
THE WELLINGTON BANQUET
This grand Banquet was celebrated, at Dover, by the Cinque Ports, 

on the 30th August, 1839, in honor of their illustrious Lord Warden, the Duke 
of Wellington. For this purpose, a magnificent Pavilion, which cost £1200, 
and which covered a space of 20,420 square feet, was erected in the Priory 
Meadow. It required 400 load, or 20,000 cubic feet of timber to erect this 
grand edifice; and 100 men were employed sixty days in completing it. 
Accommodations were provided to seat 2250 persons.

The hall or nave in the centre of the structure was nearly square, 
and the side benches rose gradually one above another, so as to afford a 
distinct view of the whole scene. In front of the entrance was the duke*s 
gallery, and opposite to it, over the entrance, was a gallery to accommodate 
500 ladies. Over this was the orchestra for 80 musicians. The walls were 
covered with pink and white striped drapery; and every part of the edifice 
was decorated with numerous coats of arms, including those of the Lord Wardens 
from the time of Edward the Confessor to the present day. These were inter
spersed with stars of bayonets, piles of muskets, trophies, cuirasses, helmets, 
ancient warriors clad in armour, scrolls and devices with inscriptions, rich 
tapestry, and a profusion of standards, flags, and banners. The chandeliers 
were prepared expressly for the purpose; and the transparencies or window 
lights were grand and superb.

On the day before the banquet, company were pouring in from all parts 
of the country; and, as Lord Brougham observed in his speech, even from abroad.
The following morning was ushered in by ringing of bells and firing of cannon; 
and the streets were paraded by a large concourse during the day. The duke 
arrived from Walmer Castle, about half-past four, and was received by a guard 
of honour, composed of the 27th and 90th depots, and a salute from the artillery 
on the heights. He was dressed in the uniform of the ports, as iheir Lord Warden, 
and was vociferously cheered as he passed through the dense crowd. On entering 
the Pavilion, the band of the 11th hussars struck up in a most effective and 
spirit-stirring manner, "See the conquering hero comes." As he passed up the 
centre of the Pavilion, he was greeted with indescribable enthusiasm and 
applause. On reaching the gallery, he sat down on the right of the Chairman,
(Mr. Walker, Mayor of Romney and Speaker of the Ports;) where also sat -

The Marquis of Bute, Viscount Loftus, Lord Fitzroy Somerset,
Viscount Strangford, Lord Sondes, Lord Forrester, Lord Lyndhurst, Hon. and 
Rev. W. Neville, Right Hon. C. Arbuthnot, Sir F. Pollock, Hon. Col. W. Stratford, 
Hon. R. Spencer, Sir F. Burdett, Sir A. Murrary, Sir W. Curtis, Sir W. Young, 
Admiral Moore, Gen. Sir. 3. Lyon, Gen. Gosselin, Gen. Montressor, Gen. Ashe,
Rev. Drs. Knox & Molesworth.

On the left side of the chair sat the Rev. 3. Maule, Earl Cardigan,
Earl Brecknock, Viscount Canterbury, Viscount Marsham, Lord Maryborough, Lord 
Wharncliffe, Lord Brougham, the High Sheriff, Gen. the Hon. Sir E. Paget,
Right Hon. Sir E.Knatchbull, Mr. Justice Williams, Hon.and Rev. Sir F. Stapleton, 
Hon. and Rev. W. Eden, Sir A. Hazlerigge, Sir P.P.Ackland, Sir 3.R.Reid, Vice 
Admiral Sir T.Baker, Col': W.C.Smith, Col.Sir W. Warre, Lieut.General Sir F. 
Mulcaster, Mr.Lowther, Mr.F. Bonham.

After dinner non nobis Domine was sung in excellent style. The following 
gentlemen were the principal speakers - the Chairman, the Marquis of Bute,
Lord Wharncliffe, Rev.B. Bayley, Lord Brougham, the Duke of Wellington, Viscount 
Strangford, Mr. E.R.Rice, Sir T.Baker, Sir 3.R.Reid, Sir F. Burdett, Sir F.Pollock, 
Viscount Canterbury, Lord Maryborough, Lord Lyndhurst, Sir E.Paget, Sir E.Knatch
bull, the Earl of Brecknock, Mr. Plumptre and Lord Sondes.

At ten o fclock the Chairman, accompanied by the principal guests, 
withdrew, and the rest of the company soon after broke up. The cost of this 
banquet exceeded £3000.
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Pic ture from Dover L ibr ary  Col l ec ti on . Co ntact Re fer en c e 
L ibrarian, KEITH HOWELL, for i n fo rm at io n.

VISIT TO ROCHESTER June 10
About twenty five years ago, when I finished my schooling in 
Rochester, I left a rather sad and crumbling town. Many of the High 
Street shops were boarded-up and decaying. Buildings were being 
demolished and neglected.

On a sunny day on 25th June this year, I returned with members of the 
Society to a quite different town. I particularly wanted us to visit 
Rochester because of the parallels that I saw between the two towns. 
About ten years ago, a positive initiative to promote tourism was taken 
- Rochester faced many problems with local industries declining and the 
closure of the dockyard. With its castle, beautiful cathedral and 
historic and Dickensian connections, tourism was the obvious choice.
It has taken several years to transform a sad neglected town into a 
delightful place to visit. The High Street is full of individual, 
interesting and prosperous small businesses, buildings restored and 
cared for.

Hopefully we will achieve the same - it may take a few years but "Rome 
wasn't built in a day"!

Lin Clackett
P.S. Our thanks to the City of Rochester Society who provided two 

excellent guides.


