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Rivers can be an asset to any town when they are properly maintained and 
the surroundings landscaped. Although it may seem that the Dour, from the 
official point of view, is little more than a way of removing surface
water, this is disproved by the attractive use of the riverv at Bushy Ruff,
Kearsney Abbey and Russell Gardens. The latter make the contrast with the
main length of the rubbish-strewn river all the more stark.

One member, Deborah Turner, was so moved by the state of the river that she 
asked The Dover Society to do something to remedy the neglect and organise 
a clean-up. As a result a group was formed to organise the task.

The group decided that there must be two aims: a short-term clean-up and a 
consideration of the future of the river.

The clean-up took place on 1 October, basing its success on an appeal to 
that noble breed, the beer-drinkers of Dover. Aboput 115 people from local 
pubs turned out. Whitbread and Shepherd Neame generously supplied 50 dozen 
cans of beer for the workers and also funds. The clean-up was carried out 
from Temple Ewell down to New Bridge and the haul of rubbish was 
prodigious.

As a result of achieving our first aim we moved to the second and came to 
these conclusions: -

1. Ordinary people do care about the appearance of their town and will 
help with properly thought-out schemes for improvement.
2. Businesses will support such schemes and are happy to be associated 
with them.
3. We do not possess the resources to make a permanent impact. We should 
use our influence to try to persuade the District Council to undertake the 
care and maintenance of the river and its environs. The council has 
accepted the idea of a riverside walk. We should encourage it to develop 
the river and its banks as an area of beauty and enjoyment for the public 
as part of its tourist promotion.

The Society is asking the Technical College and Dover College to carry out
surveys of the river and to suggest ideas.

Other ideas include a prize for a riverside garden and an annual Society 
River Walk (including visits to pubs en route! )

4. Black Spots: (a) The Breakers Yard at Cherry Tree on land owned by KCC.
(b) The Royal Victoria Hospital. The rear (by the river), 

is even worse than the front.
5. Deborah Turner deserves special mention for her efforts which will, it 
is hoped, encourage other members to initiate schemes.

Since the clean-up I have looked at the river with more interest than 
before. Sadly the rubbish is returning. Part of the problem is the low 
level of water but a wet winter will improve the flow.

Please help to put pressure on the Council by writing to your local
councillor to ask that the Dour should be turned into an asset to Dover. I 
hope that this article offers some suggestions as to how improvements might 
be made. —

Jeremij Cope- Committee CWe-mber*
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The following pubs are to be congratulated on their teams which did such a 
splendid Job on 1 October: -

The Dublin Man o’ War The Fox
The Royal Oak The Cricketers
The Old Endeavour The Red Lion
The Louis Armstrong The Falstaff
The Park Inn The Lord Nelson

and three which are not by the river:-

The Alma The Boar* s Head The Archer

David Elms and John Morgan of the River Dour Society joined the clean-up.

Mike McFarnell of Dover District Council organised removal of the rubbish.

It is noteworthy that Alan Causey, Paul Gravenel and a group of nearby 
residents have, over several years, transformed the area between Buckland 
Paper Mill and the Old Endeavour. It is well worth a trip through the pub 
to view the scene.

Adams Printers have, in agreement with Dover District Council, dedicated a 
strip of land to the Riverside Walk alongside Goodfellow Way by their new 
premises in Dour Street. tdvtffT

The White Horse Inn, St. James Street, built in 1357, is the oldest 
Pub in Dover and probably also the oldest residence in the Town. It is 
reputed to have the most varied mix of customers in the Country and is the 
home of the Dover Rowing Club, founded in 1846.

The tragic news is that on the retirement of the present Innkeepers, 
Charles and Sue Willett, Whitbread Inns will move in. This means that the 
interior may well be completely ripned out and replaced by standard panelling, 
lighting and music. It will also mean the end of the unique customer mix.

The Innkeeper, his family and friends are doing their best to make sure 
this does not happen by compiling a list of names and professions, trades 
and other occupations. This will be sent to Sam Whitbread at Chiswell Street, 
hoping that commonsense will prevail and vandalism will not occur.
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