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A  tribute from Lillian Kay

JVIarion Horsfield was born in 1911 in Mortlake, Surrey, but her parents soon 
returned to their native N orth Staffordshire, where she was educated at the 
Orme Girls’ School, Newcastle-under-Lyme. She read History at Oxford, and 
just before the war spent some months in Czechoslovakia. While teaching in 
Wisbech High School during the war she lectured to the services, and served 
with Civil Defence, Red Cross and Girls’ Training Corps. She then taught in 
Chislehurst Grammar School and in January 1952 became Headmistress of 
Dover Grammar School for Girls, a post which she held for fourteen years, until 
just after her marriage to Colonel Roderick Horsfield, r . e .

From 1962 she was a Justice o f the Peace, being Deputy Chairman o f the 
Bench from 1969-1981. She was President o f the Dover Branch o f the 
Church o f England Children’s Society for thirty-one years, and a member o f St. 
Mary’s Parochial Church Council. Her educational interests included the 
Board of Governors o f St. Mary’s C. o f E. Primary School, Nonington College 
and Folkestone Technical High School; her interest in the law led to  the 
Borstal Board, the Committee o f Suffolk House (for ex-prisoners) and the 

Moral Welfare Committee; and at various times she served on the Coleman 
Trust, the Lenley Trust, the Divisional Executive and the Committee o f the 
Dover Trustee Savings Bank.

I served under her as the Senior Mathematics Mistress for five years and as 
her Deputy Head Mistress for 9 years. Together with the Staff*we were a very 
happy team. ‘Miss Sergeant’ always expected high standards, inspired by her 
own example in every way. All who knew her will remember her immaculate 
appearance, her studied attention to detail, her kindness to those in need and 
her encouragement to all. Aiter her retirement she continued her interest in the 
School, attending the functions o f the Old Girls’ Association and enjoying news 
from all round the world.

H er compassion and her formidable intellect were also evident in her work 
as a magistrate. After the death o f her husband in 1968 she spent much time 
studying the law, and very much enjoyed exercising her skill on the Bench.

We, the friends o f her adopted town, and the Dover Society celebrate her life 
and the generous gifts she offered for forty years to the life of our town. 0


