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with its individual performers, balanced and precise and technically polished but, 
above all and like its director, blithesome.

The notice in the Festival brochure did not, indeed could not, adequately advertise 
this miniature masterpiece of a concert. It is comforting to meet such happy 
competence in young people from West as well as East and gratifying that Dover 
College should be able so substantially to contribute to Dover’s musical life. 
Oliver Twist-like, I crave for more.

Paint or Draw your Pet
(or any other animal you can observe) 
Castle Boob, 25 Castle St., Dover
For this competition children were invited (mostly through their primary schools) to 
submit small pictures of animals which they could observe. The Mayor, Councillor 
Kevin Mills, presented the prizes on Saturday, 21 May.

There were a good number of lively, well-observed paintings and drawings. (Sadly, 
a few only produced versions of cartoons). Those mentioned below, apart from the 
three prize-winners, were ‘Highly Commended.”
5 -  7year age group.

Jessica Roud, age 7, Capel-le-Feme C. P., painted a splendid striped orange 
and yellow cat with a white bib and won 1st Prize. Joe Solomon, age 6, Charlton 
C.P., drew a stuffed crow from a classroom specimen and obviously looked at it 
very carefully. Emma Agar, age 7, Capel-le-Ferne C.P., produced a characterful 
painting of her tortoiseshell cat, ‘Scampie’, in a stipple technique, Jamie Turner, 
age 7, Melbourne C.P., drew a budgerigar in a cage and Pippa Butterworth, age 
7, Capel-le-ferne C.P., a perky picture of ‘Alice”, her Giant Schnauzer.

8 - 9  year age group
Another striped cat, with a surprised expression gained 1st Prize for Hayley 
McKnight, Melbourne C.P. and Yvonne Carr, of the same school, drew ‘Aggy’ a 
splendidly ratty rat. A bright goldfish in its tank was boldly drawn in coloured 
markers by Amy McKnight, Melbourne C.P., Martin Steele, St. Mary R.C.P., 
Deal, conveyed the strong image of a screeching gull in pencil, while Christopher 
Phillips, Sibertswold C.P. showed a placid black rabbit, drawn with marker pens. 

1 0 -1 2  year age group
Nathan Elliott, St Mary’s C.E.P., Dover, won 1st Prize with a sprightly represen
tation of “Creepie’, his uncle’s pet tarantula; we assume that the spider survives 
happily minus one leg. Hazel Basran, St. Mary’s C.E.P., Dover, made a sensitive 
drawing of a cat and Steven Laycock, D.G.S.B., produced a convincing rabbit in 
coloured pencils.
Other children were ‘Commended’ for their work. cont.
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All the pictures were displayed or were available to be seen. The judge was the author 
of this report.

During the day of the prize presentations Penny Bearman was in Casde Books 
making some of her fine pastel drawings of children and animals.
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KEN WRAIGHT (016) reviews two of the Festival’s musical offerings

The Martin Dale Quartet
One of the first items in this year’s Festival was an evening of jazz at the Blazing 
Donkey at Eastry, presented by the Martin Dale Quartet. This newly-formed, very 
talented group, with Martin Dale assisted by John Burch on piano, Mike Porter Ward 
on brass and Jimmy Tagford on drums, has a style which at times is reminiscent of 
Stan Geltz and is well worth looking out for. The group greatly pleased its audience 
and produced a most enjoyable evening. It was a pity the venue was not shown in the 
Festival brochure.

(The British Rail Musical)

This “eccentrically-British', thoroughly-uplifting” musical by Henry Lewis, staged 
by The Great Escape Theatre Co., came to the Landmark Centre, Deal on 20 May 
as part of a Kent and London Tour.

It tells the story of Joan, a young housewife who gets involved in the arguments 
both for and against a new High Speed Rail Link through Kent: central to the plot 
are the comic posturings of the various interested parties -  BR, The Ministry and local 
organisations -  but Joan eventually sees the light. A near capacity audience was 
delighted with the performance of this enthusiastic young group.

Could we, please, have a repeat performance in Dover before the show's 
immediacy is lost?


