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It's the latter that concerns me most. At the beginning of this year I

exhibited a large number of my paintings and drawings in other towns in East

Kent. Several people asked why I'd omitted a showing in Dover and finally
had to agree that the omission was inevitable once one looked at spaces
available. '

To be fair, Michael Foad at the Adult Education Centre at Westmount offered

to display my work but available space would have severely restricted the

quantity.

Surely it's way beyond time for Dover to include in its plans to promote
itself a measure of accessibility to the arts, not just for visitors but for

its residents as well. I know of so many local artists, writers, musicians

and so on who have nowhere to meet, to exhibit, to absorb and to share.

Just imagine the joy of being able to see a contemporary plag, look at an

exhibition of sculpture and generally just stay in touch with what's new

without having to travel out of Dover.

I remember tackling Gladys Payne, the then Leader of the Conservative Group
on Dover District Council about this very subject nearly 10 years ago. Her

idea was to incorporate an impressive Conference Centre and an Arts Centre

in one magnificent building which would be sited (yes, you!ve guessed it!)

exactly where the Channel Tunnel works have devasted the land near

Shakespeare Cliff! So much for progress and priorities.

Yours faithfully,

Lesleg Gasmg
PLLBLIC SPIRIT

Five pupils of Astor Secondary School and our Membership Secretary, Barry

Smith, are making heroic efforts during the summer holiday to tidy and clear

various sites in Dover. More about this in the next issue but meanwhile

they would be glad to swell the size of the donation they are making to

THE NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOME. Offerings, however small, to Barry please at

51 Glenfield Road, Dover.
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The Society's second public meeting on June 27th in the London Road

Methodist Church Hall was attended by over 50 members including three of

our Vice~Presidents, Budge Adams, Jack Ind and Lillian Kay.

Mike McFarnell, Dover District Council's Project Officer, displayed a

number or enlarged prints and a sequence of slides illustrating various

aspects of Dover's problems and projected developments and detailed the

anti-litter campaign. He fenced quite skilfully in answer to critical

comments on details of the District's plans.

After the service of refreshments (during which nine new members were

recruited) John Gerrard, the Society's Vice-Chairman, who is the Harbour

Board's Director of Engineering, outlined the long history of Dover's

harbour. He went on to describe and illustrate various possible
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developments for the Western Docks including a yachting marina, high-claSS’

housing and the new cafe at the end of the Prince of Wales pier. Mr

Gerrard was obviously very responsive to suggestions’from the floor and

undertook to embody them in modifications to the cafe design, an admirable

example of the way that amenity societies can influence design at the

planning stage. Other local authorities please note!

Ken Wraight, chairman of the Society's Planning Subcommittee, outlined the

subcommittee's procedures and the representations already made on the

demolition of the Dover Stage, the B &'Q development on the Dover

Engineering site and the redevelopment of Cannon Street. He stressed the

need for continuous contact with the District's planning officers and the

need for constructive suggestions on our side. Mere criticism of others'

proposals is not enough.

(Contributed by Chairman Jack Wbolford)
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We will shortly be planning next year's programme. What would you like to

see included? Your suggestions for public meetings, tours, visits, films,

talks etc. will be of help to us. Please send your ideas as soon as

possible to Linda Clackett, 3 Maison Dieu Road, Dover CT16 lRZ.
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Having lived most of my life in Dover, I am so pleased that at last we have'

a Civic Society, enabling the ordinary townspeople to work together to make

our friendly but neglected town into a welcoming and beautiful place. My
interest has always been in people, and I should like to thank most

'

sincerely those of you who are willingly serving on our Committee, and

particularly Philomena Kennedy, for her vision and persistence in bringing
The Dover Society to life.

Here is my impression of about three hectic minutes in the life of Dover any
time 1920-30:-

Undoubtedly the Centre of the Universe was where Pencester Road and

Worthington Street met the main street. Here every ten minutes one tram

roared up from the market at breakneck Speed and pulled up none too gently
outside Timothy Whites, on the upper side of WQrthington Street; another

rocked its way from the Town Hall and grinded to its halt outside Murdoch's

the piano shop on the South corner of Pencester; the third pelted round

from the Red Cow in great haste to its stop at the main street end of

Worthington Street. All seemed to be in a hurry, the Maxton one especially,
as the conductor had to jump off, lift down the hooking device which rested

on the outside of the tram, rapidly pull the wheel which slid along the

overhead wires, run round to the other end of the tram and reconnect it to

the left hand wire.

Meanwhile the great exodus and reboarding exercise went on. Almost everyone
travelled about the town by tram (or bicycle), and little knots of people
collected at the three stops - on the pavement outside Murdoch's or in its

recessed doorway, outside Timmy Whites for the up tram, or on the South side

of Worthington Street for Maxton. As this was before the War, nobody knew
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