
The Dover Archive:
held at the Centre for Kentish Studies in Maidstone 
----------------------------------------------------------------  KEN WRAIGHT

Som e time ago the Centre for Kentish 
Studies (C.K.S.) took the decision to com
puterise all the catalogues relating to Kent 
Archives held at Maidstone, Rochester and 
Canterbury.

The project was launched on 26 Septem
ber at CKS, County Hall, where I and some 
fifty other interested people were given a 
demonstration of the new system and the 
quality of the faxes which can be obtained 
from it.

The first phase, which has been financially 
supported by the Dover Society, will run 
from now until mid 1997 and will identify 
and catalogue, on a computer, all the Dover 
records at present held and dating from the 
13th cent, to the 1970’s — some 200 linear 
feet of books and 500 feet of papers in all.

I quote the following statement by C.K.S.

“The Heritage Services Group of the 
KCC Arts and Libraries Department is 
developing a computer database for 
archival catalogues, which until now 
have been available to the public in hard 
copy only.

The new database, called INHERIT, 
will eventually allow researchers to 
research the full range of catalogues to 
collections held at the Centre for Kentish 
Studies at Maidstone, the Cathedral 
Archives at Canterbury and the 
Rochester upon Medway Studies Centre 
just by entering a few key words repre
senting their enquiry.

This powerful free-text retrieval 
facility, similar to that already used at 
the Scottish Record Office and the Bank 
of England Archives, will represent a 
great advance for researchers over the 
current card index to the typed cata
logues. All future catalogues will be 
entered on the system and existing 
catalogues gradually added, so that 
eventually, it is hoped, access to all KCC 
archive catalogues will be available at the 
press of a button at terminals in public 
libraries anywhere in the county.”

Further information may be obtained from  
Mark Ballard, CKS, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent MEM  1XQ. Telephone (01622) 694363.

Come (with your friends) to

The Society's Christm as Feast
in the
the Refectory, Dover College
Saturday, 16 December 
7 for 730
There is still time to book — phone Mrs Joan Liggett on Dover 214886

inclusive of 
Sherry Reception, 
Buffet and Wine
£ 1 6 .5 0


