
THIS AND THAT
— DOVER CHAT

W e have three new advertisers in this issue -  we do ask you to support them -  and 
they do help us by taking space in the Newsletter. I always try to book my taxi 
through Britannia Cars, for instance, and I use the shops that advertise with us. I 
am also pleased to say that I have supported three of our new advertisers, having 
bought the engraved glasses for our Wine and Wisdom from Coastal Awards at a 
very reasonable price, bought antiques from Fordham’s of Deal and sampled the 
toning beds at Dover Beauty Salon (Next to Boots, above the old Gas Showroom) 
where I ’ve met, on different occasions, five other members of the Dover Society.

I also met several of our members viewing The Golden Hinde when it was moored 
for two weeks in the Granville Dock in March. I hope you did not miss this 
experience. At a guess, as the dock was crowded every day, most people did see this 
sixteenth century galleon, a replica of the one which sailed around the world with 
Sir Francis Drake.. The voyage took three years (1577 to 1580 with a crew of sixty 
in very cramped conditions.

A puzzling question arises. If  the average Elizabethan was only 5ft 4ins tall (as 
described in The Golden Hinde) and the height of many of the people discovered 
in the Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Buckland was between 5ft 8ins and 6ft, what 
happened in between to reduce the height of our population?

Seeing the crowds visiting The Golden Hinde gave us a glimpse of what the future 
may hold. If  Dover is successful in its Millennium bid we may have a Maritime 
Museum attracting visitors from far and wide. Members will know more about this 
after attending the meeting on 27th March.

I hope you remembered to attend this re-scheduled meeting!
I read in Lloyd’s List that Dover may become one of the UK’s leading banana 

ports if Dover Harbour Board decide to go ahead with an investment in the banana 
trade. Already, sine the Dover Cargo Terminal opened at the Eastern Docks in 
1990, there has been a huge increase in the amount of fresh produce imported 
through Dover.

Anew tug has been working off Dover, the BrodopasMoon, a Croatian vessel, one 
of two chartered for Coastguard duties around the British Isles.
Do you like this idea of a Dover Chat Page? It is one I have nurtured for some time 
and probably it could be a lot more interesting than this. If  you like the idea please 
send in any snippets you would like included. They can be about members, events 
in the town, or future plans for the Society -  the range is wide.

E d it o r


