
MEETING OF THE DOVER SOCIETY 
30th May 1989

The well a t t e n d e d  m e e t i n g  ope ne d with a w e l c o m e  from our Chairman. 
A p o l o g i e s  were r e c e i v e d  from Mr. John Moir, Mr. B o w d i t c h  and Mr.
John Drover. The Ch a i r m a n  h i m s e l f  a p o l o g i s e d  for the postal 
s u r c h a r g e s  i n c u rr ed  by some m e m b e r s  on the bu mpe r N e w s l e t t e r  No. 4 
but said that even with the s u r c h a r g e s  it was well wo rth  itl

A r e m i n d e r  for P h i l o m e n a  K e n n e d y’s e x h i b i t i o n  at Deal Libr ary  
G a ll er y (30 May - 16 June) was gi v en  and the C h a i rm an  in t im at ed  
that he was ta ki n g on r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the next N e w s l e t t e r  in 
the ab s e n c e  of the Editor.

A m e ni ty  S o c i e t i e s  are best en ga g ed  in e n c o u r a g i n g  rather  than 
c r i t i c i s i n g  and of co urs e at this very m e e t i n g  THE DOVER S OC IET Y 
SHOP FR ONT  AW AR D is to be lau nched.

But first in the wo rds of the Chairman:

Noble E n d e a v o u r  No, 1 p r o v i d e d  by Mrs. D e b o ra h Turner who spoke 
on the u nt id y state of the River Dour and its banks and pr o po se d 
that the DOVER SO C I E T Y  shou ld take it un de r its wing. C om me r c i a l
i n t e r e s t s  in the area, she said, should be e n c o u r a g e d  to clean up
their pa tch es.  She hopes e v e n t u a l l y  to have a Dour Day an nu a l l y  
as a focus for c l e a r i n g  up. M e a n w h i l e  she is ca l l i n g  for v o l u n t e e r s  
who were inv it e d to give their names to the S e c r e t a r y  du ri ng  the 
i n t e r v a l .

Noble E n d e a v o u r  N o . 2 V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  Mr. Peter Joh ns on  o f f i c i a l l y  
l a u n ch ed  THE DOVER S OC I E T Y  SHOP FRO NT AWAR D 1989. ’What we have 
d e c id ed  to do is make an a w ard (s)  in the au tu mn  for s ho pf r on ts .
Please look not just in but at the s h o p f r o n t s’ (gu id el in e s and 
a N o m i n a t i o n  Form a p pea r in N e w s l e t t e r  N o . 4). A Press not ice  
will give full d e t a il s very sh ortly. ’Me a n w h i l e  e n c o u r a g e  o n e ’s 
fr i en ds  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in this i m p o r t a n t  e x e r c i s e’.

The C ha i r m a n  rose to w e l c o m e  the main s p ea ke r  of the ev en i n g  MR.
JOHN S U N D E R L A N D  p ro j ec t d e s i g n e r  of THE W H IT E C LI FFS  E X P E R I E N C E  
and J or vik  the V ik in g m u s e u m  in York, a d d i n g  he was most ple as ed 
that Dover D i s t r i c t  Coun cil  had taken the i n i t i a t i v e  in b r i ng in g 
to Dover a p r oj ec t s im il ar  to the very s u c c e s s f u l  Jorvic ex pe r ie nc e.  
He t h a n ke d MR. S U N D E R L A N D  for his i m m e d i a t e  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e sp on se  
to the S o c i e t y’s i n v i t a t i o n  to give the P r e s e n t a t i o n .

There fo ll o w e d  a most i n f o r m a t i v e  and f a s c i n a t i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 
THE W HI T E  CL IF FS  E X P E R I E N C E  (was this Noble E n d e a v o u r  N o . 3 of the 
e v e ni ng l)  With a b a c k g r o u n d  of film and t e l e v i s i o n  MR. S U N D E R L A N D  
runs a H e r i t a g e  P r oj ec ts  c o n s u l t a n c y .  He says that he is e s s e n t i a l l y  
a st o r y t e l l e r ,  who aims to p res ent  his story in a new and more vital 
way .
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His job is to make the archaeological t r u s t’s e f fo rt s work. His 
c o m m i s s i o n  is to tell the Dover story. We heard that the pr oj ect  
wo uld com bi ne  Town Mu s e u m  and H er i t a g e  Centre at the same site to 
their mu t ua l b e ne fi t  and that the l oc a t i o n  would make use of the 
Ma rk et Hall facade and e x i s t i n g  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  sites. A t h o r o u g h ­
fare l in k i n g  York Street and the Mar ke t Square wou ld al low free 
p a ss ag e and wou ld be so d es i g n e d  as to wet the a p p e t i t e  of the 
p a s s i n g  pub li c .
On p ay me nt  of the en tr a n c e  fee the v i s it or  will be c o n f r o n t e d  with 
u p - f r o n t  q u e s t i o n s  such as ’Why D o v e r ?’ ’W h a t ’s so i m p or ta nt  about 
D o v e r ?’ A fine art s p e c t a c u l a r  mural with m us i c a l  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  
will p r o v id e impact. Sound light and m o v e m e n t  will depict the 
a n c ie nt  w a r r i o r s  of the region. Grand g e s t u r e s  and th ea t r i c a l  events 
will c o mb in e with live a c ti on  images, ac ti n g  out the u n f o l d i n g  
h i s t o r i c a l  e xp er ie nc e,  c a l c u l a t e d  to en th ra l and e m o t i o n a l l y  in volve 
the viewer. Gra ph ic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and video p r o g r a m m e s  will feature 
t h r o u g h o u t  and will p r o vi d e in de pth e d u c a t i o n a l  data. Roman army 
d e p l o y m e n t  t e c h n i q u e s  will make use of very p o w e rf ul  images. The 
model of the Roman port of Dover th oug h e s s e n t i a l l y  s p e c u l a t i v e  will 
be based on the best adv ic e  and will i nc lud e a period wa re ho use , 
d o c k y a r d  s e q u e n c e s  and Roman c r os s in gs .
There will be a ’fr a g m e n t s  s e c t i o n’ de s i g n e d  to give some idea of 
how they lived in Dover in those early days - a shop, a shrine, a 
b a t h h o u s e  p er ha ps  and so on.
D o v e r’s m a r i t i m e  h i s t o r y  will be f urt her  d e p i c t e d  t h ro ug h the ages 
with ’h a n d s - o n’ e x p e r i e n c e  for the c h i l d r e n  to p a r t i c i p a t e  and let 
off s tea m by j um pi ng  about or pe r ha ps  by doi ng a bit of rowing.
There will be n au t i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  to be handled, speak back 
v o i c e p i p e s  and v e n t i l a t o r s .
The rail fe rr ie s and m ar in e  s t a t io n are not f o r g o t t e n  and then an 
’End of the Pier S h o w’ cha ng es  the tempo with a co m p l e t e  shift to 
fa ntasy. To m a i n t a i n  the magic of the e x p e r i e n c e  one now e n c o u n t e r s  
i m a g i n e r y  c h a r a c t e r s  such as Ca p tai n Crusty, Sid Seag ull  and Corporal 
Crab to m e n t i o n  but a few. The who le scene su dd e n l y  erupts into pure 
p a n t o m i m e  and is the h i g h l i g h t  wh i ch  is c a l c u l a t e d  to draw in the 
cro wd s from far and wide for this is e s s e n t i a l l y  a pr oj ec t with a 
E u r o p e a n  d im en s i o n .
Then there is the Blitz and the s h e l l i n g  period to be n a r r at ed  
la r ge ly  by those Do v o r i a n s  who r em a i n e d  behin d in the early forties, 
(John w e l c o m e s  help with this from all who were there).
The finale is to be a happ y one de a l i n g  with the m o n u m e n t a l  at te mp ts  
at c r o s s i n g  the ch an ne l to the a c c o m p a n i m e n t  of more s p e c t a c u l a r  
music and vi sua l effects.

The P r e s e n t a t i o n  was e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  re ce i v e d  by the audien ce.

In his vote of thanks Vice C h a i rm an  John G er rar d said that with John 
S u n d e r l a n d’s t r e m e n d o u s  e n t h u s i a s m  we are more than happy that the 
p r oj ec t is in his c a pa b le  hands.

John Owen
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