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This chamber concert in idyllic weather in a mini-Glyridebourne setting was 
sponsored by Eurotunnel. Of the audience od 250, 50 were Eurotunnel guests and 
the Chairman and I (who vie with each other in trying to play Mozart piano 
sonatas at something remotely approaching the written speed) had accepted the 
two tickets allotted to the Society.

It was a truly memorable afternoon. PRIMAVERA are young players of whom, I am 
sure, more and more will be heard. Their performance combines understanding, 
sensitivity and enthusiasm with technique, so that some of the happiest 
passages of Mozart could bring tears to the eyes.

Five-star refreshments were offered after the concert, when it was possible to 
meet the players and our hosts, Alastair Morton and Tony Guterbock (to talk of 
KRAG and cabbages and Kings).

Could The Dover Society organise a concert by PRIMAVERA in the Stone Hall of 
the Maison Dieu as part of next year's programme? We found out from the 
artists what this entails and, bearing in mind that sponsorship might be 
available, are exploring this delightful possibility.

*  * * *  *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



CRABBLE CORN MILL
The Mill dates from a ro und  1812 when this c o un t ry  was livi ng in 
fear of N a p o l e o n i c  in vas io n. T h o u s a n d s  of troo ps were g a r r i s o n e d  
in the area, and a nu m be r of mi lls were built al ong the River 
Dour to help to feed them. After Waterl oo , the troops were 
lar g el y w i t h d r a w n  and with them the dem an d for flour upon which 
the local m i l le rs  had thrived. Al t h o u g h  Cr abb le  s u r v iv e d for many 
years in the hands of the e n t e r p r i s i n g  M a n n e r i n g  family p r o v i d i n g  
flour for L o n d o n’s e x p a n d i n g  p op u la ti on , even they could not 
co m p e t e  with more m o d e r n  m e t h o d s  and the Hill clo se d in 1893-

The b u i l d i n g  stood empty for many year s until the early 1970s 
when it was a c q u i r e d  by the Cleary Fo un d a t i o n .  E s s en ti al  re pairs 
were c a rr ie d out and the Mill was op ene d as a m u s e u m  by the Council 
who had a l e a s e h o l d  interest. This v e n t u r e  was only p ar ti a l l y  
s u c c e s s f u l  and, f o l l o w i n g  the d i s c o v e r y  of s er io us  s tr u c t u r a l  
p r o b l e m s  d u r i n g  the mid 1980s, it look ed as th o ug h the b u i l d i n g  
was doo med  .

Enter the Cra bbl e Corn Mill Trust set up to r es to re  the b u i l d i n g  
and open it to the publ ic as a w o r k i n g  m u s e u m  m a k i n g  flour once 
again; with  a shop, r e s t a u r a n t  and e d u c a t i o n a l  fa cil it ie s . The 
o b j e c t i v e  bein g to re nde r the Mill s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  for the future.
As this is a Grade 2* Listed Bu ilding, v a l u a b l e  grant aid was 
o b t a i n e d  from E n gl is h He r i t a g e  wit h fu r th er  ini tial a s s i s t a n c e  from 
Dover Di s t r i c t  Co uncil and the Cleary F o u n d a t i o n  when the free hol d 
was t r a n s a c t e d  in 1988 Soon a f t e r w a r d s  c o n t r a c t s  were pla c ed  with 
B a rw i c k s  for the major r e s t o r a t i o n  work w h ic h should be fi nis he d  
this a ut u m n  .

The Fr i en ds  of Crab ble  Corn Mill was set up a l o n g s i d e  the Trust 
to ra ise vital funds to fi na nc e the r e m a i n d e r  of the work. Local 
v o l u n t ee rs ,  i n c l u d i n g  many y o u n g st er s,  have spent ho urs c l e ar in g 
out the n e a r b y  river as well as u n d e r t a k i n g  much  hard work  inside. 
S u c c e s s f u l  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  to date in clu de  a w e l l - p u b l i c i s e d  
1b u y - a - p l a n k 1 appeal, dances, and stalls  at the C rab ble  Boot Fair 
and River Fete.

The e x t e r i o r  s c a f f o l d i n g  was at last re m ov ed  in June ( it had been 
s u g g e s t e d  that this too migh t be li stedl) and sig hts  are now set 
on o p e n i n g  at Easte r 1990. However, much  work need s still to be 
done, some of w hi ch  still r eq u i r e s  funding. Anyo ne with an offer 
of help of any kind al wa ys  r e c e i v e s  a ch ee r f u l  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  
r e c e p t i o n  from Neil Anthony, the D e v e l o p m e n t  Mana ger . Why not 
give him a call on 82 3 10 2 ?

A re war d for the ef for t put in by so many peo p le  came on June 27th 
this year wh en  the T i m e s / R B A  C o m m u n i t y  E n t e r p r i s e  Award was 
p r e s e n t e d  to the Mill by the Prince of Wa les at a sp eci al  ce re mo ny  
in London. A kee n in t e r e s t  was shown in the sch em e wh ich  is now 
well and truly on the map as part of the t o ur is t in i t i a t i v e  being 
e s t a b l i s h e d  in this area.
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