
*  Another Remarkable 
Discovery
It is befitting that, on our revised publication date, we are allowed to reveal a hitherto 
closely-guarded secret. Another amazing discovery has been made during the construc­
tion of the A20, at the junction of Woolcomber and Townwall Streets, of what a 
number of knowledgeable people consider to be a Stone Age boat.

Unlike the now world-famous Dover Bronze Age Boat which is obviously the result 
of a long tradition of boat-building, this interesting object was almost certainly the first, 
and last, of its kind. It somewhat resembles a dug-out canoe and is carved from a strange 
blueish stone. The use of this stone gives rise to the suspicion that it was a left-over 
sarsen from that extraordinary construction at Stonehenge and that its guardians saw 
an opportunity of making a quick profit. How it was conveyed to Dover remains, at 
present, a mystery.

The archaeologist on site, who prefers to remain anonymous, said, echoing Oscar 
Wilde, “To find one boat, Ms Kennedy, may be regarded as remarkable; to find two 
looks suspicious”.

Some sceptics have questioned it purported function. Perhaps it was not a boat but 
a bath? Apart from the well-known fact that our woad and grease-incrusted forbears 
would have considered bathing most effete pastime, whoever heard of a bath without 
a plug-hole?

Another curious idea is that it might have been a horse-trough, but we know that 
those men and women of so long ago would not have thought of doing anything with 
a horse except eating it.

Maybe it was a sarcophagus? This hypothesis, too, is untenable -  unless there were 
giants around in those days -  and such 
elaborate burials are unknown at that date 
anyway.

Two facts seem to prove its intended use 
as a boat. Inside was found half of a paddle 
chipped from an unusually large piece of 
flint. One can imagine one of those Stone Age 
men, furious at the disappearance of the 
result of his long labours, snapping the 
paddle in two and flinging it into the waves 
where one half, fortunately for us, landed in 
his misbegotten vessel. The other fact is the 
crude image of a fish, with a spear through 
it, daubed in iron oxide on the stone, repre­
senting the hoped-for harvest from the sea. / / A - -
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A representative of Dover 
Museum said “It was certainly 
intended to be a boat and obvi­
ous that, when launched, it im­
mediately sank — like a stone.

A further interesting detail 
is that, roughly engraved near 
one end, are five marks (see 
sketch) which gives rise to the 
theory that, like us, our ances­
tors also celebrated this day
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CRABBLE CORN MILL
In 1988 when the responsibility for the mill was taken on by the Crabble Corn Mill 
Trust the Friends Group was born and has continued to play an important and active 
part in the mill’s preservation. The Friends are a locally organised group of people who 
are interested in the mill’s past and future : they have done much work on the building 
and the millpond as well as raising substantial sums towards the cost of restoring, 
maintaining and running the mill.

The restoration project was carried out by a professional team who worked to 
standards laid down by English Heritage. The quality of the work was recognised by 
awards from The Times/RIBA, Kent Archaeological Society and the Dover Society. In 
1992 an award was given under a Civic Trust Commended Scheme which aims to 
highlight good environmental design.

The Crabble Corn Mill Trust is a small independent non-profit making body that 
receives no regular financial subsidy from any organisation. The cost of restoring the 
mill to a very high standard, the statutory requirements and the maintenance of the 
millpond have left the Trust with no financial reserves.

Since re-opening in 1990,26,000 people have passed through its portals, including 
6,000 children from 100 Kent Schools who have used the mill as a source for study. 
Though thousands more have used the cafe and have enjoyed the pleasure of the sights 
of the pond, the cost of future maintenance must come from admissions to the mill, 
from retail sales and from donations and sponsorships.

The 1993 Appeal is aimed at ensuring that this uniquely preserved watermill 
continues to be preserved and is always readily available for everyone’s enjoyment 
nd education.

If you want to help or perhaps just find out more about this Trust you could write 
to the Membership Secretary, c/o Crabble Corn Mill, Lower Road, River, Dover.


