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LOCAL ISSUES UPDATE

-------------------------------------------------------------Leo Wright

RIVER WATER - 
SEA WATER - 

WASTE WATER
CROSS’WORDS 
“Millions of gallons of water to be pumped into the Dour." 

(Press headline on the D o E Drought Order) 

"It was an idea of that body. (The N R A) It would have been a waste 
of time, and water."

(Mr G. A. Cross of Folkestone & District Water Services)

Our Rivers and Lakes
By the time you received Newsletter No. 14 the article under the above title was already 
drastically out of date. Even as the Newsletterwzs being distributed, the river in Temple 
Ewell and the lakes at Kearsney Manor and Bush Ruff quite suddenly ran dry -  
completely dry. The Parish Council and I turned to Folkestone & District Water 
services for information. (They have changed their name from 'Company' to 'Services'
-  more user-friendly.) We learned that the headlined "Millions of gallons of water to 
be pumped into the Temple Ewell stream" had never been pumped. Mr G. A. Cross, 
the harried spokesman, explained that it had only been an idea of "that body" (the 
NRA) and that FDWS had been unable to convince the NRA that it would be a waste 
of time -  and water. No pumping had taken place from Stonehall, so there has been no 
obligation for the water company to put in " compensatory water" in accordance with 
the agreement with the Parish Council.

The NRA when consulted confirmed that the plan proved to be prohibitively 
expensive and there was also the risk that it eould have accelerated the depletion of 
groundwater reserves.

The NRA states that the water table fell during the summer to a record low level 
and that we are left with a deficit of aquifer storage which will require a winter of nearly 
double average rainfall to make good.

So, the only long-term hopes for us to have all the water we would like must centre 
on wet winters, the reduction of loss through leakage, metering and the construction 
of the Broad Oak Reservoir.


