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The W.C.C. Project is
OFFICIALLY EXCELLENT !

IT ’S OFFICIAL, the White Cliffs Countryside project is excellent. The Project has 
reached the final three of the 1993 ‘England for Excellence5 Awards, in the Tourism 

and Environment category. The ‘England for Excellence5 competition was started in 
1989 by the English Tourist Board, to reward and recognise the highest standards of 
excellence in the English tourism industry. There were twenty-four entries in the 
Tourism and Environment category, with the White Cliffs Countryside Project selected 
to compete with Boardmans of Bury, Lancashire and “Ecohull55, a joint entry from the 
British Waterways Board, and the Watford and Alvechurch boat centres, Birmingham.

The White Cliffs Countryside project has recently obtained grant aid from the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Transfrontier scheme which is in
tended to promote joint schemes that aid economic and environmental improvements 
across the Community borders.

The initial grant aid is £143,970, of which £84,654 (59% of the total) is Dover 
District Council's share. The grant aid will be spent on a range of environmental 
improvements mainly to the Western Heights, including floodlighting the Drop 
Redoubt, repairs to buildings and interpretation at St. Martin's Battery and the Grand 
Shaft Barracks site. In addition it is hoped to fence the chalk grassland of Whinless 
Down, Elms Vale, after local consultation, to allow grazing to conserve the rare wildlife 
and maintain an open space for people.

The White Cliffs Countryside Project was able to bid for Transfrontier grant aid 
thanks to our innovative twinning with a French countryside project (Caps 1993, now 
re-named Eden 62) caring for the coast around Calais and Boulogne. Since our official 
twinning in 1990, the two projects have organised a joint programme of matching 
environmental and tourism projects, as well as volunteers and staff exchanges. 
Volunteers from both sides of the Channel have contributed more than 412 days of



conservation and footpath work, the equivalent of nearly two full-time staff. Thanks 
to everyone who helped.

An international walk along both coasts has been promoted in a joint Eurosite 
leaflet, sponsored by the Countryside Commission, of which the ten thousand printed 
copies have been distributed in Britain and France. In 1993 a programme of thirteen 
international guided walks and bike rides has been run. Both projects are producing a 
range of bi-lingual leaflets and information panels..

Both projects are working together to improve the local environment, through the 
management of important coastal sites to conserve wildlife and improve access for 
people. The White Cliffs Countryside Project is using a rare breed of cattle, the Dexter, 
to graze the chalk grassland of the Western Heights, and the French project is involved 
in the grazing of chalk grassland at Cap Blanc Nez, and is using local rare breeds to graze 
at Pointe de la Creche (near Boulogne) and Highland cattle at Platier d’Oye (near 
Calais).

This September both projects participated in the national Coastwatch survey of 
beach pollution, with young people from both sides of the Channel taking part, 
followed by the Great Beach Clean at Lydden Spout and Abbot’s Cliff. More than 100 
volunteers, including members of the Dover Society, helped to clear more than 200 bags 
of rubbish from the beach.

A programme of winter guided walks has been organised by the White Cliffs 
Countryside Project, with fifty-eight walks in the countryside around Dover and 
Folkestone between October and the end of March and within the programme there 
are at least thirty-eight new walks. Most of the walks are free and everyone is welcome. 
A free leaflet containing det ails of all the walks is available from the White Cliffs 
Countryside Project at 6 Cambridge Terrace, Dover, Kent. (0304 )241806.

CORDEX BINDERS for the NEWSLETTER
The time is fast approaching when existing Newsletter Binders will be ‘bursting at the 
seams’ and will not take a further copy. The Society can supply further binders from 
its stock of about 20 at the price of £3.50 each -  first come, first served.

New, and relatively new members, would find it well worthwhile to have their 
copies of the Newsletter in a dark tan binder which, holding twelve or thirteen, not 
only preserves them securely but also looks good on a bookshelf.

Orders for Binders, on your notepaper, with cash or cheque, please, to 
Budge Adams, 24 Castle Avenue, Dover or phone him on Dover 208008. He will 
deliver within the Dover area but beyond that please include an extra 5 Op for packing 
and postage.

Alternatively out-of-town members could collect from Adams, the Printers, Dour 
Street, provided that the intention to do so is stated on the order. In this 
case the binders will be available at Dour Street four days from the receipt of an order.


