
A concert hall and theatre were needed, and the present intermittent arts 
events could perhaps be brought together in a ’Dover Week* which might later 

grow into a larger Dover Festival*

Dover in a Changing Britain by David Shaw IIP

The recent formation of the Dover Society had delighted Mr Shaw as so much 

was changing in the economy and environment of the town* He briefly reviewed 

the town’s history over 2000 years with its fundamental dependence on the sea* 

In spite of the Channel Tunnel trade in both passenger and freight traffic 

should continue successfully with the expansion of trade with other EC countri 

as well as to Eastern Europe.

For the future there would be both expansions and reductions in employment 
opportunities* The country's population was ageing, with a 30% growth in 

the 65 plus age group. Dover had more r e t ir e d  people tL i the national 
average and this proportion would increase. Most of these would be the active 

retired, socially involved, and more prosperous than in the past because of 
second pensions. Thus demand for hotels, restaurants and shops, and leisure 

developments like theatre and the arts should increase, providing jobs and 
perhaps new buildings more attractive than the poor quality post-war structures 
Mr S h a w’s preference was for Georgian style, but good modern design was 

acceptable for work buildings. He also stressed the need for the town to 

remain open and accessible to the sea.
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FIRST MEMBERS'MEETING
On Monday November 20th our first meeting for members to raise and discuss 
matters of current concern was well attended by some 60 of us in our habitual 
venue, St Mary's Parish Centre.

The Chairman presented a brief sequence of slides to illustrate potential 
housing sites, successful initiatives like the river clean-up and Wiggins Teape's 
landscaped new entrance, and controversial developments like B ft Q and the 
threatened trees on the Halford site opposite the Red Lion.

The Western Heights was obviously included and Vice-President Peter Johnson 
then outlined the options for the future of the area and explained the Society's 
decision not to oppose the limited high class development by Dover District 
Council. Mr Johnson said that the first option was to do nothing and leave the 
area in its current overgrown, unsightly and hazardous state, with continued 
tipping and vandalism. The second was to clean it up and restore the Napoleonic 
fortifications, moats and other features and open it as a tourist attraction; 
but the cost, including maintenance, would be millions of pounds. The third was 
the option of partial development <1054 out of 200 acres) for high quality, low 
density housing, with public acces both safeguarded and protected for the Drop 
Redoubt, St Martin's Battery and the Grand Shaft. There would be no skyline 
development, views and open spaces would be retained and car parking screened 
with trees. Appropriate building materials would be specified and there would 
be an archaeological survey. The Society accepted, and would defend, the
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District Council's stringent conditions. It would also protest to the Home 
Office about new development at the Citadel which has further vandalised Dover's 
Western skyline.

Mrs Lorraine Sencicle said that the petition organised by Mr Jack Phillips did 
not propose to leave the site as it was but envisaged an English Heritage style 
clean-up and access. Mrs Violet Jones said that the Council should do the 
clean-up and Miss Phyllis Dobbins said that 20 years of "dereliction" had 
provided a nature reserve which should be preserved. The Council's proposals 
would lead to the loss of 80 mature trees. Governmental pressure to sell off 
land should be resisted and new housing restricted to infilling existing sites 
in the town. The Society's Treasurer, Ken Berry, bemoaned the site as a dump 
and a disgrace to Dover. Society member Councillor Barry Williams said that 
balance was needed betwee council expenditure on improvement and the need to 
raise money as government required.

After the agreeable break for refreshment and raffle, the Chairman said that 
some members had requested a straw vote. It would have no validity and must 
not consume any more time in points of order. Six members voted against the 
proposed development at the Western Heights. The remaining fifty-odd endorsed 
the Society's stance.

The new Chairman of the Planning Subcommittee, Adrian Galley, outlined our 
policy on the Riverside Walk, which was pioneered by our predecessor society the 
New Dover Group, accepted in principle by the old Borough Council and was now 
being implemented by Dover District Council. His acceptance of the need for 
security for the residents of Goodfellow Walk, when the walk was extended by 
Adams Printers, was re-emphasised by Councillor Williams. On the conflict 
between Industrial and commercial developments at Honeywood Road, Mr Galley 
said it was the Dept of the Environment, not Dover District Council, which was 
responsible for the consent to Texas. The Chairman added that the District 
Council's dilemmas between the desperate need for development (eg at Honeywood 
Road) on the one hand and its limited controls of location and the need to 
maintain and revitalise the town centre on the other was almost impossibly 
difficult.

Secretary Leo Wright spoke on Society projects. The cleaning of the Dour had 
been first suggested by a member, Mrs Deborah Turner, and more members’ 
suggestions were needed. He himself instanced the need for clean-up of the 
East Cliff, West Cliff and Shakespeare Cliff steps. The St James steps also 
needed brickwork and a handrail. The Society would attempt to persuade Dover 
District Council to follow the example of Canterbury City Council and adopt the 
river. The initiatives of Father Tanner to preserve St Edmund's Chapel and of 
the Crabble Mill rescuers were quoted as illustrations of what could be 
achieved.

The Chairman wound up this successful members' meeting by promising to account 
for what had been undertaken at similar subsequent meetings and at the Annual 
General Meeting <on Monday April 9th 1990 at 7.30 p.m in St Mary's Parish 
Centre, (please note!).

13


