
bricklaying, but said he was an enthusiast when 
it came to bricks, of which he had several 
samples and about 350 slides with him. Ex
plaining technical terms like header and 
stretcher, he treated the Society to an extensive 
lecture on the history of bricks from Roman 
times to the present day.

He began with slides of Roman bricks, 
showing brickwork from Richborough Castle 
and the Roman Pharos at Dover Castle, and 
reused Roman brick from St.Martin’sChurch, 
Canterbury, reputed to be the oldest place of 
Christian worship in the British Isles.

He described the processes by which bricks i  ig  
were produced, their various colours and the 
many beautiful patterns into which they can be 
assembled. In the course of the lecture we were 
introduced to most of the major buildings in 
the county, some familiar like Maison Dieu 
House, with the insight of Colonel Bolton’s 
extensive knowledge of his subject, illustrated 
by many beautiful slides.

He concluded his excellent talk and slide 
show with a set of unusual bricks, the last being 
a picture of the Queen Mother’s brick at 
Walmer Castle, which is used as a door stop.

Dover St.James - TERRY SUTTON

The Dover Society was well represented at 
the public meeting in the Town Hall on 17 
October when Dover District Council out
lined long-term plans to upgrade the St. 
James’s area of the town. Our members, 
headed by our chairman, Jack Woolford, 
were prominent in the questions they posed 
and the suggestions they made.

The St. James’s area under review is bor
dered by Woolcomber Street, Townwall 
Street, the river bank and the backs of the 
properties in Castle Street.

Steve Bee, of planning consultants 
Llewelyn-Davies explained the master plan 
for the St. James’s area.
These are the main features:
• New town centre housing in two-four 
storey blocks to be built on part of the 
council-owned Russell Street car park.
• Demolition of the MFI building, if the 
site became available, for more housing.
• Leisure, retail or office use of the “op
portunity site” in the prime position at the 
junction ofWoolcomber Street and Townwall 
Street — where a new petrol filling station is 
under construction!
• The creation of St. James’s Square, the 
focus for the whole area, surrounded by cafes 
and restaurants, on the site of part of the 
Stagecoach East Kent garage.

• Shops, offices and flats in Dolphin Pas
sage, off Castle Street.
• Enlarging St. James’ multi-storey car 
park, with a new south side entrance and with 
commercial development on the east and 
west side.
• New pedestrian areas along the riverside 
walk, with pedestrian access over Townwall 
Street linking up with the Granville Gardens 
and the sea front.
• Improvements to Townwall Street (A20), 
creating a boulevard effect with more trees 
and feature lighting.
• An hotel with car park on the south side 
of Townwall Street, where the riverside walk 
would take pedestrians into Granville Gar
dens. A new layout to encourage people to 
use the gardens on the sea front, possibly with 
the provision of a bandstand.

The District Council’s Chief Executive, 
John Moir, said that for too long this area had 
presented a negative image of Dover to visi
tors and for nearly fifty years had contributed 
little to the viability and vitality of the town 
centre. But, he stressed, the Council was 
looking at the long-term future of the area -  
possibly fifteen to twenty years ahead.

After hearing of the proposals, one of our 
members, Mrs Deborah Turner, told the 
meeting the council was not thinking big
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submitted, needed something really big, 
possibly stretching over the whole area. The 
site, she said, deserved something to make 
travellers stop and want to visit Dover.

Bob Adams suggested “punching holes” 
in the mass of the Gateway to create access 
and views to the sea front. John Owen put 
forward the idea of switching the proposed 
St. James’s Square to the east of Russell 
Street, on council-owned land, in order to 
speed-up the plan.

There appeared to be strong support for 
the demolition of the virtually-empty office 
block, Burlington House, which dominates 
the area.

Mr Moir, who confirmed the council still 
owned the land, indicated if the meeting

considered this suggestion worth pursuing, 
the council would take the request into 
consideration. Jeremy Barford of Tersons 
said he would be surprised if the Department 
of Transport would allow a pedestrian 
crossing of Townwall Street (A20), near the 
river, as indicated in the council’s proposals.

Mr Moir revealed that the District Council 
now owned the Thompson Garage site, 
facing Woolcomber Street.

This interesting meeting was reasonably 
well attended but could have been better 
organised. The council’s “indicative master 
plan” for the area was generally accepted by 
those present.

Any further ideas for the area may still be 
sent to Dover District Council at the White 
Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield.

VIEW OF THE 
"OPPORTUNITY SITE” 
FROM THE EAST END 
OF TOWNWALL 
STREET

VIEW OF THE NEW 
St. JAMES’S SQUARE 
FROM THE SOUTH  
END OF RUSSELL 
STREET


