
Revitalised Pond Welcomes the Coming of Spring
21

GOOD Weather for ducks and for Lydden Pond has been the experience of recent 
months and it is good to report a number of frog sightings in the last few weeks.

Stalwart volunteers Peter Hargrave, Ernie Dixon and Glyn Hales have again been 
busy on Sunday mornings putting in hours of pond care, mainly attending to the gulleys 
and inlets which have recently taken a pounding. Some further bluebells and grape 
hyacinths have been introduced to the banks and should add a touch of colour in due 
course.

Water levels have varied during the period, exceeding the height of the clay lining 
at times but in the main maintaining a fairly constant optimum level below the clay rim.

The accompanying recent photograph of the pond is perhaps worth comparing 
with those of say twelve months ago and indeed with the early 1900s photographs 
published in Newsletter No. 12. The same photograph in colour, framed and hanging 
close to the bar in The Bell Inn5, has been presented to Lyn and Pete who have been 
very supportive of the Society's project since the very first day they took over the ‘Bell’. 
Their hospitality and splendid log fire provide us with the perfect retreat after a busy 
work-session.

Now over six months of continuous water in the pond and with spring upon us, the 
ducks and other wildlife seem very happy with the situation.

IN MEMORIAM: We are sad to have to record the deaths o f  three o f  our members:
Mr. H. Wells of 38 The Gateway 
Miss J. Skinbner of Lewisham Road and 
Mrs B. Bartlett of 200 The Gatreway 

and we send our condolencies to their families and friends


