, responded: "This is the right 
schem e for Dover, at the right tim e, b u t in 
the wrong place, and the wrong scale for 
D over.”

Dover District Council was represen ted  
at the inquiry by Mr Richard Rundell who 
called four expert w itnesses. T heir evi
dence w asbeingbacked  up by Mr Sherred 
and by Mr Ron Dryden, both  form er Presi
dents of Dover Cham ber of Com merce,

who told of the parlours state o f the town 
centre econom y in Dover.

Evidence was given on behalf of the 
backers of the schem e that it was likely 
the forty-five shops on fifteen acres would 
attract som ething like 1.75 m illion visi
tors a year to the area, would provide 350 
extra jobs and the in frastructure to unlock 
phase two of the business park  for o ther 
job-creating developm ents.

O n the eve of the open ing  of the 
p lanning  inquiry it was revealed  that 
Dover H arbour Board had subm itted  a 
p lanning application for a sm aller range 
of factory shops in the existing nest of 
buildings in Cambridge Road, backing onto 
the W ellington Dock. Dover Council’s 

ch ief p lanning  officer Mike Dawson 
suggested that, although tha t schem e 
had not yet gone before the planning 
com m ittee, he thought it a far b e tte r  
location, as it would be an edge-of-town 
developm ent.

W hen the p lanning inquiry  eventually  
ends, and the Inspector has m ade his 
recom m endations, the Secretary of State 
will have to decide how m uch im pact -  for 
good or ill -  the W hitfield project would 
have on Dover town centre. >



But as Mr Sherred told the Inspector: 
“Despite all the fine argum ents being  put 
forward at this inquiry, the m ajority of 
those here today will not have to bear the 
consequences of the eventual decision. It 
is we who are le ftbeh ind  who will have to 
live w ith the consequences."

*A Factory O utlet Shopping Centre 
(FOSC), su c h  as th a t  p ro p o se d  for

Whitfield, would sell surplus stock from  
m anufacturers w ith a lim ited range of 
m a in ly  fa sh io n  a n d  o u t-o f - s e a s o n / 
over-p roduc tion  a n d /o r  d isc o n tin u ed  
lines of household table top goods. It is 
claim ed that the sam e products would 
not be available at tow n cen tre shops 
and that they would be sold at 25% to 75% 
of norm al retail prices.

<>

Defence of Dover Castle
------------------ AUTUMN 1940 -  SPRING 1 9 4 1 -------------------
M rs W endy Atherton, wife o f  our President, Brigadier M aurice A therton is engaged in 
writing a scholarly book on ‘The Defence o f  Docer Castle' Because this m a y  prove to be 
indigestible w ithout some lighter anecdotes, M rs A therton would welcome a n y  m aterial 
in the w ay o f  factual accounts by a n y  m em bers o f  the D over Society w ho m a y be able 
to help w ith contributions. She has already accepted the following piece.

JT RANCEFELL. "We will never su rren d er” 
Churchill told Hitler, “We will fight on the 
beaches..."

The grapevine had it tha t w hen (not if) 
the G erm ans landed, the first line of 
defence would be at the River Stour at 
C anterbury w ith the second m ajor line at 
the River Medway. The civilian popula
tion of Kent would be overrun by the 
Blitzkrieg and would perish in the inva
sion or would su rrenderbu t, although the 
Castle m ight be besieged by the G erm ans 
(as it had been  by the French long ago) it 
would never surrender: the heroic garri
son would rather die.

I, a young airm an from  RAF Hawkinge, 
arrived at Dover Castle in the au tum n  of 
1940, as did a whole m otley collection of 
volunteers from the tattered  rem nan ts of 
the B.E.F. and other units. We m ounted  a 
tw enty-four hour watch along the battle
m ents. We had no weapons. Between 
tim es we attended lectures on m ilitary 
tactics and stripping and cleaning arm s 
(working from  diagram s) and on the use

of grenades (working w ith one dum m y 
grenade) rem em bering  always to rem ove 
the pin w ith our tee th  whilst keeping the 
grip most firmly depressed. We w ere prom 
ised real grenades and real rifles at any 
m om ent — they never arrived.

The tw enty-four hour w atches contin
ued and  w hen  the w in ter snow s fell 
we w ere instructed  to m ake snowballs 
and  p rac tise  lobbing th e m  o v er the  
ra m p a rts  as if th e y  w ere  g ren a d es . 
For arm s we could go to the Keep and 
rem ove from  the walls the w eapons of 
olden tim es, battleaxes, lances, swords 
and shields.

So Dover Castle was defended by  in
trepid  vo lunteers w ith snowballs and an
cient arm s against Stuka bom bers and the 
th rea tened  Blitzkrieg until Spring 1941 
w hen it becam e clear that the G erm an 
invasion was b u t a m yth  and we could 
return  to our units.
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