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N ow that we have spent several months under the
new Government it is possible to make some as-
sessment of the Coalition's approach to real ale and
pubs — so far its seems rather more positive than that of
their predecessors.

With the exception of Gordon Brown's duty allowances
for smaller brewers (introduced when he was chancel-
lor), there appeared generally no great concern until the
last few months, and in the case of Alistair Darling ap-
parently not even then. Since the election, the planned
walloping increases in cider duty have been abandoned,
while George Osbourne resisted the temptation to raise
general alcohol duty in his June budget, although prices
are likely to be pushed up by the VAT increases planned
for January. Commitment has been made, to either self
regulation or action over the tie, and ‘community pub' is
now part of the Government's vocabulary. However,
supermarkets are only likely to be subject to a ban on
selling below cost price, and many responsible publi-
cans will be concerned over reports that the cost of po-
licing late night trouble-spots might be offset by charging
extra for late night licences.

Locally, the prospects for pubs is somewhat mixed —
while the future of several more looks distinctly gloomy,
there is news of one or two reopening, and at Whitfield
we have a completely new pub in the Kittiwake. And real
ale continues to make progress, several new Kent brew-
eries having started operations within the last year.

Specifically in this edition, as well as the usual items,
Roger Marples visits Tonie Prinz at Hopdaemon Brew-
ery, we take a look at the Coalition's election promises,
investigate the origins of IPA, and Paul Skelton digs up
some more on lost pubs.
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Fri 13 Aug East Kent Morris Men — Coastguard (evening)*
Sat 14 Aug Walk — Cliff Top Café, Capel (10am) then to Marquis & Hope,
Lydden
Swale Branch Bat & Trap — Castle, Oare (£3 per head — incs.
buffet)
Mon 16 Aug Branch Meeting — King’s Head, Kingsdown.
Sat 21 Aug Beer Festival/Féte — Red Lion, Stodmarsh*

Fri 27 to Mon 30

Sat 28 — Mon 30 Aug
Bank Holiday Weekend
Fri 3 —Sun 5 Sept

Sat 4 Sept

Sun 5 Sept
Sat 11 Sept
Mon 20 Sept
Fri 8 & Sat 9
Sat 16 Oct

Mon 18 Oct
Sat 30 Oct

Branch Website

Beer Festival - Black Pig, Barnsole*

Beer & Cider Festival — EK Railway Shepherdswell/Eythorne*
Crown, Finglesham Beer Festival*

Beer Festival — Louis Armstrong, Maison Dieu Rd, Dover*
Beer Festival, Maidstone & Mid Kent — East Malling Research
Centre

Historical Food Festival with the East Kent Morris Men —
Coastguard, St. Margaret's Bay*

Walk — Frog & Orange, Shatterling (12 noon) then Black Pig &
Charity

Branch Meeting — The Crispin, Worth.

Crabble Mill Cider Festival*

Stagecoach to Thanet Cider Festival (see Branch Web Site for
details)

Branch Meeting — Blakes, Castle Street, Dover.

Cider Social — Berry, Walmer 3pm (see Branch Web Site for
details)

www.camra-dds.org.uk

Branch meetings are normally held every third Monday of each month and start at 7.30pm.
For full details about rural rambles & pub strolls, please email john@ramblingrumbler.plus.com

or call 01304 214153.
Events marked * are not organised by CAMRA
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ot exactly as an elected member, of course, although with 100,000 plus mem-

bers and the support of many more, a CAMRA candidate would likely do a lot
better than many an independent, or even some of the smaller parties. However,
the Campaign has been appointed as secretariat to the All Party Parliamentary
Save the Pub Group, thus allowing its influence within parliament to take a huge
step forward. While CAMRA has been highly successful in lobbying at Westmin-
ster, this is the first time the organisation has been invited to participate directly and
give practical help to MPs to campaign for pubs in their constituencies.

CAMRA's head of policy and public affairs Jonathan Mail said: “CAMRA is looking
forward to supporting the Save the Pub Group in its objective to preserve and pro-
tect the British pub. The Save the Pub Group will undoubtedly play a key role in
ensuring the coalition government brings forward a package of policies to support
and incentivise well-run pubs.” Pub champion Leeds North West MP Greg Mulhol-
land was elected the group’s chair, and Northampton South MP Brian Binley and
Lord Bilston are the joint vice-chairs. Greg Mulholland said: “In the last parliament
the Save the Pub Group was successful in persuading the government to take seri-
ously the threats facing Britain's pubs. The group will build on this success in the
new parliament by effective campaigning on a whole range of issues including beer
taxation, planning law, and reform of the beer tie. Early priorities include maintain-
ing progress on reform of the tie, working with the new government on the Decen-
tralisation and Localism Bill which will introduce a community right-to-buy for pubs
threatened with closure, and the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill which
will ban the below cost sale of alcohol.”

As a first step CAMRA is lobbying the Government to ensure that it sticks to its
commitments, and shortly after the coalition was formed, wrote to Mr Cameron,
urging him to appoint a minister for pubs, to succeed the outgoing Labour admini-
stration's John Healey. The Campaign feels that either Greg Mulholland, or Nigel
Evans, vice chairman of All Party Parliamentary Beer Group would be admirable
choices. It is also urging its members to ask their MP to support Greg Mulholland's
early day motion (EDM) that seeks to recognise the importance of well-run pubs.
The motion calls for the coalition “to implement a package of policies which will
help secure the future of viable and well-run community pubs”. Jonathan Mail said:
“We have set ourselves the stretching target of getting more than 300 MPs — out of
an eligible 450 backbenchers — to sign this over the next year.” The EDM is a fol-
low up on CAMRA's election Charter campaign which received support from 670
candidates, 150 of whom were elected. “We aim to ensure the new government
either sticks by the Community Pubs Action Plan or comes up with its own,” said
Jonathan.
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Your country pub in town

Drop in for a pint or three of our excelient
real ales, real ciders or perries.

Or just a coffee. Or a glass or bottle of wine.
Or one of our collection of over 50 malt whiskies.

Or a bite to eat. Our own home-smoked salmon is
famous and our doorstep sandwiches are made
with fresh bread from our local bakery.

And if you need accommodation for yourself or
your visitors, we have 4 well-appointed en-suite
rooms to sleep up to 4 people,
rated 4* by VisitBritain.

Blakes - no gimmicks, just good food and drink,
good company and good hospitality.

52 Castle Street, Dover, CT16 1PJ
01304 202194 email@blakesofdover.com
www _blakesofdover.com
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DOVER has existed for some years for residen-

. . ) tial use. In March a fresh application
Golden Lion, Priory Place: Early June a5 sybmitted for conversion to a fam-

saw Hydes Jekyll Gold and two brews i qyyeliing, together with erection of an
from White's of Bexhill on the hand- e}>l<tensiongandgalterations. And work is
pumps — Brighton Rocks and Grumpy i taking place at the Hare and
Guvnor, the latter described as a spe-  Hounds which ceased trading as a pub
cial bitter, 4.5% ABV, malty and deep  gome two and a half years ago. The
amber. Malty it was, but more brown  Renaissance, which was re-opened as
than deep amber, in both look and 5 cafe earlier in the year under its old

taste it more resembled a mild. How- h5me the Alma, is at the time of writing,
ever it was delicious. More Hydes at  |5sed again.

the end of the month during the World
Cup when a visit found St George's Ale  White Horse, St. James St: Jeanette
alongside Exmoor Fox and London and Tango are now well established in
Pride. At the Prince Albert local ales residence. Regular line-up is Landlord
are a regular alongside Ruddles Bitter and Lodden Ferryman's Gold plus a
and Heritage Cider. At the end of June  couple of guests, which have recently
Wantsum Dynamo was available. included Rudgate Well Blathered, and
a particularly excellent barrel of Hook
Park Inn, Ladywell: Once largely de- Noron Old Hooky. From among a wide
voted to Spitfire and brews from Ad-  ggjeciion of other brews came the very
nams the real ale range has been ex-  yaa5ing but oddly named 11 Transport
panding of late, and there has been talk (unless we've got the name wrong)
of adding a fourth pump. One evening  f4m Cottage, Old Moore Porter from
in spring we drank a very good beer o ever reliable Acorn Brewery, and
from Bath, Gem from memory, until it 6 yery tasty Brass Monkey Bitter, for
was no more. whom unfortunately we lack details of a

King Edward VII, Goschen Rd: At the ~ brewery. Ever at the forefront of latest
time of writing the pub is closed again,  developments in the local micro indus-

with local rumour having it destined for ~ Ty, in July Blakes was hosting beers
conversion to flats. No further informa- ~ from the recently established Old Dairy
tion available at present. In Folkestone ~ Brewery at Rolvenden. Comments so
Rd. work appears to be underway at far very favourable, the brewery's Blue
the Orange Tree, where permission Top, a 4.8% ABV IPA being particularly
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well received. The brewery's other
beers so far appearing at Blakes have
been Red Top, a 3.8% ABV ordinary
bitter and Gold Top, a golden ale at
4.3%. The pub’s house bitter remains
Adnams and Adnams’ other brews fea-
ture strongly: in late July we had the
benefit of a barrel of the very pleasing
Gunhill Mild.

Castle, Russel St: Having been closed
for two and a half years, and sporting
three signs advertising it for sale, in mid
June everything suddenly changed.
The for sale signs disappeared and
work commenced inside. We under-
stand that the pub has been privately
bought — the new owner planning to re-
open as a pub and sell local real ale.
Real ale is also on the agenda at the
Cinque Ports, Western Docks, we
hear, which re-opened with new licen-
sees in July — nothing more known at
time of writing.

Old Endeavour, London Road: Seem-
ingly another pub that does not fit
Shep's current model, the outside now
carries a sign offering the freehold for
sale, meanwhile continuing to trade. At
the Eagle a refurbishment in late June
saw the removal of all the handpumps,
so this is probably its last mention in
this publication for a while. However, at
the end of Bridge St. opposite, well
kept Bombardier and Harveys Sussex
Bitter can be found at the Red Lion, a
cosy local, with a fine walled garden
behind.

Louis Armstrong, Maison Dieu Rd:
More good beer and garden just a few
hundred yards away, where the normal
compliment is Hopdaemon plus a cou-
ple of guests. Mainly relying on Kent
micros (Gadds, Goachers, Westerham
etc.), beers from further afield appear
from time to time. Recent months have
seen Northern Star and Panther from

Cottage, in their 'transport' range, and
from Brentwood the particularly palat-
able Hope and Glory. A major event in
early July was a visit from the Offcum-
duns Morris Dancers who spent an
evening at the pub. Hotdogs and bur-
gers were available from the barbecue
in the garden, and as a further diver-
sion the branch dadlums table was
once again set up at the far end of the
pub. In September the first weekend of
the month sees the annual Louis Arm-
strong beer festival.

Kittiwake, Whitfield: New Marstons
establishment opened in May — pre-
sumably to the standard Marstons for-
mat that is being rolled out across the
country. Heavily into food but with seri-
ous commitment to real ale, comments
on the latter so far have been good
although some have found it too cold.
However, lose one, gain one. The
Royal Oak at the northern edge of the
village, which has been closed for a
couple of years, is now the subject of
an application for its demolition and the
erection of nine houses. Seems a
shame after the sterling opposition led
by the then landlady ten years ago,
which saw a similar proposal thrown
out by the Council.

DEAL

Berry, Canada Rd: As reported in our
last issue the Berry has, for the third
year in a row, been chosen as Branch
Pub of the Year. Chris was duly pre-
sented with the certificate at a well at-
tended session on Saturday afternoon
June 5™, with a beer selection that in-
cluded Dark Star American Pale, Nel-
son Pressgang, Whitstable Renais-
sance Mild, Harveys Best, Teignworthy
Beachcomber, and Ha'’penny Gog Ma-
gog, as well of course as ciders. There
was an excellent buffet, and lively mu-
sical accompaniment from the 'Ship's
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Band' plus friends, and a great time
was had by all. It was particularly grati-
fying to receive so much support from
neighbouring branches. As a further
accolade the pub has also been voted
Kent Cider Pub of the Year (see Tony's

Tappings).

Brickmakers Arms, Mill Road: Closed
since the beginning of this year, with
the freehold offered for sale by owners
Punch Taverns, in June workman were
observed at the premises. Information
from a local shopkeeper indicated that
the pub is not reopening, and the prop-
erty is instead being converted into two
private homes. Its closure was subse-
quently confirmed in the Mercury,
which also informed us that an occa-
sional visitor to the pub in the fifties and
sixties was Freddie Trueman, a friend
of the landlord at the time, Ernie Kemp.
Continuing up to Mill Hill John Town-
send is still maintaining a single real ale
at the Mill Inn.

Eagle Tavern, Queen St: Reintroduced
last summer, visits this year have found
real ale's availability intermittent. Mean-
while the Hole In The Roof continues
with a couple from the national stable,
recently Directors and Young's Bitter —
in good condition but with the latter at
£3.20 for a pint.

Leather Bottle, Mongeham: Ex Flotilla
& Firkin Dan Warwick's pub on the
edge of Deal — ‘a friendly local, looking
spick and span after refurb’, as one of
our members described it earlier in the
year. At the time real ales were Ad-
nams bitter and Adnams Extra. Pleas-
ing to see the latter around again, but
still not sure whether it is permanent of
just seasonal. Another visit later found
the range included an excellent barrel
of Purity Mad Goose. Not so good
though at Mongeham's other pub, the
Three Horseshoes which had no real

ale available on a visit around the same
time. In May the Sportsman at Shol-
den was selling Directors and GKIPA —
“Cosy foody pub, with good veggie
menu”

Prince Albert, Middle Street: July 27"
saw the pub host the launch of The Old
Pubs of Deal and Walmer by Steve
Glover and Michael Rogers. Including
also Kingsdown and Mongeham, the
book relates the history and stories
from over 350 pubs during the last few
hundred years. Among those featured,
is of course the Prince Albert itself,
whose deeds we learn date back to
1717. The property's first association
with alcohol would appear to be in 1855
when its occupant, Wiliam Riley, a
‘marine store dealer' added beer re-
tailer to his activities. In the following
decades it took the name Prince Albert
and acquired a full licence with beer
provided? by George Beer. Riley re-
mained proprietor until the late 1880s
when he apparently lost favour with the
magistrates, being referred to as a lu-
natic. Subsequent landlords appear to
have been less colourful and the pub
eventually ended up in the hands of
Fremlins, and then Whitbread; before
being sold off as a free house. Current
owners are Michael Harlick and Colin
Vurley who offer a choice of three real
ales, almost exclusively from small or
micro brewers.

SANDWICH & RURAL

Crispin, Sandwich: The following was
sent to us from Terry West in late June.
“ Just to let you know we will be open-
ing the Crispin Inn very soon. My inten-
tion is to build the real ale trade. The
pub has been closed for a few months
now, and my aim is to slowly increase
the products available on demand and
make the Crispin an attractive venue
for discerning beer drinkers.”
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Fleur de Lis, Sandwich: Black Sheep
Best Bitter and Greene King IPA are
regular real ales, with guests coming
from a variety of smaller brewers, Cot-
leigh and Cottage being particularly
prominent. Newly established Wantsum
has featured several times, including
1381 earlier in the spring and more
recently Turbulent Priest. Wantsum
beers are also much in evidence at the
Charity, Woodnesborough, where
James Sandy provides the pub's house
brew, Charity's Secret.

Five Bells, Ringwould: Closed since
the end of 2008, work is now continuing
apace. We don't know exactly what its
owner is planning but we understand
that the bar has been moved (not re-
moved), and everything we've heard
suggests that its future is to remain as
a pub. Not so good however, at the
nearby former Ugly Duckling at Martin
Mill, where work is also underway, but
presumably here, in order to facilitate
the residential conversion that has
been permitted.

At Eythorne the White Horse, closed
for about four years, appears to have
been sold — for sale sign gone and
signage removed. Ostensibly no other
work undertaken, so maybe there's
truth in the rumour reported in our
Spring issue that whoever has bought it
intends to retain the bar area for private
use. At Waldershare though, definitely
work in progress at the High and Dry,
where walls are being erected outside
and alterations being made to the main
bar; all no doubt in connection with the
planned cider production plant and
café. At Barfrestone, the Yew Tree
remains closed to drinkers, although in
early summer the shutters disappeared
and were replaced by curtains, giving
the impression that someone is at least
now living there. We understand that
the pub is currently for sale, either free-

hold or leasehold.

Black Pig, Barnsole: Hosts of our July
Branch meeting, where we enjoyed
Betty Stogs and Cornish Coaster,
Mark and Vicky have lined up a beer
festival for the Bank Holiday weekend
to celebrate their first year at the pub.
There will be live music and hopefully
(and appropriately) a hog roast.

Marquis, Alkham: With two Wantsum-
beers on the pumps at the end of May
it was good to see the revamped Mar-
quis of Granby still pursuing real ale,
and local brews to boot. However we
hear that prices start expensive with
the weaker beers and rise accordingly
(see Ramblings and Rumblings). While
some may like the redesigned bar in
silver and grey and the soft furnishings,
this reporter feels its location cries out
for a style that reflects the traditional
qualities of the Alkham Valley. Mean-
while, up the hill at West Hougham,
things remain very much unchanged at
the closed

Chequers, — Wire mesh around the
site boundary, and the former pub it-
self looking ever more forlorn and dere-
lict as it awaits implementation of the
consent for its demolition and replace-
ment by five houses. In Lydden another
application has been submitted for
houses at the rear of the Hope car

park.

Endeavour, Wootton: Another closed
pub but this time far from derelict. With
the pub sign almost illegible, and a
fence and gate in front of the parking
area it looks more and more like a pri-
vate residence, even though the occu-
pants assure the local authority that
they plan to reopen as a pub.

At Barham and Denton we understand
that the joint Cumberland/Jackdaw
festival at the start of June was well

Page 9



attended with some interesting beers. A
visit just before, found the two respec-
tively selling Greene King IPA, Adnams
Bitter, Tribute and Wherry; and Henry
IPA, Spitfire, Broadside and Harvey's
Sussex. And more Harvey's Sussex at
the Black Robin, Kingston which was
selling four real ales, the others being
Flowers Original, Black Sheep and
Bombardier. At the Duck, Pett Bottom
there was Adnams Gunhill, Usher's
1824, Master Brew and Biddenden Ci-
der, and at the Hop Pocket, Boss-
ingham, Acorn Barnsley Gold, Adnams
and RCH PG Steam.

King's Arms, Elham: Moving increas-
ingly local for its ale supply, with the
long established Golden Braid (sells
like hot cakes according to the land-
lord) being joined by its fellow Hopdae-
mon brew Skrimshander, as a replace-
ment for Flowers Original. The third
beer on the handpumps remains Har-
vey's Sussex.

Coastguard, St. Margaret's Bay: “Grab
your pint pot and your hankies and join
in with the East Kent Morris Men as
they dance up a storm in the beer gar-
den on the evening of 13th August and
then on 5th September, they'll be back
for our first Historical Food Festivall”
say Nigel and Sam. “With inspiration
taken from the original St Margaret's
Bay Festival of the Sea, our festival is a
celebration of the history of food and
drink; as well as the Morris Men, we'll
have our own Medieval fair in the gar-
den, complete with cookery demonstra-
tions, tastings, live music and puppet
shows. Brogdale Farm, home of the
National Fruit Archive, will be on hand
not only to talk about the history and
production of fruit in Kent, but to an-
swer any gardening questions you
might have on growing your own fruit.
Gadds of Ramsgate will be down with
their locally produced ale, as well as

Rough Old Wife Cider armed with a
traditional cider press. And, of course,
resident Chef and food historian Sam,
will be on hand to talk about traditional
methods of cooking and production,
along with cheese makers and other
traditional food and drink makers.” The
pub also provided the Branch with an
excellent venue for its July meeting,
and we would like to extend our thanks
to Nigel, Sam and the staff for their
hospitality.

FOLKESTONE

Black Horse, Densole: New landlords
are Grant and Anna, who are planning
to expand the real ale range from the
current Bass plus guest. They have
plans for a real ale festival in due
course.

Earl of Clarendon, Sandgate: Appar-
ently named after George Villiers, the
4™ Earl of Clarendon who developed
Sandgate as a fishing village in Victo-
rian times, the pub is maintaining its
range of four varying cask ales — a visit
in early June finding two 'World Cup'
brews alongside Green King IPA and a
very palatable, and all too rarely seen,
Merrie Monk. Also at Sandgate the
Royal Norfolk was selling Master Brew
and Henry IPA earlier in the year, and
we understand that Gate 28, a wine bar
style establishment, has now added a
handpump to its assortment of chrome
fonts, Grimesdale's Grim Reaper in
good condition, being available during
a CAMRA crawl. At the Ship Stuart and
Wendy celebrated 25 years behind the
pumps this spring. Various alterations
and refurbishments have been taking
place, including the provision of accom-
modation and a new eating area with
views towards the sea.

In Tontine St. work appears to have
more or less finished at the Brewery
Tap, and the building now enjoys a
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The Sportsman
Freehouse & Restaurant
23 The Street

Sholden

Kent Ct14 OAL

Tel: 01304 374973

Family Restaurant
Luxury En-Suite Rooms
New Function Room
Now licensed for Weddings and Civil Ceremonies
Open:
Mon - Fri 11.30 - 3 & 6.30 -Close

Sat - Open All Day
Sun-12 Noon -5

Janice & Jamie Coleman  www.thesportsmansholden  .com
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