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SAMPHIRE HOE
Things are happening down at Samphire 
Hoe, the ‘newest part of Kent’. The White 
Cliffs Countryside Project is working with 
Eurotunnel to get the site ready for opening 
to the public.

People will be invited to visit Samphire 
Hoe more freely when the newly seeded areas 
are ready. We hope this may be in the summer 
of1996, but we will have to wait and see what 
the weather throws up over the next few 
months.

In preparation we are inviting people to 
visit Samphire Hoe on guided walks starting 
this winter. We will be consulting as many 
people as possible so that when the site is 
open we will know what people think of and 
want from the site.

Guided Walks on Samphire Hoe are to be 
held on the following dates, starting at 2.00  
p.m.:- Sunday 17 December, Sunday, 28 
January 1996, Saturday 24 February and 
Sunday 17 March. Admission free.

Meet at the car park, Samphire Hoe, near 
Dover. (Drive along the A20 from Dover 
towards Folkestone, turning left on to the 
signposted road that leads down a sloping 
tunnel to Samphire Hoe; you will be required 
to give your name and car registration to the 
security guard at the entrance).

The walk will take about two hours.

St. Martin’s Battery and the 
Grand Shaft Barracks Area
After all the appropriate permissions have 
been sought from either English Heritage or 
Dover District Council various practical works 
will be occurring over the next few months 
for the improvement of these areas.

Over the winter we will be selectively 
felling some trees and scrub to open up the 
views from the car parks to the Western 
Docks, the Channel and Dover Castle. We 
hope that creating some ‘open’ sight lines 
will help to discourage vandalism and 
flytipping, as well as to make the site more 
interesting for visitors. Earth bunds will be 
constructed at the front edge of the car 
parking areas, as safety barriers to prevent cars 
overshooting.

Safety fencing is to be constructed around 
the edge of St. Martin’s Gun Battery to 
discourage visitors from standing on top of 
the gun battery, thus protecting the visitors 
and the historic monument.

Bollards will be installed to control vehicle 
access at both sites to improve safety for 
walkers and to discourage flytipping.

An interpretation trail is being devised to 
lead visitors around the interesting features 
of the gun battery. This will be in the form of 
small wall-mounted panels that explain both 
the features and how they were used.



A ‘Soldier’s Life’ Trail is planned to lead 
visitors around the former barrack site at the 
top of the Grand Shaft.

Both Dover Museum and the Kent De
fence Research Group are kindly advising and 
helping us as we progress with these interpre
tative projects.
New Programmes
Relatively ‘hot off the press’ at the White 
Cliffs Countryside Project are various pro
grammes and leaflets. If you are interested in 
coming along to join in with some practical 
conservation activities, the “Countryside 
News’ volunteer programme has listings and 
details of events.

The ‘Winter Guided Walks’ programme is 
available with walks from October 1995 to 
March 1996. Themes include walks at 
Samphire Hoe, walks to discover the story of 
the Celts in Kent, the people who lived in 
Kent before the Roman invasion 2000 years 
ago, walks for a green countdown to Christ
mas including decoration making, ale trails, 
walks and cycle rides over Christmas and

‘Walk in the New Year’, a night walk on the 
Western Heights with fireworks and mulled 
wine.

Leading into the new year there will be 
‘Winter Woodlands’, ‘Hedgerow Happen
ing’ and ‘Signs of Spring’ themes.

New site leaflets include a new ‘Folkestone 
Downs’ full colour map with wildlife and 
historical information and a new leaflet from 
the ‘Corridors to the Countryside’ project 
entitled ‘Walk to Folkestone’s Countryside 
... just follow the animal signs . . . ’. These 
leaflets are available from the White Cliffs 
Countryside Project -  call at our office at 6 
Cambridge Terrace, Dover or telephone 
01304 241806 and we can send you informa
tion. Or call into Tourist Information Centres, 
Libraries or Museums.

Thank you to all the people who support 
the work of the White Cliffs Countryside 
Project in so many different ways.

We look forward to meeting you again on 
either our guided walks or volunteer tasks.

Happy Christmas everyone.

The HIPPODROME COMMEMORATED
Congratulations to new member Dick 
Whittamore who, by continually plugging 
away, has persuaded the authorities to place 
a plaque in Snargate Street commemorating 
the spot where the Royal Hippodrome 
stood before destruction as a result of enemy 
action.

The plaque has been placed on the wall 
of the Hovertel with the permission of the 
owners, David and Sandy Peters. The plaque, 
created on the instructions of Impact, 
was unveiled in September on the fifty-first 
anniversary of the day when the theatre was 
hit by a shell. At the time, for nearly a month, 
Dover had been undergoing its worst 
bombardment. Fortunately the theatre, open 
for more than 150 years, had closed for two 
weeks because of the danger. It never 
re-opened after that shell.

----------------TERRY SUTTON
Dick began his work at the Royal 

Hippodrome as a page boy in 1939 at the 
age of 14 and was promoted to assistant 
manager in 1942. He carried out the 
unveiling ceremony, recalling days when 
some of the best lmown artistes trod the 
Hippodrome’s boards.

“Many well-known entertainers came to 
Dover during the war -  Tommy Trinder, 
Tessie O’Shea, Hylda Baker, Frank Formby, 
Evelyn Laye to name a few. But the 
theatre became famous for its weekly 
strip-tease shows, loved and remembered 
by members of the armed forces of all the 
Allied nations stationed in and passing 
through Dover.”

Dover and Kent County councillors 
attended the unveiling ceremony.


