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| was pleased to receive a courtes COP ofthis hook from David Ryeland, a benefactor of
he Dover S%ue%and stalwart colléa ¥e In the 1970s “Save ?ur,Seafr nt campalgn
which sougnt (in vain) to save Dover from the noise and pollution of the relocatd
over ortJ. | was also alitde embarrassed, for business histories tend, as might reasonably
be expected, to pe embarrassmﬂ gaeans of self-praise. _

When Inthe flrst_paraq[;aph the author says that there is no evidence to supﬁort the date
of ‘Hammand’s origin, out none to refute it, mﬁ/ professional historianly hackles were
consequendy raised, only subsequendyto be more than disarmed. Nigel WatSon has skilfully
Interwoven _o%al and naHonaI economic. and mjltary/naval hlStO% and has constructed a
narrative whichsasmuch an economic history otDoVer asofHammond’s, and an excellent
revision course on the local, national and international factorswhich have shaped Dover over
more than two_centuries. It IS fascmaf[m%_to be reminded, n chronological order, ofthe
naven rivalry ofDover and Deal and oftheir competitive activities In peacetime smug?hng
and wartime privateering; ofthe chances and challenges ofgeographical and tidal conditions
and the success or fajluré ofattempts to overcome them: ofthe transjtions fromwar to peace
ang their perverse eftects on prosperity; and ofthe c an%es from sail to Steam, from sailing
to flying, from sailing to hov_ercraftmgﬂetfml_mg and from sailing to Channel Tunnelling;
al otthem deuswemchan%mf%Doversdetalle [6165, _ .

|tis even more Instructive, for me at any rate, to be informed on the details ofshlpplng
agency both in peace and inwar: the organisation, financing, insurance, warehousing an
delivery of shi J)m? suw)llefs ang clargoes %nclud_ln g sengers, coal annP thg sedfront
railway or by agrial fopeway from Tilmanstone, fruttand fish, pitprops, petrol” and pens ...);
Bhfe tgale\/(?(g};e_nof shipwreckS and seamen; the arcana of consulship; and the mysteries

stevedoring.

Most of aﬁ It Is instructive, not to say inspiring, to have revealed the inside story of
how the Hammonds of Deal and the Latfiams ofDover originated and coalesced, rose:and
fell, were rescued and revived and ultimately survived by dvelopment from a paternalistic
famll%flrm mto_agucces?full diversified pic. AIthou%h there |%not much Information ?r
comment upon industrial relations, failures and shortcomings ofmanagement are asvisible
as modest self-apprasal and the colourful characters, notably ofJim Ryeland (mcludln? his
civicrolesascouncillorand JP) andhissons, arevividly portrayed. Readingbetweenthe fings

I a special delight.

,TI% bookIs r?andsomelydesi ned, Printed and bound and beautifullyillustrated, with old
prints, pictures and docurnents as well as coI,ourpho_tographs. Itis exPenvae at£27.50 and
cannot become a best-seller because the print-run is designedly small. Library copies are,
however, available and Hammonds might well be approached in case of difficulty.



