
War-time Dover, its Post Office and Staff
------------------------------------------------------------  MERRIL LILLEY

This booklet is a diary of events from 1940 to 
1944, written as it happened, by A. W. B. 
Mowbray, m .b .e ., who was Head Postmaster 
in Dover during those years.

Regretably we have no picture of the war-damaged Post 
Office but we can show the building, on the site in 1911 and 
which was demolished prior to the new construction.

Mr Mowbray actually took up his appoint
ment on 5 June 1940, which event coincided 
with Operation Dynamo, the evacuation of 
Dunkirk. He was thus plunged into the 
busiest and most congested week Dover Post 
Office has ever experienced and special 
arrangements had to be made on the spot. 
1500 telegrams were handed in on one day at 
a quayside office and 4000 at the main office. 
There were long queues at every telephone 
kiosk, Post Office counters were thronged 
from morn till night with the staff working 
long hours at high pressure.

The diary chronicles the work of the Post 
Office staff to keep services running through 
the four years of bombing and shelling in a 
front-line town, full of crises, tragedies and 
narrow escapes.

The book has been printed as a result 
of the efforts of Mr Mowbray’s daughter, 
Mrs N. A. L. Wheeler, who has added an 
account of some of her own experiences 
in 1944.

Mrs Wheeler recently joined the Dover 
Society and we hope she may contribute 
more of her own memories of Dover to a 
future issue of the Newsletter.

Autumn Membership News
We now have about twenty more members 
than a year ago and some of them have 
been recruited by means of our updated 
introductory leaflet. I would like to thank 
those who have helped the Society by telling 
their friends about us in this way.

From 1 April 1966 our subscription will 
increase to £6 single, £10 joint. After the 
new year I will send forms to those who 
pay by standing order so that they may 
amend their arrangements. Unlike direct

debits, members with standing orders 
authorise their Banks to transfer the specific 
amount annually and it is a most convenient 
way to pay (and receive) subscriptions.

Since July we have welcomed Mrs D. 
Lock, Ms C. J. Simison, Mr A. Whittamore, 
Mr & Mrs J. Wheeler, Mr G. N. Harby, 
Miss H. Drummond, Mrs Margaret Smith, 
Mr F. Scott, Mr Colin Smith, Mrs R. Storm- 
Torstensen and Mr & Mrs L. Heamden.


