
over seven miles of underground workings which very few people have ever seen. First 
he dispelled the legend that these workings went down under the town, perhaps as far 
as St. Radigund’s Abbey. All the workings are contained within the Castle grounds. 
Some of the workings are 200 feet below ground -  only some seventy feet above sea level. 
These are at the “Dumpy” level and he left us waiting until the end of the talk before 
telling us that “Dumpy” was an acronym for Deep Underground Military Position 
Yellow.

Tunnelling has been going on for centuries and there are even the remains of one 
tunnel where the French besieging the Castle dug from the Guston turning to beneath 
the main gate and there set off explosives to attempt an entry.

In this century the tunnels were used as a military headquarters during the Second 
World War, with a hospital and living quarters. Here the evacuation from Dunkirk was 
planned and executed. Later, in the years following the war, new levels were cut for use 
as a base for a Regional Seat of Government in the event of a nuclear war. (Dumpy).

Some three-quarters of a mile of the tunnels at Casement level, now named Hellfire 
Comer, have been open to the public for several years. Here many areas, such as the 
telephone exchange and the Aircraft Operations room, have been restored to their 
original wartime state. Gradually other areas are being restored and it is hoped to open 
Annexe level in 1996 and Dumpy level some years later.

Our speaker described all these plans in detail and gave the audience insights into many 
aspects of the tunnels which we had not previously considered.

When the Chairman finally gave the audience the opportunity to question both 
speakers the response was fast and furious and the time allocated was (as ever) insufficient 
to answer all our queries after two such fascinating talks.

Wine &  Wisdom Monday 13th February

------------------------------------------------  ELIZABETH SENYARD

T h e re  were ample supplies of both wine and wisdom at St. Mary’s Parish Centre 
when the Dover Society members met to test their knowledge, though I suspect that 
the supply of wisdom tended to diminish as the consumption of wine increased -  at 
least, that was the situation on my table.

The occasion was well attended, there being thirteen tables each seating six people. 
All were totally absorbed in the art of brain-stretching and memory-jogging -  as 
well as some inspired guesswork. The eight rounds of quite difficult questions



were admiiably set and presented by Clive Taylor and his enthusiastic support 
team. In the interval the teams struggled to decipher ten “Dingbats” which 
constituted the ninth round.

The winners were ‘Sagittarius’ and there was a tie for second place between ‘The 
Kays’ and *The Belmonts’. The winners each received a handsome engraved tumbler 
for their prize, but there was a litde confusion for a few minutes over the award of 
the second prize, as a tie had not been anticipated, and unfortunately only one prize 
had been provided. However this was eventually very happily resolved by offering 
each second place team three bottles of wine and three bars of chocolate to share 
amongst themselves.

Members have Joan Liggett, the Social Secretary and other members of the 
Committee to dunk for a most enjoyable evening. The Ploughman’s Platter had an 
excellent variety o f cheeses and lovely fresh French bread.

The Vice - Chairman, John Gerrard, made a closing speech, and we all went 
happily home.

Here’s to the next time!

The Norwegian Connection budge adams

The hint in the last paragraph of my piece in the 
December Newsktttr, “Frontline Britain ‘94”, 
that some mark of friendliness and recognition 
of their part in the war effort from their base in 
Dover should be accorded to the surviving 
Norwegian sailors was readily accepted and 
acted upon by the Executive Committee at its 
December meeting. A proposition that 
Honorary life  Membership should be granted 
to the eight stimvors was passed unanimously.

All the necessary individual Certificates have 
no wbeen prepared and, if all goes well, I will be 
able to accept the Norwegians' kind invitation 
and on behalf o f the Society present them in 
Norway on a date as near as possible to 8th 
May, the day o f the cessation of European 
hostilities in World War II.

I do thank the Society for making one of 
my dreams come true.

The illustration is a tiny reproduction of one of the 
certificates whidi ane approximately 300mm x 500mm.

T H K  D O V E R  S O C IE T Y
President: Brigadier Maurice Atherton

Certificate of Award
of Honorary Life Membership of the Society

The Recipient's Name Goes Here
one o f the Eight Surviving Members o f the 

52nd (Norwegian) M.L. Flotilla
which operated out o f the port o f Dover during the 1939-45 War.

T h e  C ertificate also recognises th e  en during  friendship 
and m utual respect tha t arose 

b etw een th e  N orw egian sailors and  the  peop le  o f  D over 
du ring  th e  hostilities 

and particularly  marks the  sincere appreciation  show n 
by present-day D ovorians o f  th e  happy and  very w elcom e 

A n n u a l G if t  o f  a C h r is tm a s  T re e  
provided and funded  solely by 

m em bers o f  the  
52n d  f  lo tilla


