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LAWRENCE GAGE, Chaurman

RECENT PLANNING ISSUES
Old Dover to Deal Turnpike Road As a result o f pressure from the Dover Society the

historic gutter in Laureston Place has been repaired 
by the District Council.

Hoardings -  York St. Roundabout Our campaign to see an end to these unsightly hoard
ings at the crucial entry point to Dover may have been 
successful. Recently the Secretary o f State for the 
Environment dismissed an appeal against planning 
refusal. We are pressing for the site to be developed 
with a high quality ‘landmark’ building.

Kwiksave planter

Old Park

Factory outiet shopping centre, 
Whitfield

Burlington House

At last, we have been successful in replacing the weeds 
with a pleasing collection o f plants -  let us hope they 
will thrive.

We are currently putting together a report for the 
redevelopment o f  this important site suggesting a 
Regional Sports Centre with training facilities. We 
hope the powers-that-be will support our initiative.

We have strongly opposed any such out o f town retail 
facilities as we consider they would have an adverse 
effect on the town centre. As a result of our representa 
tions and those of many others, the Secretary o f  State 
has called in the application.
The Council has now reversed its original decision 
to grant planning permission and the developers have 
appealed. It is almost certain that there will be a public 
enquiry and the Dover Society will participate fully.

The building owners are proposing to give this much 
disliked 'eyesore' a face-lift and to convert it into flats. 
The Dover Society opposes the proposal as the new 
design with light coloured horizontal bands will draw 
even more attention to the unfortunate scale o f  the 
building. We consider that the present building is past 
its useful life (if it ever had one) and to try to adapt it 
is a fool’s errand which will result in an unsatisfactory 
compromise. We believe that in terms o f both long 
term sustainable planning and economic criteria it 
should be demolished to make way for appropriate 
new development as part o f a much needed integrated 
plan for the surrounding area.



Replacement Filling Station 
Townwall Street

St. James Hotel, Harold Street

Archcliffe Fort

We have strongly ob jected  to  this plannig  
application because the site is crucial in achieving a 
satisfactory connection between the port and the town 
and any new development on it should be seen as part 
of an overall master plan for the whole area to attract 
people to  the tow n cen tre . I f  planning  
permission is given to this proposal, the whole area will 
continue to be blighted for several more decades, 
preventing a satisfactory resolution o f  Dover's 
‘front door’ problem.

After a fire five years ago this interesting building is still 
derelict and an eyesore in an otherwise attractive area. 
We are pressing to ensure that the building is rebuilt as 
originally intended.

The Dover Society is pleased to support the proposed 
conversion o f the fort for use by the Emmaus 
Community

Dover District Consultative Plan: Consultative Daft
Some members will no doubt have seen the 
exhibition mounted by the Dover District 
Council planning department explaining its 
plans for the future. Once agreed, the Local 
Plan will form the basis of local planning 
policy for the next decade and as such this 
consultative draft document provided the 
Society with an important opportunity to 
influence future developments in the town 
and surrounding area.

The main thrust of the plan is for ‘sustain
able development’ whilst encouraging new 
employment opportunities throughout the 
District but with special emphasis on new 
developments in Dover itself. The word 
‘sustainable’ covers a wide range of criteria 
aimed to ensure that any proposals are eco
logically, environmentally and socially 
friendly. For example, measures to reduce 
the reliance on the car in favour of public 
transport, cycling and walking feature heav
ily throughout the plan. Mixed development 
in villages and the surrounding countryside 
will be severely restricted.

On a first reading the plan appears to  
concur very closely with the aims of the 
Dover Society and in fact a number of the 
policies being proposed are those that we 
have been pressing for some time. For 
example, we called for a master plan to be

drawn up for the Russell Street-St. James’s 
area, and the abandonment o f the proposed 
business park in Farthingloe valley, desig
nated as an area of outstanding natural beauty
-  we are pleased to note that both these 
suggestions are included in the draft plan and 
we arc now in touch with the consultants 
developing the St. James master plan. Sadly 
our view that a radical review of traffic circu
lation and parking in the town is long overdue 
has not been responded to in the plan.

The Committee plans to submit a care
fully considered response by the August 
deadline. The plan itself is a very thick and 
impressive document and currently is pro
viding plenty ofbedtime reading for members 
of the Planning Sub-Committee

Dover Millennium Project — 
Not Selected.
The Millennium Commission received 
a total o f 550  second stage applications 
and were only able to select a small pro
portion for funding from lottery money this 
year -  unfortunately the Dover Project was 
not among the lucky few announced in June.

The multi-million pound project, based 
on Dover's maritime r61e, would transform 
the fortunes o f  the town. The idea was



66  initiated by the Dover Society with the 
involvement o f the District Council, Dover 
Harbour Board, East Kent Initiative, the 
National Maritime Museum and Green
wich University and several other partners. 
A great deal o f  work was done and much was 
achieved, so this decision is a great disap
pointment to all those involved.

However, all is not lost. The Commis
sion has invited the Dover Millennium 
Steering Committee to apply again with a 
revised proposal in the next round o f  
applications. It is hoped that this will be 
possible as it would be a great shame not to 
carry on while we have the momentum and 
the partnership support.

The Future 
of Connaught Park

T h e re  is discussion of the possibility of 
obtaining funding from the Sports and 
Leisure slice of National Lottery money to 
improve and develop Connaught Park. Mike 
McFamell would like to collect the views and 
opinions of Dover Society members.

You may remember that, in answer to the 
Newsletter Questionnaire on The Future of 
Dover, one of our members, June Dyer, put 
forward her views in Newsletter 19 (page 28)

“A t present the park is scenic and  
under-used. There is no reason why the 
p a rk  should not be nea rly  as 
well-known as the Castle.

The top entra nce needs to be 
emphasised and  enhanced -  in fa ct it 
should be ra th e r  g r a n d  a n d  
conspicuous. Thousands o f  Castle 
visitors - am ong others -  would fin d  
it easy to use the top gate. From there 
the Park would be enjoyed, g o in g  
downy leading visitors to the town.v

The suggestion included ideas for a tea 
terrace with wonderful views and the develop
ment of botanical gardens, like those at 
Ventnor, I.O.W . The advent of National 
Lottery funding for such projects could 
make these dreams reality.

Items for consideration are as follows:
(a) improved public access.
(b) use of present facilities (e.g. tennis

courts) and
(c) development of additional features.

If you have any opinions you would like to 
put forward please write to me and I will 
collate the views of Society members. We 
intend to distribute a questionnaire on this 
subject at the October meeting, but if you 
have detailed and interesting ideas to con
tribute you may wish to let us know earlier 
than October. This is yet another opportu
nity to improve Dover’s image and the Dover 
Society will support it with enthusiasm.

E ditor

DEADLINE f o r  c o n t r i b u t o r s
The Editor welcomes contributions and illustrations. Interesting drawings are particularly welcome. 
The deadline for issue No. 24 -  for publication on 1 December is Monday, 30th October.
Publication in the Newsletter docs not imply the Society’s agreement with the views expressed nor 
does the Socicty accept responsibility for any statements made. All published material remains the 
copyright of its authors, artists or photographers


