
became necessary to have a surname. The name Barville, which still survives in a farm 
at Tilmanstone, may well be a possible source for the name. Whether it has a connection 
with Auberville remains to be seen. The Aubervilles also owned land in other counties. 
It will be interesting to see if the name also has early origins in those areas.
A more remote possible origin for the name may be the French place name Berville, of 
which there are several in the Le Havre area and elsewhere.
Whilst my expectation of finding smugglers and highwaymen has yet to be fulfilled, 
there has been the surprising pleasure of finding several 17th and 18th century clerics 
who were Oxbridge graduates, one being a Six Preacher of Canterbury Cathedral in 
the Commonwealth period. Perhaps, at some time in the future, I will have the 
opportunity to record a fuller description of the outcome of these researches.

LOCAL STUDIES ROOM — DOVER LIBRARY
Have you investigated the range of material held in Dover Library’s Local Studies 
Collection? If not why not call in during the times listed below, either to browse or to 
do some research.
There are books and pamphlets covering all aspects of Dover’s history, together with 
present-day information. There are also books relating to local villages and the rest of 
Kent. The illustrations collection now contains well over 4000 photographs, prints and 
postcards.
As well as large scale early and current ordnance survey maps, there is a good number 
of old Borough Council plans, e.g. Cannon Street Improvement Plans 1893. Ephemera 
includes items such as a collection of playbills from the Theatre Royal.
On microfilm or microfiche there are parish registers, census returns, old newspapers, 
freeman’s rolls and Council records. It is advisable to make a booking to use the micro 
fiche/film reader as it is heavily used.
This is just a brief outline of the material held; to make the collection more accessible
the opening hours have been increased and the Local Studies Librarian, Patricia
Godfrey, looks forward to meeting you.

LOCAL STUDIES ROOM — REVISED OPENING HOURS 
MONDAY 9.30 am — 12 noon 

WEDNESDAY 9.30 am — 1.00 pm 

FRIDAY 9.30 am — 1.00 pm 
SATURDAY 2.00 pm — 5.00 pm

Dover Public Library, Maison Dieu House, Biggin Street, Dover. CT16 1DW 
Tel: (0304) 204241


