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Price £2.95

This pocket-sized little book is the fourth in a series of six 
walking guides covering Canterbury and East Kent. There are twelve 
circular routes of between six to eight miles in length each departing 
from a different place. Since Dover, Deal and several villages 
within the District Council such as Ringwould, St Margaret's,
Coldred and Martin are included in the itineraries, the walks 
will be of particular interest to Society members.

An enormous amount of historical research has gone into the book's
preparation to ensure that the walker derives maximum interest
and value from the selected area. Each heritage trail has a clear
map with concise route directions printed alongside whilst overleaf
an extraordinary collection of historical facts, legends and architectural
details are described. Each chapter is embellished with delightful
sketches, mainly of old houses and churches, to give the flavour
of the area. Practical points such as O.S. grid references, transport
details for both bus and train, map scales and expected duration
of walks are included so that even the novice need have no fear
of getting lost.

Many Society members will be familiar with the actual routes since 
all are along well-defined, well used paths and lanes but it would 
be extremely surprising if anyone were to complete a walk without 
learning at least a few fascinating details of Kent's remarkable 
past. None of the routes involves negotiating difficult or overgrown 
terrain so the walks are suitable for all ages.

The series as a whole cannot be recommended too highly. When 
the charms of Castle, seafront and Kearsney Abbey are exhausted 
this little book will delight all active residents and visitors 
to the area.

There are however two minor criticisms. Presumably because the 
authors were trying to include as much detail as possible, the 
actual route directions are in very small print which might present 
some difficulties. Secondly, I did have the uneasy feeling that 
the authors had deliberately ignored almost everything dating 
from this century. East Kent is not a cosy chocolate box county, 
nor are its towns the quaint rural backwaters that a total reliance 
on this book would lead one believe. Even heritage trails should 
give a nod to the twentieth century occasionally.
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