
66 Crescent, the Calverley Hotel used as Mount Pleasant House by members of the royal 
family during the 1830’s) and the Royal Wells Inn, for instance, reinforced. Modem 
brick, although recently used, was not so obtrusive as to spoil the illusion.

Although people walked purposefully about their business, there was an air of 
unreality about it all, despite the Safeway Supermarket and Hopper’s superior 
department store. Where was the heart of present day Tunbridge Wells? Presumably 
the national chain stores and hopefully a good book shop were to be found in the new 
Royal Victoria Centre, together with a variety of other shops and adequate parking 
space. Time did not allow our foursome to explore so far.

Unusually for an urban centre of this size there was only one church, St. Charles the 
Martyr, fulfilling its original function, but the 1829 Holy Trinity was in use as the 
Trinity Arts Centre and the neo-classical Congregational Church housed Habitat. At 
least redundant churches of architectural merit had not been destroyed -  likewise the 
Opera House turned bingo hall! The city fathers/town planners had obviously 
successfully striven to retain the character of the town and had not allowed unsightly 
modem shop fronts and facias to disfigure it.

We left much undone that we would like to have done -  buildings unseen and roads 
untrodden, to say nothing of our neglect of the Common with its famous rocks. We 
saw, for instance, no sign of the concert hall in which I remember watching Kent Opera 
productions some fifteen years ago.

We are greatly indebted to our Social Secretary, Joan Liggett, for a very enjoyable and 
successful day in the company of old and new friends and look forward to a repeat visit 
to the Wells in the future.

Membership News
As indicated in the April Newsletter, members who pay their subscriptions by 
cheque or standing order will not normally receive an acknowledgement or card. 
This keeps costs to a minimum. Each member retains the same membership 
number throughout and I am always happy to provide new cards if required.

During the past year we have attracted new members from a younger age group 
and we hope to continue this trend. It is one reason why we seek to keep our 
subscription lo w -£4 single and£6 joint. Over 50 members have taken advantage 
of the standing order scheme, thus ensuring that their subscriptions are always paid 
on time.
Current membership is 415 but every summer I need to give some double 

reminders. Members must pay by mid-July to receive the August Newsletter.
continued on page 82



In order of 1st choices the same 5 ideas occurred but in this order:- European 
Study Centre, Conference Centre, Cruise Liner Terminal and Leisuredrome (equal 
points) and Concert Hall/Theatre.

These 5 were way ahead of all other ideas on the list, the next, more than 20 points 
lower, being a Department of European Affairs, followed by a Transport Museum, 
an aerial connection between Casde, town and Western Heights, National Sports 
facilities, a Monument on the cliffs and a Millennium Forest.

New ideas added to the original list included a University and Language School, 
a Museum of the History of Marine Transport, a European Twinned-Towns 
Association and a project to utilise Wave and Tidal energy.

A copy of this report will be sent to all who attended the meeting and /or completed 
the questionnaire. Meanwhile plans are in progress to set up a Sreering Committee 
to consider the next step in preparing an application for funding from the 
Millennium Fund 5 }

Since the distribution ofthis Report the following developments have been made known

1. The Millennium Commission, under the chairmanship of Peter Brook, has 
announced that the money to be spent on the Millennium Project is £1.6 billion 
and that half of this will be allocated to be divided among twelve major national 
projects, thus giving approximately £66,600,000 to each project, less than 
originally visualised.

2. Guidelines are to be issued in November 1994 and applications will need to be
ready for submission by the middle of 1995 (date to be announced).

3. The first meeting of the Dover Steering Committee is to be held in late July or
early August. It has been difficult to set up this initial meeting because of the 
problem of finding a date to suit all the members of the committee

M em bersh ip  N otes continued from page 66

Our new policy is to welcome new members by publishing their names.
We are happy to welcome Mrs Carol Baker, Mrs Barbara Aylen, 

Mrs F.L.Todd, Mr Paul Wrigley, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr & Mrs W.E. Greenwood, 
Dr George Wright, Mr W. R. Norris, Mr P. J. Hargrave, Mr A. H. Ashman, 
Mr Julian Chambers, Mrs Snezana & Mr Sava Lawrence, Ms Jill Wilson, 
Mr & Mrs Bernard Coates, Mr M. Groombridge, Mr A. Groombridge, 
Mr R. Wilson, Mrs E. Bostock, Mrs J. Whibley, Mr D. Eagles, Mrs Joyce Stilgoe, 
and Mrs Helen Williams.
New members are asked to state i f  they do not wish their names to be published.


