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ISSUE 43 
Spring 2010

W elcom e to the Channel D raught Spring Edition 
2010.

By the tim e you read th is the governm ent of the country 
fo r the next four or five years w ill have been estab­
lished...... or, in v iew  of the closeness of the m ajor con­
tenders, quite  possib ly not. However, w he ther w e end 
up w ith  a c lear w inner, a coalition, or irreconcilab le  d is ­
agreem ents and the prospect of a second election be ­
fore the year is out, our particu la r concern w ill be the 
im pact on real ale and pubs, and, as w e point out e lse ­
w here in th is issue, at the m om ent that rem ains very 
much an unknown quantity.

A t least, at the tim e of writing, interest in real ale con tin ­
ues to grow , while the spate of pub c losures appears to 
have abated, and w e have even gained a new one, the 
K ittiwake at W hitfie ld, due to open as w e go to print. 
A lthough, hard pressed licensees w ill hardly be view ing 
the prospect of im m inent governm ent spending cuts and 
tax increases w ith  equanim ity. W ith  duty on beer having 
a lready risen substantia lly  in recent years, the price of a 
pint in the pub is a lready w e ll out into uncharted w aters. 
If the local is not to be priced out of existence, w hoever 
ends up in Downing S treet needs to adopt a v igorous 
stra tegy of support.

As well as all the regular items, th is edition includes a 
brief look at Dover pubs in the 1950s, som e thoughts on 
the orig in of 'painting the town red', a sum m ery of this 
year's W hite  C liffs  Festival of W in ter A le, and Roger 
M arples' v is its  to Shep's m icrobrew ery and som e of the 
country 's  m ore traditiona l pubs.

Martin Atkins
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EVENTS DIARY
Mon 16 May Branch Meeting -  Charity Inn, W oodnesborough.
Sat 22 May W alk -  Upstreet to East Stourmouth. Meet Canterbury Bus

Station 11am.
Wed 26 -  Mon 31 May Beer Festival -  New Inn, Havelock St., Canterbury*
Fri 28 & Sat 29 May 6th Crabble Corn Mill Festival (see page 11)*
Fri 28 - Mon 31 May Beer Festival -  Haywain, Bramling*
Fri 28 -  Mon 31 May Beer Festival - Rose Inn, W ickhambreaux*
Fri 4 -  Sun 6 June Barham Beer Festival -  Jackdaw, Denton & Cumberland,

Barham *
Sat 5 June Pub of the Year presentation -  Berry, Walmer. 3pm.
Sat 12 June K & ESR Beer Festival, Tenterden
Mon 21 Jun Branch Meeting -  Coastguard, St. Margaret’s Bay.
Sat 26 Jun Evening ramble -  Wingham to Preston. Meet Anchor

5.45pm
Tue 6 July Evening of Daddlums & Morris Dancing -  Louis

Armstrong, Dover.
Sat 17 July W alk -  Hacklinge to Mongeham. Meet Coach & Horses

11.20am
Mon 19 July Branch Meeting -  Black Pig, Barnsole.
Thur 22 -  Sat 24 July Kent Beer Festival -  Nackington
Mon 16 Aug Branch Meeting -  Kings Head, Kingsdown.

Branch Website www.camra-dds.org.uk
B ran ch  m e e tin g s  a re  n o rm a lly  he ld  e v e ry  th ird  M o n d a y  o f e a ch  m o n th  and s ta rt a t 7 .3 0 p m . 

For fu ll d e ta ils  a b o u t ru ra l ra m b le s  & pub  s tro lls , p le a se  em a il io h n .p itc h e r@ ic 2 4 .n e t
o r ca ll 0 1 3 0 4  21 41 53 .

E ven ts  m a rke d  * a re  n o t o rg a n ise d  b y  C A M R A
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Anger over Duty rises
A listair Darling's March budget b rought d ism ay and anger to beer d rinkers and 

p ublicans. In line w ith  the fo rm ula  set out at his firs t budget in 2008, duty  on 
beer, w ine and spirits w as raised by 5%  -  2%  above the level of inflation. W hile  the 
T reasury said th is wou ld  mean an increase of just 2 pence a pint, the industry 
pointed out th is w as based on w ho lesa le  prices, and that a typ ica l pub pint wou ld  
rise by 8.2 pence. C A M R A  calcu la ted it could be anything up to 20 pence. An even 
heavier increase on c ider w as abandoned owing to the E lection, a lthough in due 
course m ight still be app lied . And, as a fu rther blow, the 2%  above inflation rise 
w as extended fo r two m ore years to 2015. These increases are in addition to the 
8%  duty increase -  im posed initia lly to com pensate  fo r the V AT drop to 15% in late 
2008 -  that accom panied the return of V A T  to 17.5% in January.
Responding to the budget, the British Beer and P ub  Associa tion  pointed out that a 
record 2,365 pubs had closed in 2009, and that wh ile  there  had recently  been signs 
of im provem ent, the rises, particu larly  the extension of the 2%  escalator fo r two 
m ore years, w ill put hundreds m ore pubs and thousands m ore jobs at risk: "The 
Chance llo r's  c la im s that th is is a budget fo r investm ent and grow th are ho llow ,” said 
Chief Executive, Brigid S im m onds. A  v iew  that w as echoed by Ted Tuppen, boss 
of pubco Enterprise, who contrasted the £160m  genera ted from  the duty rises, w ith 
the £4.3m  aid fo r pubs announced the previous w eek (see National News). "I th ink 
it perhaps notew orthy that a fte r th irteen years in governm ent w ith three m onths to 
go to an e lection they appo in t a m in ister fo r pubs,” he said -  "a late convers ion” 
that "just looks a hollow  announcem ent” .
For CAM R A, w ith the ink on the G overnm ent's  recently announced pub package 
bare ly dry, M ike Benner com m ented: “C A M R A  is to ta lly  at a loss in understanding 
how a governm ent that recognises the com m unity  va lue of pubs can impose such 
draconian beer duty increases. Today's duty increases have stam ped down on the 
survival hopes of com m unity pubs across the UK. The budget is a charte r fo r large 
superm arkets who irresponsib ly prom ote alcohol as a loss leader at the expense of 
our nation 's com m unity  pubs, real ale and responsib le  pub goers.”
Locally, v iew s w ere  equally robust. In Dover, w here over a dozen pubs (m ore than 
a quarter of the total) have closed since the M illenn ium , Pater Garstin of Blakes, 
speaking to the Dover Express, said that during his a lm ost five years running the 
pub the governm ent had done nothing but harm to the trade. He fe lt that selling 
a lcohol be low  cost should be illegal, and com m ented: “ It seem s every action the 
governm ent takes to try  and curb  the m isuse of a lcohol does nothing to curb  the 
sale of cheap booze, but does everyth ing to d isadvantage contro lled venues where 
people can com e and have a drink under the w atch fu l eye of a land lord.”
S im ilar v iew s cam e from  Richard M unden of the C hequer at Ash. “U nfortunately 
beer prices are going to have to go up. W e are a small village pub ,” he said, “and 
w e can't afford to take these losses. The suppliers w ill pass it on to us and the bot­
tom  line is it goes to the custom er's pocket. I persona lly  believe binge drinking has 
nothing to do w ith  pubs. That com es from  the cheap a lcohol from  superm arkets.”
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Your country pub in town

Drop in for a pint or three of our excellent 
real ales, real ciders or perries.

Or just a coffee. Or a glass or bottle of wine. 
Or one of our collection of over 50 malt whiskies.

Or a bite to eat. Our own home-smoked salmon is 
famous and our doorstep sandwiches are made 

with fresh bread from our local bakery.

And if you need accommodation for yourself or 
your visitors, we have 4 well-appointed en-suite 

rooms to sleep up to 4 people, 
rated 4* by VisitBritain.

Blakes - no gimmicks, just good food and drink, 
good company and good hospitality.

52 Castle Street, Dover, CT16 1PJ 
01304 202194 email@blakesofdover.com 

www.blakesofdover.com
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The Local News
Contributors - Martin Atkins, The Mcilroys, Roger Marples, 

John Pitcher, Tony Wells, Jim Green and Mike Sutcliffe etc.
Please note that any views expressed herein are those of the contributors 

and are not necessarily those of this branch or CAMRA Ltd

If you have any news about a pub in your area -  new beers or different beer range, alterations 
to the pub, beer festivals or anything that may be of interest to our readers , please email:

channel.draught@camra-dds.org.uk
We are, of course, equally pleased to hear from landlords with news about their pub.

DO VER

W hite  H o rs e , St. Jam es St: A fte r a few  
turbu len t m onths, th ings appear to 
have settled down at Dover's oldest 
pub. The start of March saw us say 
farew ell to Jim  and Jo who had run the 
place since Jill and Jack's departure in 
the w in ter, and w e lcom e M andy R ich­
ards, from  the Park Inn, who has taken 
on the lease, and Jeanette  Harper, who 
w ill be looking a fte r the pub 's day-to- 
day m anagem ent. Jeanette , w hose  bar 
experience, started w ith  the Louis A rm ­
strong, som e 22 years ago, is con ­
vinced that the m ove w as a good idea, 
know ing the W hite  Horse's good repu­
tation, the num ber of loyal locals and 
the pub ’s business potentia l. Real ales 
w ill be constan tly  chang ing, a lthough 
Landlord is a regular and Loddon's Fer­
rym an’s Gold availab le  m ore often than 
not. W hen asked how the real a les are

chosen, she replied, “ it’s all in the 
nam e” , one exam ple being T ring ’s Side 
Pocket fo r a Toad. A t the tim e of writing 
real c ide r w a sn ’t availab le , however 
they are considering  introducing W e s­
ton ’s cider. Food has been brought 
back, and the pub now o ffers traditional 
hom e cooked m eals using fresh ingre­
dients. P lans fo r the fu ture include a 
beer festival. Contact: W hite  Horse, St. 
Jam es Street, Dover, CT16 1QF. Tel: 
(01304 )206981 .

B lakes , Castle St: A dnam s B itter has 
now replaced Harveys Sussex as the 
pub's standard real ale, and other Ad- 
nam s brew s have been making an ap­
pearance including a ve ry  drinkable 
stout, the dark reddish brown brew 
G unhill, and the ve ry  well received 
Lighthouse. Particu lar p leasing w as a 
barrel of A dam 's Extra, resurrected by 
the b rew ery a fte r being d iscontinued 
som e years ago, a lthough w he ther as a 
perm anent addition to the range or a 
one-off, is not certain . How ever local 
b rew ers are not being ignored. Hop- 
daem on Dom inator m ade a w e lcom e 
return and W hitstab le  W inkle  P icker 
and G adds 80/- both proved ve ry  popu­
lar. Brews from  the new W antsum  
brew ery have featured regularly, a l­
though they don 't necessarily  suit eve­
ryone -  “G reat Black Pig” w as one 
d rinker's  com m ent, but “W antsum 's
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1381 - not to m y taste - overly hoppy” . 
Am ong beers from  m ore d istant parts 
Purity Mad Goose rece ived m uch ac­
claim .

Royal C inque Ports Y acht C lu b : The
first w eekend of March saw the club 
once again hosting a mini beer festival. 
In to ta l a choice of fourteen beers were 
available, split between a stillage of 
nine barre ls erected under an awning 
on the verandah at the front of the club, 
and the handpum ps on the bar. Local 
Kent brew ers Hopdaem on, W antsum , 
W esterham  and G oachers w ere  all rep­
resented, W este rham 's brews proving 
particu la rly  popular, and supplem ented 
by add itions from  Dark S tar and Crouch 
Vale. The festiva l proper started Friday 
evening and ran th roughout S aturday 
from  12 noon to 11 pm. A ny beer still 
rem aining on the stillage by Sunday 
lunchtim e being availab le  at the very 
reasonable price of £2 a pint. A  particu­
lar poin t of interest arose in the fes ti­
va l's  latter stages, w hen G oacher's 
Gold S tar replaced Crouch V a le 's  Es­
sex Boys' B itter on the fourth  hand- 
pum p, to d isp lay a line up of four 
G oacher's beers -  an arrangem ent 
o therw ise only ever regularly seen at 
the Black Lion, Lynsted, south of Fav- 
ersham .
A t the end of the m onth the club hosted 
the Branch's presentation  of £500 to 
the Dover W a r M em orial p ro ject from 
the proceeds of th is years W hite  C liff's 
Festival of W in ter A les.

C ullin 's  Y a rd , Cam bridge Rd: The pub/ 
restaurant has added St Austell HSD to 
its existing regulars A dnam 's B itter and 
A dnam 's Broadside.
O range T re e , Folkestone Road: W e 
note the 'fo r sale' sign has d isappeared 
from  outside the property, but o ther­
w ise nothing else appears to have a l­
tered. How ever as w e go to print we 
hear that a p lanning application fo r con­
vers ion to a single dwelling has been 
subm itted -  perm ission  a lready exits on 
the site fo r residentia l deve lopm ent. A t 
the H are  and H ounds w ork  is p ro­
gressing on conversion to a dwelling, 
while at the E ngineer the residentia l 
conversion appears com plete  w ith  little 
evidence rem aining of its fo rm er pub 
use. Further tow ards the town centre, 
p lanning m atters appear to have been 
sorted out at the Renaissance which 
has now reopened as a cafe. Fortu­
nately, the G olden Lion in Priory Place 
is still operating, and in m id M arch w as 
selling a ve ry  good p int of Cotle igh 
T a w n e y O w l. On the handpum ps 
alongside w as another W est Country 
beer, a ce lebra tory brew  from  Exm oor 
to proclaim  th irty  years of existence. At 
the start of April the pub w as selling 
Cotle igh Honey Buzzard, a honeyish 
dark b itter at 4 .5%  ABV, together w ith 
Hydes O riginal and St A uste ll P roper 
Job. O pposite the Priory Station, the 
Priory  H o te l, which last year had re in­
troduced real ale, had none available 
during a visit in early  March.
Louis A rm stro n g , M aison Dieu Rd: 
Such is the dem and fo r real ale, that of 
late, landlady Jackie  Bowles has been 
supplem enting her norm al Kent beers 
w ith brew s from  fu rther afield. In Febru­
ary drinkers w ere  treated to beers from 
Potbelly of Kettering, Cottage and W est 
Berkshire -  the latter co inc idently  en­
countered by Roger M arp les last year 
(see Unspoilt Pubs, on page 34). Par­
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ticu larly  popu lar w ere  W ickstead  Heri­
tage and O ld Berkshire Ale, respec­
tive ly from  Potbelly and W est Berk­
shire. In m id April d rinkers w ere  able to 
enjoy a barre l of Dark S tar's fe is ty  5% 
Festiva l. R e tu rn ing  to m ore  local 
sources, two barre ls of 5 .1%  Dom inator 
from  Hopdaem on, supplier of the pub ’s 
house b itter S krim shander, proved very 
successfu l, as d id a couple of barre ls of 
Turbu len t Priest from  new com er W an t­
sum. From tim e to tim e Jackie  has had 
the opportun ity  of acquiring pins of ale 
from  G oacher's. Set up on the chill 
cab ine t at the back of the bar, they 
m ade a fine im pression, and so fa r we 
have enjoyed Crown Im perial Stout, 
and the decep tive ly  strong but easy 
drinking 1066 Old Ale (6.7%  ABV).

Three C u p s , C rabble Hill: Excellent 
venue fo r our March branch m eeting, 
and p robab ly  the first ever held there. 
Three real ales including Exm oor Fox, 
which w as ve ry  good and which  m ost 
of the com pany stuck w ith. In London 
Rd. both the E ndeavour and K ing­
fisher have changed hands: the occu­
pants of the fo rm er having m oved to 
the latter. No inform ation w he ther e ither 
w ill be re-introducing real ale. Changes 
also at the Boars H ead w here Tony, 
w ho 's run it fo r a couple of years has 
re linquished contro l. A pparently  the 
Young 's B itter has been retained. And 
at the E dw ard V II, real ale is now stan­
dard since John Tow nsend brought it 
back a year ago. On the Thursday night 
quiz evening in M arch w e enjoyed a 
ve ry  p leasing mid range b itter from  
Hydes.

DEAL
For those interested in pubs of earlier 
days a new book by S teve G lover and 
M ichael Roberts w ill p robab ly be a 
must. Entitled The Old Pubs of Deal 
and Walmer it is due to be on sale

from  the end of May.

B erry , Canada Rd: For the third year in 
succession The Berry won the award 
as Deal, Dover, Sandw ich and District 
C A M R A  Pub of the Y ear award. Tony 
W ells, Branch Pubs O ffice r said that: 
"The Berry jus t goes from  strength to 
strength and shows w hat can be 
achieved if you put the right person 
behind the bar. C hris Barnes, landlord 
of The Berry, understands w ha t a good 
real ale pub should be all about. I firm ly 
believe that Chris rightly  deserves th is 
award as it reflects the hard w ork  he 
has been doing in serving good qua lity  
real ale and c ider as well as supporting 
C A M R A ’s a im s." A  presentation of the 
award is arranged fo r S aturday 5th 
June at 3 .00pm . (See Tony's T ap­
pings). Around the corner in the Strand 
w e hear that the Stag has changed 
hands, but at tim e of w riting have no 
fu rther details.
Ship Inn , M iddle St: Seriously devoted 
to G adds', recent m onths have p ro­
duced good reports of No 7, No 5, Dark 
Conspiracy, 80/- and Seasider. How ­
ever m ore d istan t a les are also to be 
found -  Deuchar's IPA is a regular and 
there is usually som ething from  Dark 
Star. O ften just Hophead, in February 
and M arch w e add itionally  had the 
benefit of Dark S tar S ix Hop Ale and 
S tar Am erican Pale A le. The fo rm er 
being described by one of our m em ­
bers as “p robab ly  one of the best beers
I have ever drunk -  a hop-driven taste 
sensation w ith  every sip. However, at 
6.5%  defin ite ly  not a session b ee r!“ In 
A lfred  Square at the Prince A lbert v is ­
its in early  February found Nelson 
B aggyw ink le  in exce llen t cond ition  
along w ith, Brains B itter and Cottage 
Big Boy, and a m onth later Daleside 
Spring Frenzy, N orthum berland Fog on 
the Tyne and Cottage Between the 
Posts. On the opposite co rner of A lfred
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Sq. the S aracen ’s H ead w as selling 
M aster Brew, Spitfire  and C anterbury 
Jack.

In the High St. in late March a visit to 
the N ew  Inn found A bbot and Spitfire 
on the bar inside, and outside, at one of 
the tab les, three or fou r gentlem en of a 
certain  age consum ing that seem ingly 
now rare com bination, light and b itter 
(see Last Knockings). A  few  doors up, 
half the ground floor of the fo rm er 
Strand (once Black Horse) has been 
converted to co ffee  shop and am use­
ments, the rem ainder boarded up and 
unoccupied. In Beach St. the King's  
H ead w as selling M aster Brew, Spitfire, 
London Pride and Harveys Sussex, 
and D unkerley's  St. Austell Tribute. 
The Port A rm s w as still c losed and 
being redecorated, though it reopened 
shortly  a fte rw ards in early  April. W e 
understand that not a lot has changed 
(apart from  the m anagem ent), w ith  still 
only S peckled Hen and A bbot on tap, 
but according to our correspondent 
appears m ore w e lcom ing. No sign how­
ever, of real ale re-em erging at the 
W alm er C as tle , South St., whose bar 
is seem ing ly c ram m ed w ith every lager 
and keg beer font im aginable.

B o hem ian , Beach Street: W hile  it m ay 
have cu t back on the num ber of hand- 
pum ps the pub still m ainta ins an inter­
esting and varied range of ales. Beers 
seen earlie r in the year include W ood- 
fo rde 's  W herry, R ingwood Fortyniner, 
Banks' O riginal, S t Austell Tribute, 
Skinner's  Betty S togs Bitter, Hop Back 
GFB, Caledonian Deuchar's IPA and 
Young 's B itter p lus also local new­
com er W antsum  Turbu lent Priest.

Mill In n , Mill Hill: Following his re in tro ­
duction of real ale into the Edward VII, 
G oschen Rd., John Tow nsend has now 
installed it at his o ther pub, the Mill Inn 
in Deal. A t the tim e of w riting Jennings

C um berland w as available, and he 
p lans to keep one real ale availab le  as 
standard. A lso seeing a return to real 
ale is the A dm iral K ep p e l, M anor Rd., 
where Courage Best B itter and D irec­
tor's has been available. And just 
around the corner the M agnet Inn in 
London Rd. is one of the few  Branch 
pubs that regu larly takes beers from  
Shep's m icrobrewery. S ince the end of 
last year a longside the brew ery 's m ore 
regular brews have been seen C hrist­
m as Ale, Faversham  Dark, A m ber Ale 
and the lim ited edition G inger Porter.

S AN DW ICH AND RURAL

Red C o w , M oat Sole: One of the 
town's leading real ale outle ts the pub 
p layed host to our February Branch 
M eeting. Local beers over recent 
m onths have com e from  G adds and 
W antsum  and from  further afield St. 
Austell, T im othy Taylor, Fuller's, Bass 
and Young's.

M arket Inn , Cattle  M arket: W e under­
stand that Spitfire has been rem oved, 
leaving the only regular beer as M aster 
Brew. However the pub is a regular 
recip ient of Sheps seasonal beer and 
various specia ls from  the m icrobrew ­
ery. To the rear on the other side of 
Delf St. the Fleur de Lis usually has 
two or three real a les availab le . R egu­
lars King and Barnes S ussex and 
Greene King IPA a longside a varie ty  of 
guests including Gadds, Harvey's and 
Cottage.

Place B rasserie , High St: A  visit in 
January found W antsum 's 1381 and 
Turbu len t Priest on offer, but our co rre ­
spondent unfortunate ly had no tim e to 
try them  out.
Charity  In n , W oodnesborough: A n ­
o ther pub heavily into local brews, the 
branch's end of February bus trip  find ­
ing a se lection from  G adds and W ant-
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sum. Dave from  the pub is w orking in 
co llaboration w ith  the W antsum  Brew ­
ery to brew  a beer specifica lly  fo r the 
pub. It w ill be ca lled  "C harity ’s S ecre t” 
and w ill be between 3.4%  and 3.6 in 
strength.

High & D ry , W aldershare: C losed and 
sold at the end of last year, the ru­
m ours reported in our w in te r edition fo r 
p lanned use as a c ider venue, have 
subsequently  proved correct. P lanning 
app lica tions have been subm itted fo r 
use fo r the production of cider, together 
w ith a ca fe /restauran t facility, a lthough 
from  w hat w e can understand alcohol 
w ill not be available w ithout food. 
Nearby at Eythorne, activ ity  w as ob­
served in February at the long closed 
W hite  H o rse . Lights w ere  on and veh i­
cles parked outside. Local rum our ta lks 
of the pub being acquired by som eone 
interested in using it as a hom e but 
retaining the bar fo r private use. Any 
fu rther news welcom e.

Yew  T re e , Barfrestone: A t the tim e of 
w riting the pub is once again closed, its 
m ost recent incum bents having left 
during the w in te r fo llow ing the w ith ­
draw al of support by the business's 
main investor. Ben Bevan and his w ife, 
both opera singers, took on the pub in 
2008 and in the short tim e they were 
there won aw ards fo r their food, and 
w ere  included in the G ood Food Guide. 
Th is year they w ere  among additions to 
M ichelin 's Eating O ut in Pubs Guide. 
How ever it w as not all food and the pub 
carried a good range of real ale, p re­
dom inantly  local, and last year added 
real c ide r to the selection. W e under­
stand that new tenants are being 
sought.

G reyho und , A ylesham : Known locally 
as the Dog, it's cu rta ins at last fo r the 
v illage 's  only pub, wh ich  w ill now be 
dem olished. A fte r several years of d is­

pute over its future, a last d itch attem pt 
to grant the build ing listed status as an 
exam ple of a 1920s public house w as 
re luctantly re jected by English Heri­
tage: too m any orig inal fea tures having 
been lost. Leading the listing cam paign 
w as Aylesham  D istrict C ouncillo r and 
Deal, Dover, Sandw ich and D istrict 
C A M R A  branch m em ber Linda Keen, 
who w as surprised that p lans to dem o l­
ish it had not been notified to the local 
com m unity. She subsequently  put a 
successfu l motion before Dover District 
Council requiring that in fu ture the p lan­
ning departm ent wou ld  notify ward 
councillors of plans to dem olish bu ild ­
ings in the ir neighbourhood.

B ell, S hepherdswell: New landlords are 
Tony and Jen w ho took over in Oct 
2009. The pub now has cask marque 
accred itation, and norm ally has three 
real a les available, w ith  cu rren tly  B lack 
Sheep B itter as regular session bitter. 
A t the tim e of w riting (late Feb) th is w as 
accom panied by Hobgoblin and Broad­
side, one, or possib ly both of which, 
m ight change in due course depending 
on the ir popu la rity  w ith  the locals, a l­
though at the m om ent all three are se ll­
ing well. A t Lydden the Hope is another 
pub now selling real cider: 8%  Bid- 
denden being availab le  on handpum p 
in late February, a longside Harveys 
Sussex bitter.
C A N T ER B U R Y
P hoen ix , O ld Dover Rd: Follow ing the 
departure of Linda in the w in te r the pub 
w as still c losed at the end of February, 
the Old Dover Rd. frontage adorned by 
a large 'To Let' sign. M ore recently we 
understand that a new tenant has been 
found, but no inform ation on beer po l­
icy.
H ayw ain , Bram ling: Four real a les are 
the norm al line-up -  regulars B om bar­
d ier and London Pride p lus two guests.
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Usually at least one Kentish beer fe a ­
tures, w ith  Eddie G add's brews from 
the Ram sgate brew ery proving particu ­
larly popular. However, one of the great 
successes is not at all local: Bram ling 
Cross from  Broughton A les of Peeble- 
shire chosen because of its name, 
which according to landlord Kevin a l­
w ays d isappears in no tim e. A  vis it in 
February found guests Young 's Bitter 
and M aster Brew, and at the end of 
month the pub w as declared w inne r of 
the Taste of Kent at an event at Leeds 
Castle. In May, a Spring Bank Holiday 
beer festival is p lanned over the bank 
holiday weekend. Starting at 7pm on 
Friday 28th May, it runs through until 
5pm M onday 31st. A  large m arquee in 
the garden is set to accom m odate  26 
real ales and five ciders, and there w ill 
be music each day, including Ian 
Shaw cross Big Band on Friday eve­
ning, 60s and 70s w ith  S ignature  on 
Saturday, and Jazz Sunday afternoon. 
M onday afternoon fea tures a varie ty  of 
local perform ers.

FO LKESTO N E
S h ip , Sandgate: Good to see Harvey's 
excellent O ld Ale on the handpum ps 
a longside the pub 's regular selection 
over the w in te r m onths. A lso in Sand- 
gate, one Sunday afte rnoon in late 
February found the renam ed Earl o f 
C laren do n , now free of the Shepherd 
Neam e tie, buzzing w ith  happy d rink­
ers. S im ilarly, ano ther pub that Sheps 
did not want, and now owned and run 
by an ex-tenant of the C larendon, the 
Three M ariners  in Hythe, w as equally 
busy. Th is norm ally o ffe rs six real ales 
and the C larendon four, a lthough in mid 
February the latter w as down to two 
tem porarily. A  vis it a round that tim e 
found brew s from  Brewster's and W yre 
Piddle.
East C liffe  T a ve rn , East C liff: Mid

February found two dark beers on the 
handpum ps in tip  top condition -  Bur­
ton Bridge M ild and G add's 80/-.
In the Bayle National Cask W eek  at the 
end of M arch saw the British  Lion and 
Guildhall once again offering a co m ­
bined beer festival w ith  over 20 real 
ales and c iders availab le  between the 
two pubs. Am ong the less com m only 
seen brew s could be found Harviestoun 
Old Engine Oil, B rain 's B read of 
Heaven, Anse lls  M ild and M arston's 
Sw eet Chariot. From A dnam 's, the very 
pala table  4%  A B V  Gunhill w as avail­
able. M eanwhile  in nearby Church St. a 
quick look found no sign of real ale on 
the handpum ps at the P u llm an , and 
the pub packing up at 9 pm.

C h am b ers , Cheriton Place: Easter saw 
the pub's seventh annual Easter Beer 
Festival w ith  about a score of beers 
and c iders added to its norm al range of 
real ale and ciders. Am ong the local 
selection w as once again W antsum 's 
p rize  w in n in g  H eng is t, and from  
W esterham  a S ingle Hop Varie ta l using 
just Bram bling Cross. From further 
afield Sharp 's of Cornwall cam e up with 
a S ix Hop IPA and Salta ire of W est 
Yorks w ith  Cascade, an Am erican style 
ale w ith  a com bination  of cascade and 
Continenta l hops.

Down by the Harbour the Princess  
Royal rem ains closed and boarded up, 
while in the S tade the w in te r saw the 
still c losed Three  M ackerel jo ined by 
the M ariner with a 'To Let' sign outside. 
By late March the M ariner w as still 
seeking a tenant, but th ings w ere  at 
last happening at the Three M ackerel, 
where new signage had appeared 
bearing the w ords the C aptain 's  Tab le , 
C afe and Coffee Shop -  it w as due to 
open shortly. In Tontine S treet w ork  is 
p rogressing on the B rew ery  T a p , or 
perhaps m ore accura te ly the fo rm er
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Brew ery Tap, fo r except fo r the tiled 
frontage and sign, little of the original 
structure appears to remain. In late 
February a new roof w as under con ­
struction.

In Dover Rd. there appears no sign of 
anything happening at the M arte llo , 
and Sheps have seem ing ly d isposed at 
last of the Railw ay B e ll. A t the tim e of 
w riting w e understand that the M ore- 
hall in C heriton is c losed.
Elsew here

A t F ave rsham , S hepherd  N eam e, 
Kent's single rem aining fam ily  brewer, 
is steam ing on w ith  all m anner of new 
brews, both from  its main p lant and the 
recently created m icro facility. (See 
Roger M arples v is it on page 50). Par­
ticu la rly  of interest to o lder readers, of 
course, w as a recreation of Fremlins 
Bitter, brew ed especia lly  fo r W ether-

Channel Draught
Available on-line or by post

Y ou ’ve p robab ly  p icked up your current copy of Channel Draught from  your local. 
Th is is our preferred m ethod fo r d istributing our m agazine as it is a sim ple and d i­
rect w ay of getting the m agazine out and helps support the pubs across our 
branch. But w ere  you aware that there are two other w ays of getting hold of our 
m agazine.
On our website, w w w .cam ra -dds.o rg .uk , you ’ll find PDFs of the last three editions 
of Channel D raught fo r dow nloading. There is norm ally a short de lay before th is 
vers ion  of the m agazine is available.
For those of you who p re fe r to have a pristine, printed copy of our branch m aga­
zine, and can ’t get to a pub that d is tributes it, w e are introducing a new postal se r­
vice. For a small annual fee, curren tly  £3.00 to cover postage and packing, it w ill 
be possible to receive our four seasonal cop ies of Channel D raught by post. If 
you ’d like to subscribe to th is new service please send a cheque fo r £3.00, made 
payable to DDS CAMRA, to Mr R. Meares, 17 Barley Close, M artin Mill, Dover, 
CT15 5LD. Please ensure you enclose your nam e and address w ith  the cheque. If 
you also provide your email address w e can confirm  receipt of paym ent. This sub­
scription w ill need to be renewed every year in M ay if you w ant to continue receiv­
ing Channel Draught.

spoon 's Beer Festival in April. Not 
brew ed at Faversham  since 1990, 
S tewart, Sheps Senior Brewer, ac­
quired the recipe from  InBev, Frem lin's 
successors v ia  W hitbread, who gave 
perm ission to use the orig ina l name 
and the pum p clip of 20 years ago. Re­
ports, from  those who tried it, described
it as quite  a decent b ee r....... but not
Frem lins; but w h ich  Frem lins? -  there 
a lready having been vers ions from  
M aidstone, Faversham , Cheltenham  
and Castle Eden, and p robab ly  a few  
m ore w e don 't know about!
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LOUIS ARMSTRONG
Maison Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RA 

01304 204759 
L iv e  M u s ic  - F r id a y  &  S a tu rd a y  

L iv e  J a z z  E v e ry  S u n d a y  
S e le c tio n  o f  R e a l A le s

SPRING SAVERS
EVERY WEDNESDAY 

ALL RE AL A LE £2.20  ALL MEALS £3.00
Tues 6th July -  evening OFFCUMDUNS MORRIS

DANCERS
Fri 3rd, Sat 4th & Sun 5th September BEER FESTIVAL 

A cordial welcome extended to all
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TONY'S TAPPINGS
The perambulations and musings 

of our Pubs Officer, Tony Wells

O LD CZECH PRO VER B
“A  fine beer m ay be judged w ith  only one sip, but it's be tte r to be thorough ly  sure .” 
B ER R Y G O ES FROM  STR EN G TH  TO  STR EN G TH

As w e report in Local News, once again The Berry, on Canada Road in W alm er, 
has been voted our branch Pub of the Y ear award (co lloqu ia lly  referred to as 
"PO TY"). Th is C A M R A  award is p resented to the real ale pub wh ich  dem onstrates 
not jus t a com m itm ent to qua lity  real ale but is judged to be the best a ll-round pub 
in te rm s of atm osphere, w e lcom e/ service, c liente le  mix, support fo r C A M R A  aim s 
and overa ll va lue fo r money.
Landlord C hris Barnes took over the pub in 2005, since w hen he has had rem ark­
able success. W ith in  a year he gained entry into C A M R A 's G ood Beer Guide and 
becam e elig ible fo r the local PO TY award, wh ich  in 2008 he won fo r the firs t tim e. 
The current award crow ns w hat has been and continues to be a very successfu l 
and busy year fo r Chris and the pub. Sales of real ale have increased such that 
Chris has installed additional handpulls, and has recently  served his 800th d iffe rent 
real ale, had his 3rd W in ter Beer Festival in February, and is p lanning other real ale 
and c ider events th roughout the year. He is due to get m arried in early  June and in 
late M arch his partner, Haz, gave birth to the ir firs t baby, a boy.

Having won the local award, The Berry now goes fo rw ard  into C A M R A 's East Kent 
Pub of the Y ear com petition. From over 110 real ale pubs in the branch, just six 
pubs w ere  selected fo r en y into the PO TY com petition. As well as the Berry, the 
other pubs in a lphabetica l order, w ere  Blakes, the Eight Bells, and the Louis A rm ­
strong in Dover, the P lough & Harrow, T ilm anstone, and the Ship Inn, Deal. To 
determ ine w h ich  w as the best a ll-round real ale pub, ten vo lun teers from  CAM R A 
visited each of the six pubs over a two m onth period; and jus t being se lected fo r 
entry into the com petition  is no mean feat. The pub has to dem onstrate  an ongoing 
com m itm ent to qua lity  real ale th roughout the year. The award isn't based on a 
sim ple one-off group vote, nor from  a single v is it by one individual.

The PO TY presentation w ill take place on Saturday, 5th June at 3.00 pm, and the 
Berry's w ebsite  can be found at h ttp ://theberryw a lm er.co .uk/, w ith  fu rther in fo rm a­
tion about the Cam paign fo r Real ale at h ttp ://w w w .cam ra.co.uk/.

FA NC Y A  NEW  HO BBY: T R Y  SCO O PIN G
W hat is Scooping? Scooping, or Beer T icking, is m ainta in ing a list of all the “new” 
beers that you drink. Accord ing to the W hitehaven  News: " Beer Ticking is the p rac­
tice of keeping a record of every beer that passes your lips. It is a sim ple pursuit, 
rather like tra in spotting, but infin ite ly m ore p leasurable". G iven the num ber of m i­
c ro-brew eries that have started up, th is list can get to well over 10,000 d iffe rent
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beers, g iven som e dedication. So, carrying w ith  you a list of the beers that you 
have drunk is im portant, and a bit m ore planning m ay be required. For exam ple at 
beer festivals, you need to get hold of a beer list in advance, so you can identify 
som e “required” beers.

W hat are  the rules? The ru les are really  up to you but they can m ake beer scoop­
ing m ore or less challenging. A t its sim plest, your rules could say that a “scooped” 
beer is one that I haven’t d runk before. However, you could add add itional co m ­
plexities: Does it have to be a real ale? Does a sip of som eone e lse ’s beer count as 
a scoop? W hat if the A B V  of a scooped beer changes? W hat if a scooped beer is 
brew ed at a d iffe rent brew ery? W hat if the recipe of a scooped beer changes?

W hat do you need to  record? At a m inim um  you p robab ly need to record the 
brewery, beer nam e and the date. However, you could add strength, the location 
w here it w as drunk, a beer qua lity  score and /o r tasting notes
Term ino logy. Any hobby has to have its own te rm ino logy, or lingo, and Scooping 
is not w ithout its own: "In the Book": To add a new beer to the list; “R equired” A 
beer that hasn ’t been drunk before; “S p inn ing” : Rushing around scooping beers; 
“W ithered ” : Going to a pub to find the beer you wanted to “scoop” has gone. The 
rest is up to you. To find out m ore about Scooping, go to: w w w .scoopergen .co .uk 
or w w w .na tasham oorfie ld .co .uk (then go to the w ebpage “Natasha on Tour”)

TH A N ET BEER FESTIVAL

The Thanet Beer festival, held over the Easter Bank Holiday, is the largest beer 
festival in th is part of the country. Typica lly, the beer festiva l fea tures over 200 real 
ales and c iders along w ith  a continenta l bottled beer and fru it w ine stall.
Th is year there w ere  som e noticeable d if­
ferences from  previous festivals. First off 
w as the C A M R A  Fast Track queue. Th is 
m eant that C A M R A  m em bers w ere  d i­
rected into the venue through a d iffe rent 
route, avoiding previous years ’ queues. In 
fact w e ’d arrived in the beer hall before we 
w ere  even aware of it. The second m ajor 
change w as the opening up of the Q ueen ’s 
Hall, o ff the main beer hall. Th is had no 
music, so w as popu la r w ith  those festival 
goers who w ere  there fo r a few  beers and 
a good chat. Food had been m oved into 
the Q ueen ’s Hall, but getting it w a sn ’t as easy as it could have been w ith  some
long queues, p robab ly  caused by the change in food arrangem ents. Th is should be
fixed by the 2011 festival.

For those w ho w anted som e music, Hobo Jones and the Junkyard Dogs (skiffle 
punk/skunk rock) w ere  in ve ry  good fo rm , their songs including The Drunken Sailor 
and Jilted John, in wh ich  the line “G ordon is a m oron” w as m et by enthusiasm  from 
the audience. As to the beers, those that I tried w ere  all in good condition and o f­
fe red a w ide varie ty  of tastes and strengths. My beer of the festival: G add ’s Dber-
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hop, a lager-ale brew ed specia lly  fo r the festival by the Ram sgate Brewery. 
S ELEC TIN G  TH E  PUB O F TH E YEAR -  PART 1
As you w ill have seen above, the Berry in W a lm er has w on Branch Pub of the Year 
fo r the third tim e in succession. If you are wondering  how the se lection is m ade the 
fo llow ing tw o-part artic le  w ill take you through the process.

Step 1: The pub has to  be in the Good Beer Guide. For any pub to be eligible for 
P o T y  it m ust be in the current edition of the Good Beer Guide (G BG ), C A M R A ’s 
guide to the pubs serving the best cask ale th roughout the country, and also 
among those chosen fo r inclusion in the next edition. Each year selection fo r entry 
starts in January and continues th roughout the year, and involves co llecting beer 
qua lity  scores fo r the pubs in our branch (a topic that has been d iscussed on a 
num ber of occasions). The scores are subm itted by C A M R A  m em bers and are 
based on C A M R A ’s National Beer Scoring System  (NBSS), which rates ale qua lity  
from  0 (undrinkable) to 5 (superb condition). A t the end of the year, it is the top17 
highest scoring pubs, that have served consis ten tly  good qua lity  cask ale th rough­
out the year, which w ill be se lected to appear in the next edition of the G BG , to be 
published the fo llow ing Septem ber.

Step 2: Selecting the PO TY Candidates. From th is list of 17 pubs, the top 4 to 6
entries, that also appear in the current GBG, are se lected -  w hether 4, 5 or 6 de ­
pends on w ha t each pub has scored and how fa r apart those scores are. As it hap­
pens, in 2010 six pubs w ere  selected. If it seem s odd to base selection on beer

Gill & Pete welcome you to the
PLOUGH & 
HARROW
High Street, Bridge 

CT4 5LA 
Tel. 01227 830455 

Serving Shepherd Neame Master Brew plus Kent Best, 
Bishop's Finger or seasonal ale.

Mon Night - Chess, Tues Night - Bar Billiards 
Thurs Night - Darts, Fri Night - Pigeon Club & Crib 

Plasma Sky TV Heated paved smoking area at rear.
Function Room available with Catering Facilities.

Open Sun to Thurs 12 -11 pm, Friday 12 - 12, Saturday 11 - 11pm 
E-mail g illy .w ilson@ b tconn ect.com
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scores alone, when there are so m any other a ttribu tes of a pub to consider, 
C A M R A  believes that if a publican looks a fte r the cask beer then everyth ing else is 
like ly to receive the sam e care. So it is as good a p lace to start as any. W e now 
have our short list of candidates, and the second part of this artic le w ill cover the 
process of judging, and awarding the POTY.
A  SA TU R D A Y  BUS TR IP

The firs t socia l outing of the year saw us 
m eeting up at D unkerley’s in Deal fo r 
breakfast over a p int of S t Austell Tribute.
It looked like it w as going to be popu lar as
11 people arrived in the iffy w eather, and 
m ore people would jo in  us later on.

W e took the bus to W orth to call in at the 
Blue P igeons and the St. C rispin Inn. The 
Blue P igeons, one of three pubs w e were 
planning on visiting w h ich  has recently 
had a change of landlord, has also just 
undergone renovation, leaving the lounge 
bar a re laxed and com fortab le  place, or as landlady M arilyn describes it: “S habby 
ch ic ” . So w e settled dow n to a p int of Ruddles County and d iscussed the p lans fo r 
the day. Before the next bus som e of the group popped over to the St. C rispin fo r 
quick halves of G ales HSB and H arvey’s S ussex Best Bitter.

O ur next stage w as a qu ick stop in Sandw ich to change buses to head out to 
W oodnesborough and W ingham . W hile  waiting fo r the bus w e had suffic ien t tim e 
fo r a quick half. The m ajority  of the group  headed tow ards the Red Cow, w here 
M ark the landlord, has done w onders fo r the real ale quality . A  couple of us stuck 
our head around the doo r of the M arket Inn, S hep ’s only pub in Sandw ich. O ur next 
stop w as the Charity  Inn, W oodnesborough, the second pub w ith  a change of land­

lord, a lthough som e of the group stayed 
on the bus to go to the Anchor Inn, W ing- 
ham, to watch  foo tball on TV. On the bar 
of the Charity w as a great range of local 
beers from  the Ram sgate and W antsum  
breweries. It w as also tim e fo r something 
to eat so w e sat down to som e excellent 
food w ashed dow n w ith  G add ’s #7, and 
W antsum ’s Turbu lent Priest and 1381. 
On again to the Anchor Inn, the th ird pub 
w ith a change of landlord, w here  we 
drank London Pride and som e great Har­
ve y ’s S ussex Best Bitter.

A t this poin t w e started to retrace our steps -  sort of. W e stopped o ff at the C he­
quer Inn, Ash, w here w e w ere  treated to a very good p int of Purity’s Mad Goose, 
which w as m y Beer of the Day. From the C hequer Inn it w as tim e to head back to 
Deal. O ur u ltim ate destination w as the Berry, W a lm er, but w e had tim e to stop off
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T h e  O l d  C o a c h
D rinking and Eating House

H o r s e s

Varying selection o f Real Ales including 
Harvey’s Sussex, Adnams Bitter, Timothy Taylor Landlord, 

Badger, Wadworths 6X & Hop Back Summer Lightning
Opening Times 

Monday to Friday 1 1 .3 0  - 3 .0 0  5 .3 0  -1 1 .0 0
Saturday 1 1 .3 0  - 3 .0 0  6 .0 0  - 1 1 .0 0
Sunday 12 .0 0  - 4 .0 0  Closed

Food Served 12 .0 0 -2 .3 0  6 .3 0 -9 .3 0  Monday to  Friday
12 .0 0 -2 .0 0  6 .3 0 -9 .3 0  Saturday
12 .0 0 -2 .3 0  Sunday

Church Hill, Harbledown, Canterbury, Kent CT2 9AB
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at the M agnet in Upper Deal. This 
S hep ’s pub has recently been getting in 
the one-o ff brews from  S hep ’s m icro­
brewery. P ints of M aster Brew and the 
recently introduced and popular, A m ber 
Ale. A  couple  of us also took a qu ick look 
at the A dm ira l Keppel, wh ich  has re in tro ­
duced real ale. Good pints of Courage 
D irectors and Best B itter w ere  on offer. 
Eventually w e arrived at the Berry, but at 
th is point the author of th is article lost 
the p lot and stopped taking notes. A 
great day out w ith  good com pany and 

good beer. You can find out m ore about the social events the branch has o rgan­
ised at w w w .cam ra -dds.o rg .uk .

S tagecoach ’s Day Explorer. For our day out w e purchased Day Explorer tickets, 
which cost £5.50, and give unlim ited travel on S tagecoach ’s buses. It’s a fantastic 
w ay of getting around to the real ale pubs in our branch w ithout having to w orry  
about drinking and driving. So w ith a bus ticket in one hand and a few  tim etab les in 
the other you ’re all set fo r a great day out!

Kent CAMRA 
Beer Festival 2010 

22nd - 24th July

MERTON FARM, OFF NACKINGTON LANE, 
CANTERBURY, KENT CT4 7BA

Entrance to the Friday night session will be by advance ticket 
only. These will go on sale from June 1st -  By Post from: 42 
Orchard Street, Canterbury CT2 8AP (cheques payable to 

CAMRA Kent Beer Festival and enclose SAE)
In Person from: Gate Inn, Marshside, Unicorn Inn,
St Dunstan's Street, Canterbury, Wincheap Wines,

161, Wincheap, Canterbury, Railway Hotel, Preston Street, 
Faversham, The Chambers, Cheriton Place, Folkestone. 

All sessions except Friday evening free entry to card-carrying 
CAMRA members.

K
E
N
7
B E E R
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RAMBLINGS 
& RUMBLINGS

Sat 2 Jan -  8 Bells: G adds 7 & Dark C onspiracy (excellent). Sun 3 Jan -  Edward 
VII: B lack sheep; Boar’s Head: Young s Bitter. Fri 15 Jan -  Crown Finglesham:
G olden Braid, W h it Native, Harveys Best. Fri a fternoon ‘early b ird ’ session, £2 a 
pint, good am bience! Tues 19 Jan -  Park Inn: Purity M ad Goose, SF, Broadside; 
Blakes: Skinners Best , W antsum  Fortitude, Harveys Best. Mon 25 Jan -  Phoe­
nix: (Inadvertent) Burns night in Faversham ! Harveys Best, (have tasted better!) 
Landlord. Anchor: Sheps beers in good nick -  Late Red , A m ber Ale , SF. Lead­
ing Light: nice p int of Caledonian Old A cqua in tance + others

Tues 9 Feb -  Jackdaw: W herry, Harveys Best, Broadside, SF. V ery quie t lunch­
tim e but good w e lcom ing a tm osphere. Luckily got back before next lot of snow. 
Sun 14 Jan -  Plough Ripple: Sheps Jack, LP, ESB, OSH. Pub alm ost crow ded 
Sun pm. Lunchers just leaving and another group watch ing rugby. Good sunny 
day. Had hoped to w a lk  from  W a lm er through snow y fie lds, but thaw  now set in -  
norm al mud resum ed. Yuk! Mon 15 Feb -  Red Cow: Young 's Special, S t Austell 
Tribute, HSD, Bass, LL. Nothing like a branch m eeting to liven th ings up, though a 
few  regulars in too. Tues 16 Feb -  Ship, Deal: G adds 80/- (particu la rly  good), 
Gadds, Seasider, Dark S tar Hophead, Deuchars IPA. V ery qu ie t m id afternoon, 
guest £3 I th ink but o ther beers around £2-50. Finding note pinned on Prince A lbert 
door 'Sorry, on holiday til M arch', adjourned to Saracens: Jack (excellent), MB, SF. 
Wed 17 Feb -  Fox: Roosters Huntsm an, Deuchars IPA, Abbot. S urpris ing ly lively 
fo r W ed eve football, new faces w e lcom e. Sat 20 Feb -  Berry Festival: Old Mill 
B londe Bom bshell, Toons Indulgence, 1648 S ignature, Ham m erpot M adgw ick 
Gold, O ssett W arhorse, etc. Excellent festival, just about right num bers turning up, 
but at th is  tim e of year when outside area is precluded, w ill struggle to fit in m any 
m ore people! So is the fu ture  tickets or queu ing? How annoying that real a le ’s be­
com ing so popular!

Sun 21 Feb -  Louis A: S krim shander, Cottage Interceptor. Good crow d in for Sun­
day evening music, superio r perfo rm ance from  Djangles, less oom ph and m ore 
subtle ty than usual. Tues 23 Feb - Samuel Peto: Nelson Friggin, Ruddles Best, 
A bbo t + others. Wed 24 Feb -  Railway Bell: Sharps Doom Bar, Harveys Best . 
Harveys on special o ffe r at £2-50. P leasant restaurant and good food. Fox: 
Deuchars IPA, Snaith O ld Mill Blond Bom bshell, Abbot, Cottage interceptor. Quiet, 
m ine hosts on holiday m aybe. Thurs 25 Feb -  Blakes: Purity Mad goose, Harveys 
Best. G ood score fo r ‘Mad G oose ’, going fo r £2 a pint! Nice to see a few  d iners in 
at lunchtim e, bringing a bit of life in! Fri 26 Feb -  Berry: New by W yke  Kingston 
Topaz, Potbelly Inner Faze, Harveys best, G ra instore 1050, W antsum  Hengist. 
Now open all day Friday I hear. Tem ptation  to stay fo r hours, but saved by bus to 
Dover at 13.45 again! Sat 27 Feb -  Stagecoach Bus Trip. Blue Pigeons: Rud­
d les County. First v is it since revam p, quite im pressive, interesting new old fash ­
ioned style, back bar unchanged. Surprised to see only one real ale but on reflec-
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Dan welcomes you to

THE LEATHER BOTTLE
FREEHOUSE 

Great Mongeham, Deal CT14 9PE 
01304 375931 

Newly refurbished.
Fine Ales & Lagers, Beer Garden, Sky Sports. 

Beer bargains every Sunday.
Euchre nights every Friday.

New ale range with two cask ales available 
from a variety of regional brewers.

Open
Mon to Fri 5pm to 11pm
Sat Noon to 11 pm
Sun Noon to 9pm

Charlton Green, Dover CT16 2PS 
Tel 01304 202899

Beautiful beer garden and heated smoking Gazebo 
Open all day every day 

Harvey's Sussex Best & Charles Wells Bombardier served
Sky Sports + ESPN

U  Food served 12-2pm

The Village Pub next door to Dover’s Town Centre
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tion, there w ere  p robab ly  too m any before. St. Crispin: Harveys Best, SF, G ales 
HSB. As a lways cosy and w elcom ing, just beginn ing to fill up w ith  lunchers. Mar­
ket: Sheps A m ber ale, MB. Sacrilege to have on ly 20 m ins to pass th rough S and­
w ich -  spoilt fo r choice as usual! Charity: W antsum  1381, G adds 7, G adds Sea- 
sider. A nother revam p, good w elcom ing pub, and prices too! Chequer Inn: Purity 
G oose, G KIPA, Old Rosie. A  few  in before us, so w orth  staying open on a w in ter's  
afternoon. And fo r people like me who get hungry at tea-tim e, good to know  that 
p izzas a lw ays available!

Mon 01 Mar -  Blakes: Purity Goose, A dnam s bitter. C rept in expecting to be only 
one there, but w ha t a busy crow d fo r Monday! All sorts of people seem ed to have 
d iscovered that th is w as the p lace to be. Sun 07 Mar -  Archer: B rakspear bitter. 
S oaked up by tasty pizza! (prepared by genuine Italian, I later found out!). Sat 13 
Mar -  Archer: G KIPA. B rakspear just run out -  p ity as I needed som ething m ore 
substantia l than IPA to w ash down another C he lsea thrashing of W est Ham! Mon 
15 Mar -  3 Cups: Theakston Hogshead, Exm oor Fox, Courage Best. N ice beer. 
First ever branch m eeting here. Tues 16 Mar -  Chance: Harveys Best. And an old 
juke  box wh ich  even I can work! Wed 17 Mar -  Fleur: Cottage MM Norm an C on­
quest, G KIPA. Fox: W arw icksh ire  Ffiagra, A dnam s Stout, B roadside, Deuchars 
IPA, Abbot. Fri 19 Mar -  Duke of York: No real ale. W ell, som eone had to check it 
out! Quite busy Fri lunchtim e, p leasant am bience and decor. One handpum p 
turned round but d id n ’t find out w ha t or why. No-one serving at bar resp lendent 
w ith keg and lager founts, and long queue at food servery, so did not deta in  m yself 
further.
Sat 20 Mar -  Coach & Horses: G KIPA. Now one so litary handpum p, contents 
served in a Greene King glass, ‘brew ing perfection ’ under the logo! But it d idn ’t 
taste like the nondescript IPA w e know and love. W as it som ething com ple te ly  d if­
ferent? O r m aybe a special one-off brew  fo r CAM R A Nat Exec? Nice enough 
place, good se lection of food. Proceeded via m arshland path, often im passable in 
w in te r because too w et, and in sum m er due to b lockage by bram bles etc., to 
Crown Finglesham: W antsum  Black Pig, Daleside Spring Frenzy, Bushels Cider. 
Bar custom ers few  and fa r between a fte r 2pm but p lenty of d iners in evidence, or 
m ore likely ‘dese rte rs ’ by th is stage. Mon 22 Mar -  Cat & Custard Pot: Am ber Ale, 
MB. A  few  people in Mon lunchtim e. Landlady p leased to have com e through Jan 
and Feb. But ‘been here 33 years so not too w o rrie d ’ Tues 23 Mar -  Hope 
Lydden: W ychw ood Paddy’s S tout , B iddenden C ider. Quite a young crow d in fo r 
quiz night. White Horse: G adds 7, Loddon Ferrym an, Beartown Ruin. Fairly live ly 
m id-evening. G roup of about 30 in back bar, re tirem ent party? -  just w a lked  in off 
the street and drank all the TT Landlord! Wed 24 Mar -  Chequer Inn: Black Sheep 
bitter, G KIPA, B iddenden ’s. Good few  in at lunchtim e, both eaters and drinkers. 
Notices on w a lls  public is ing range of pub events. A lw ays seem s to be som ething 
going on! Fri 26 Mar -  Berry: Dark S tar Am erican Pale (extrem ely good), W a n t­
sum Black Pig, Frome March M adness, Scottish Spring M ist, Harveys Best, G adds 
Conspiracy, East S tour M edium , Thatchers Heritage, W estons Country Perry. A 
few  in at ‘tea tim e ’ to jus tify  a ll-day Fri opening. T w o-day old M aster Henry Steven, 
son of Chris and Harriet took it all in his stride! Sat 27 Mar -  Crown Eythorne: SF, 
Directors, G KIPA. Beer List on B lackboard p rocla im ed ‘Adnam s Broadside, W ood- 
fo rde W herry  and S p itfire ’ Ah well, they got one right!
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Real A le  & C ider 
Festival

atthe
Kent & East Sussex Railway 
Tenterden Town Station 

Station Road 
Tenterden 

Kent 
TN30 6HE

Friday 11th June from 6pm - 10.30pm (admission limited 
to 150 people only, so come early to gain entry) there 

will be an admission charge for non CAMRA and 
KESR members 

and
Saturday 12th June from 11.00 am - 10.30pm (or until

the beer runs out)

Admission Charges
If you wish to attend the festival only, you will need to purchase a

platform ticket.
Free entry  is available to card carrying CAMRA members, in addi­
tion card carrying CAMRA members can purchase a rover t icket on

the day at a discount.

Festival Information
Real ales and cider available on some train departures 

from 10.40 am.
A range of real ales, ciders and perry.

Food available on Friday evening and on Saturday all day into the
evening.

Entertainment at the Festival
Friday evening is a quiet session (no music)

On Saturday afternoon and evening there will be live music along
with Morris Dancers.

A televis ion on site will be screening the World Cup football match
on Saturday evening.

Families Welcome Camping at the Festival
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Kent Small Brewery News
By Roger Marples

P&DJ G oacher-Tovil, M aidstone 01622 682112
G oacher’s O ld has been se lected fo r the next C A M R A  national W in ter A les 
Festival. It is expected that the S tout w ill be replaced by S ilver S tar again, th is 
Sum m er.
Hopdaem on Brew ery, New nham  01795 892078
hopdaem on@ supranet.com
Tonie is w ork ing  fla t out, as usual. There w ill be a report on m y recent v is it to 
Hopdaem on in our S um m er Edition
Nelson Brew ery, Chatham  01843 832828
sa les@ nelsonbrew ingcom pany.co .uk 
No inform ation at the present tim e.

Ram sgate  Brew ery, B roadstairs  01843 580037
in fo@ ram sgatebrew ery.co .uk
Ram sgate has increased in size by 300% , on the sam e site. The old b rew ery w as 
decom m issioned and com ple te ly  closed down, and the new brew ery w as installed 
and com m issioned w ithout the supp ly of beer to local public houses being a ffected. 
O bviously no mean feat. To quote Eddie G add, "The new brew ery has exceeded 
m y expecta tions regarding efficiency, fun and flavou r” . D ragon ’s Blood w as out in 
tim e fo r St. G eorges Day and Thorough ly  M odern M ild w ill be out in May. Th is w ill 
be fo llowed by Doctor S unsh ine ’s Specia l Friendly A le. Eddie ’s Uberhop featured 
at the P lanet Thanet Beer Festival over Easter (see Tony's Tappings), and w on the 
beer of the festival award. Having tasted th is excellen t brew , I can understand why.

W antsum  Brew ery, Hersden 0845 0405980
w antsum brew ery@ googlem ail.com  
As m entioned e lsewhere, W antsum  Hengist won 
Beer of the Festival at th is years W hite  C liffs 
Festival of W in ter A les, and in April Branch 
m em bers visited the b rew ery to present Jam es 
Sandy w ith  his ve ry  first award. Th is new brew ery 
is a lready expanding, as sales have increased, and 
Jam es has jus t installed a new refrigeration unit 
and a th ird ferm enting vessel. The b rew ery becam e 
a lim ited com pany on 1st April. A  recent beer 
festival at The G eorge and Dragon at Fordw ich 
w as a great success and featured no less than five 
W antsum  beers. A  new beer, yet to be nam ed, w ill 
be produced fo r May.

Page 25

mailto:hopdaemon@supranet.com
mailto:sales@nelsonbrewingcompany.co.uk
mailto:info@ramsgatebrewery.co.uk
mailto:wantsumbrewery@googlemail.com


W esterham  Brew ery, Crockham  Hill, Edenbridge 01732 864427
sa les@ w esterham brew ery.co .uk
The last piece of equipm ent in the current upgrading of the brewery, has jus t been 
installed. Th is w as a new m alt mill, and a grant w as obta ined from  SeedA towards 
th is installa tion. The bottled beer that is specia lly  brew ed fo r the National Trust, but 
also availab le  through the brew ery, V ice roy India Pale A le w as se lected by Roger 
Protz in the Independent newspaper, as one of the Top 10 bottled beers. Each 
month, from  March to O ctober, W esterham  Brew ery is producing a single hop 
varie ta l beer using only Kent hops. March w as W G V , and April w as Bram ling 
Cross. In M ay they w ill produce Cascade, a hop norm ally associated w ith  the USA, 
but g row n by Tony Redsell at China Farm, Harbledown. " W ill it hit the high notes 
of Y akim a grown C ascade?” , asks Robert W icks. I can confirm  that flo ra l taste  is 
ve ry  m uch in the characte r of these hops.
W hitstab le  Brew ery, G rafty  G reen 01622 851007
w hits tab lebrew ery@ btconnect.com
The new 3.8%  beer Faversham  C reek is proving ve ry  popular, if the first two brews 
are anything to go by. O rig ina lly  brew ed as a seasonal beer, if sales w arran t it, the 
beer w ill go into regular production. However, the main news is that there is a good 
possib ility  that W h its tab le  Brew ery will, at last, brew  a mild. This should be on sale 
fo r C A M R A ’s "M ake M ay a Mild M onth” cam paign. It is p lanned that the beer w ill be 
3.7%  - 3.8% .

Roger Marptes

The Fox
High Street Temple Ewell, Tel 01304 823598

Steve & Alyson would like to welcome you to The Fox 
Open for lunch 12-2 and dinner 7-9

Opening hours 11.30-3.30 6-11 Mon to Sat 
12-4 & 7-11 Sunday

Sunday Carvery 2 courses £8.95 Please book
DEAL, DOVER & SA N D W IC H  CAMRA BRANCH

PUB OF THE YEAR 2005

Listed in the 2010 CAMRA Good Beer Guide

Small parties catered for. Play area. Children welcome
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Andrew, Sarah & Kevin 
Welcome you to

T h e  L u d d e n  B e M
81 Canterbury Road 

Lydden 
Kent CT15 7EX 

Tel. 01304 830296

Excellent Food 
Warm & Friendly atmosphere 
Cask Ales always available 

(Green King IPA, Old Speckled Hen & Guest Ale) 
Secluded Garden

Lunches served 12 - 3pm Mon to Sat 
Sunday Lunch 12 - 4pm 

Evening Meals 6.30 - 10pm Mon to Sat 
Book Early to avoid disappointment 

Business Lunches, Birthdays & all special occasions catered for 
No Smoking Throughout
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The National News

C om m unity  Pubs In itiative
In M arch Pubs M inister, John Healey 
a n n o u n c e d  a n e w  p a c k a g e  o f 
m easures designed to help com m unity 
pubs. There w ill be £3.3 m illion of 
business support to m ake pubs more 
successfu l and help com m unities buy 
into struggling pubs to keep them 
running. Beer ties w ill be relaxed w ith 
land lords able to add local a les to the ir 
norm al stock, and a consu lta tion  is 
underw ay on proposa ls to cut the 
requ irem ent fo r m usic licences in 
certain  venues. Restrictive covenants 
w ill be banned, and the planning 
system  w ill have additional pow ers to 
intervene before a pub is dem olished, 
and to a llow  pubs to branch out the ir 
business into new com m ercia l ventures 
w ith o u t p la n n ing  p e rm iss io n . A nd 
landlords w ill have d irect access to 
specia lis t, ta ilo red  bus iness advice 
through ‘Pub is the H ub ’, wh ich  w ill 
receive G overnm ent funding of over 
£1m to ensure that the group act as a 
specia list firs t-s top  shop fo r advice on 
business support and d ivers ifica tion .

Th is m igh t of course  all change  
depending on the result of the genera l 
e lection, and in any case A lis ta ir 
Darling's budget has left som e doubt as 
to  th e  e x te n t  o f th e  L a b o u r  
G o v e rn m e n t's  c o m m itm e n t to the 
cause of com m unity pubs. (see Page 4 
and Channel V iew).

O FT Takes Second Look at T ie
Following C A M R A 's appeal the O ffice 
of Fair T rading has decided to take a 
second look at the im pact of the beer

By Martin Atkins

tie wh ich  C A M R A  m ainta ins has an 
adverse a ffect on custom ers. In itially in 
response to C A M R A 's super com plain t 
the O FT had decided that there w as no 
adverse effect. M eanwhile C A M R A  has 
agreed to stay its appeal until August 
1st. C A M R A  a rg u e s  th a t  a n t i ­
com petitive practices are inflating beer 
prices by around 50 pence a pint, 
re s tr ic t in g  c o n s u m e r c h o ic e  and  
leading to serious under-investm ent in 
the nation 's pubs.

M agnet Loses Its A ttraction
John Sm ith 's fam ous M agnet B itter is 
no m ore. Its new  ow ners  Dutch 
international brew ing g ian t Heineken, 
who acqu ired  the beer w ith  the ir 
takeover of Scottish Courage in 2008, 
de-listed the beer at the end of last 
year. Renowned fo r its nutty flavour, 
and to many, a m ore substantia l beer 
than John Sm ith 's standard bitter, sales 
had been declin ing fo r som e tim e, with 
of late production contracted out, its 
final hom e being at C am erons of 
Hartlepool. A  spokesm an fo r Heineken 
stated that its sales w ere  fa lling, it w as 
available in less than 100 outlets, and it 
w as no longer possible  to guarantee its 
quality. Form er national d irecto r John 
Holland com m ented, "If 100 outle ts are 
really needed fo r a beer to survive even 
when it is being contract brewed, it 
would be ve ry  worry ing  if o ther sm aller 
b r e w e r ie s  fo l lo w e d  th e  s a m  e 
po licy.” (See Last Knockings)

T etley  Back in th e  Saddle
By contrast, despite  doubt hanging 
over the future of the Leeds Brewery, 
Tetley 's ow ners Carlsberg UK, are
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throw ing the ir w e igh t behind the brand. 
W hether influenced by the additional 
support fo r hunting since the ban a few  
years ago, a total d isregard fo r PC 
considera tions, or jus t a belief in 
tradition, the Huntsm an em blem  will be 
m aking a return as the brand im age on 
all m arketing of the cask brew.

M P's B ack CA M R A
P a r l ia m  e n t 's  in f lu e n t ia l  H e a lth  
Com m ittee  has backed C A M R A  by 
calling fo r a m inim um  price fo r a lcohol 
and an end to superm arket cut-price 
offers. It says there should be a 
m inim um  price of 50 pence a unit. Th is 
would help trad itiona l pubs and reduce 
binge drinking. It a lso w ants reduced 
duty on drinks w ith  A B V  below  2.8%, 
increased duty on spirits and industria l 
white cider, and a tighten ing of contro ls 
on prom otions. However, w h ile  Hom e 
S ecre tary Alan Johnson says he w ill 
ban 'irrespons ib le ' p rom otions and 
drinking gam es in on-licensed prem ises 
from  April, both the G overnm ent and 
the Conservative  opposition are fighting 
shy of m inimum  pricing -  the latter's 
p lanned restric tions if e lected running 
to a ban on cut price prom otions, 
increased tax on super strength lagers 
and a levy on shops and bars w ith  late 
night opening. Describ ing it as a 
m issed opportun ity, C A M R A 's Head of 
Policy and Public A ffa irs, Jonathan 
M a i l , s p e a k i n g b e f o re  t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t o f Jo hn  H e a le y 's  
initiative (outlined above), com m ented: 
"W hat the G overnm en t should  be 
focussing on is draw ing up a fram ew ork 
of support fo r well run com m unity  pubs, 
and addressing the d isparity  between 
superm arket and pub a lcohol p rices.” A 
m inim um  price per unit wou ld  benefit 
com m unity pubs by curb ing the below- 
cost selling of a lcohol by superm arkets, 
he said.

Cham pion Porter

S uprem e cham p ion  at th is  year's  
National W in ter A les Festival as overall 
gold m edal w inne r w as 1872 porter 
from  the Elland Brewery. A t 6.5%  ABV, 
its description  runs, "a cream y, full 
flavoured porter, w ith  rich liquorice 
flavours and a hint of chocola te  from  
roast malt, and a soft but satisfying 
after-taste  of b ittersw eet roast and 
m alt” . S ilver w en t to B reconshire 's 
Ram blers Ruin and bronze to Acorn 's 
G orlovka Im perial S tout. Both the 1872 
porte r and G orlovka Im perial S tout 
fea tu red  at our own W h ite  C liffs  
Festival of W in ter A les as d id Black 
Bear from  Beartown of Cheshire which 
won bronze in the old ales and strong 
m ilds d ivision.

K elham  Island Success
For the second year running Sheffie ld 's 
Ke lham  Is land  T a ve rn  has been 
chosen as C A M R A  National Pub of the 
Year, the firs t tim e that any pub has 
won the p restig ious title  in successive 
years. O nly two other pubs have won 
the title  tw ice -  the Fat Cat, Norw ich 
and the Swan, Little Totham , Essex. 
Runners up th is year w ere  the Royal 
O ak, W an tage ; the C row n Hotel, 
W orth ing ton , M anches te r; and the 
Royal Oak, W est Sussex. Current 
ow ners  T re vo r W ra ith  and Lew is 
Gonda took over the Kelham Island 
Tavern in 2002 and, despite  being 
flooded in 2007, w ith in  a coup le  of 
years had m ade the pub national 
cham pion. Form erly ca lled the W hite  
Hart it once sold local S tones beers to 
w orkers from  the m any sm all foundries 
and factories in the area. Today it is a 
ve ry  d iffe ren t p lace. M ost of the 
industry has gone and m any of the old 
build ings converted  to residentia l use, 
w ith custom  now drawn from  a much 
w ider area. Up to a dozen real a les are
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available, m ain ly from  m icros, plus a 
couple of ciders.

Alcohol C onsum ption  Down

Recent data from  the O ffice of National 
S tatistics suggests that ra ther than 
exp lod ing  out of co n tro l, a lcoho l 
consum ption  in Brita in  is actua lly  
declin ing, or is at least m ore or less 
s ta tic . C o m p are d  to 1992, those  
drinking over the recom m ended safe ly 
lim its (21 units a w eek fo r men and 14 
a w eek fo r w om en), the G overnm ent's 
particu la r area of concern, appears 
actually  to have fa llen, fo r both men 
and w om en: peak consum ption  w as in 
2000, a fte r which there has been a 
s te a dy  d ec lin e . For to ta l a lcoho l 
consum ption, ca lcu la ted  from  retail 
sales, the average sale per adult was 
11.09 litres in 2001/2002 and 11.53 
litres in 2007/2008, an increase of less 
than 4% . Again wh ile  a lcohol related 
deaths have shown a m arked increase,

a lm ost doubling since 1992, m ost of 
the increase  occu rred  during  the 
1990s, a fte r wh ich  there has been a 
d istinct fla tten ing off. A lcohol related 
d isease has also risen fast but from  a 
low base, and is probab ly no reflection 
of drinking habits since 2000. In fact 
the levels of both d isease and death 
m ight have m ore to do w ith  life styles 
adopted th irty  or fo rty  years ago rather 
than current behaviour. W hat, however, 
does seem to be indisputable is the 
attitude of the public, o r at least a 
s e c t io n  o f it, to w a rd s  g e t t in g  
ostentatiously drunk. W hether there is 
a c tu a lly  m ore  d ru n k e n n e s s  is a 
d iffe rent m atter.
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THE UNICORN
Bekesbourne Hill 

Bekesbourne 
Canterbury, Kent CT4 5ED 

Tele: 01227 830210
www.pubunicorn.com 

om Bekesbourne Station - one stop 
from Canterbury East) 
and Shirley welcome you

• Serving only Kentish ales
• Home-cooked quality food using fresh local produce
• 1st Monday of every month - Curry Night (booked only)
• Tuesday Nights - Steak Specials
• Wednesday Nights - Quiz
• Thursday Night - Games Night (Summer months Bat &Trap)
• Sunday Nights - Folk and acoustic music

M ike  & Ena would like to  welcome you to  the

T h e  K i n g s  H e a d
204 Wincheap, Canterbury, Kent, C T I 3RY 

Tel & Fax 01227 462885
Friendly traditional 15th century oak beamed inn 

CAMRA 2010 Good Beer Guide Entry — 3 Star En-Suite Bed & Breakfast 
W ide range of snacks and meals served lunchtimes and evenings — Sunday Roast

Real A les - Harveys Sussex Best - Greene King IP A  - plus Guest Beer 
Goachers, W esterham  & O ld Dairy regularly available

Selection of pub games plus darts and bar billiards — Bat & Trap pitch 
Sky Sports - Secluded outdoor drinking area at rear - Heated smoking shelter 

Available for small functions and meetings 
Close to the city centre and Canterbury East Railway Station - Public car park nearby

Open Mon - Thur 12 till 2.30 and 4.45 till 12 
Friday and Saturday 12 till 12 -  Sunday 12 till 11.30

Email: thekingshead@wincheap.wanadoo.co.uk 
h ttp :/  /  www.sm oothhound.co.uk/hotels/ thekingshead.html
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A  re They Really  Listening ?

"Today is a ve ry  good d a y !” said 
C A M R A  Chief Executive M ike Benner, 
fo llow ing the announcem ent of Pubs 
M in ister John Healey's pub package on 
M arch 19th (see Page 4). Unfortunately 
the news does not appear to have been 
com m unicated to our beloved C hance l­
lor. O ur g lo rious new dawn lasted just 
five days; until that is, A lis ta ir Darling's 
p re -e lec tion  budget, w hen his size 
tw elves booted considera tion  of pubs 
and real ale back into the long grass. 
W hat his G overnm ent g iveth w ith  one 
hand, it like ly taketh away w ith  the o th e r.

W hat w as the point of John Healey's 
deta iled and fa r ranging initiative, if one 
of the g reatest th reats to the pub, the 
high cost of beer, is a llowed to go its 
own sweet w ay? W e understand that his 
p roposals cam e about as a d irect in­
struction from  Gordon Brown. So w as 
th is just a reaffirm ation of the cyn ic 's  
point of v iew  that, w ith  an e lection loom ­
ing, governm ents w ill p rom ise a lm ost 
anything, or did the C hance llo r have his 
own agenda? W e have speculated be­
fore that he appears no friend of the 
public house: "Nasty, unruly places, full 
of subversive chat and irreverence. 
Much bette r have people snoozing in 
front of the ir te levis ions, receptive fo r the 
sound b ite .”

W hether accurate or not, one m ight be 
forg iven the im pression that since be ­
com ing C hance llo r he has d isp layed a 
certain  v ind ic tiveness tow ards the pub. 
During his ten years as Chance llo r 
Gordon Brown wou ld  regularly add 'a

penny a pint' to beer duty, interpreted 
as anything up to 5p at the bar. A lis ta ir 
Darling, from  his debut budget in 2008, 
has had the pint in the pub firm ly 
strapped to the rack, his firs t turn of the 
screw  seeing not a 1p increase, but 4p, 
backed up by a pro jected annual 2% 
above inflation rise, fo r the next four 
years .

His argum ent in favour of sw ingeing 
increases on a lcohol du ty  a lw ays de ­
rived largely from  the fact that h istori­
ca lly  it is ve ry  cheap, and in the off- 
trade it is. W hat, as w e all know, is not 
h istorically  cheap is the price of beer in 
the pub, but th is never seem ed of con­
cern, a lthough lobbying by C A M R A  and 
the industry can not have left him un­
aware of the fact. Fo r w ha tever reason 
he has a lw ays appeared unable, or 
unw illing, to d iffe rentiate  the two, a l­
though they d iffe r s ign ificantly  -  a su­
perm arket, if it so w ishes, can o ffse t a 
duty increase against its m any other 
product lines, a public house, w ith 
probab ly on ly food as an a lternative 
source of incom e, is fo rced to bear its 
full weight.

O f course, by the tim e you read th is 
A lis ta ir Darling's reign as Chance llo r 
m ight well be a th ing of the past. H ow ­
ever w e should not necessarily  env is­
age any g rea te r benevolence from  a 
C onservative adm inistra tion. W ith  the 
exception of the above som ewhat 
doubtfu l in itiative, and a few  rather 
vague m anifesto references, the lead­
ership of neither m ajo r party appears to 
show m ore than scant regard fo r the 
public house, preferring instead to rely
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on the increasingly d iscredited  ph iloso­
phy of m arket knows best. And yet it is 
a cu ltura l icon. Ted Tuppen, head of 
pubco Enterprise has described the 
British pub as one of the w orld 's  great 
brands, and w ha t ta le of m odern life 
does not at som e point in the narrative 
end up inside one? - soaps wou ld  be 
im possible.

W h ichever party, o r com bination  of 
parties, ends up running th is country, in 
future w e need specific policies in sup­
port of the public house. As Hilaire Bel­
loc fam ously  said: "W hen you have lost 
your inns then drown your sorry selves, 
fo r you w ill have lost the last of Eng­
land.”

Nothing Like the  Sun

In recent issues w e have reported on 
the Sun at Leintwardine in H ere ford­
shire, and the attem pts (so fa r success­
ful) to keep the pub going fo llow ing the 
death last year of its long tim e landlady 
and ow ner Flossie Lane. Devoted to 
good beer and good conversation  one 
m ight imagine that its location on the 
W elsh borders, w as part of a rural 
backw ater, suffic iently  d istant from  ur­
ban Britain to a llow  fo r the existence of 
any num ber of such down to earth and 
traditiona l institutions. Not so at all, the 
area is in fact renowned fo r its fash ion­
able w atering holes and gastronom ic 
experiences. Brian V iner, w riting in the 
Independent in February, described 
one such: the Bell at Yarpole not ten 
m iles in d istance from  Leintwardine, but 
1,000 or m ore in style. For a w h ile  its 
cuisine m atched anything on o ffe r from 
the w este rn  w orld 's  m ost prestig ious 
caterers. A t New Year, a party of 
"m etropolitan soph is tica tes” declared 
that "the lunch could scarce ly have 
been bette red ,” and "one of the start­
ers, a cassou le t ra ther racily served in

a Kilner jar, actua lly  d raw  oohs and 
aahs.”

Unfortunately fo r local foodies the p ro ­
prie tors shortly  a fte r re located to Lon­
don, a lthough sadly fo r those w ho ap­
preciate the likes of the Sun, w e are 
re liably inform ed that the loca lity has 
p lenty of o ther opportun ities fo r "top- 
notch pub g rub .” A  century  or so ago 
the w eary p loughm an, w arm ing him self 
by the pub fire a fte r a day in the w et 
and cold, wou ld  p robab ly  have thought 
a cassou le t to be som e new-fangled 
breed of gam e bird, and top-notch pub 
grub, bread and cheese and pickled 
onions: and in truth, accom panied by a 
pint of b itter the latter can scarce ly be 
bettered. V ery possib ly too, there  m ight 
also have been oohs and aahs, but in 
his case not from  the titilla tion of taste 
buds but, as he eased h im self into a 
chair, from  the consequences of back­
breaking work.

Today w e are w e ll acquainted w ith  such 
lives. T hey are set out in detail in books 
such as C ider w ith  Rosie; on TV  in se­
ries like the BBC production, Lark Rise 
to Candleford; and in num erous other 
reco llections of tim es past, fo r which 
m odern socie ty w ou ld  seem to have an
insatiable appe tite .....so long, that is,
that they are confined to the other side 
of a TV  screen, between the covers of a 
book, or sepia toned photos on the pub 
wall. In actua lity  too often the p re fe r­
ence is fo r fancy names, pretentious 
venues and the judgem ent of the co m ­
pilers of food guides. One w onders if, a 
hundred years hence, the do ings of 
early 21st century  new spaper co lu m ­
nists and the ir cronies, w ill genera te  as 
much interest as those of the ir fo re ­
bears a hundred years earlier.
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UNSPOILT PUBS
Roger Marples searches for un-modernised pubs

T here are ve ry  few  public houses that have not been m odernised, or changed in 
som e way, over the last th irty  to fo rty  years. The rate of change has gained 

m om entum  over recent years, w ith  the increasing interference in our lives by local, 
national and EU governm ents. However, there are a few  re la tive ly unspoilt exam ­
ples scattered around the country, and fo r the last tw en ty odd years I have made 
an annual autum nal v is it to a selection of these.

In late O ctober four of us set out on our 2009 
trip. O ur firs t scheduled port of call w as The 
B lack Horse in Checkendon, O xfordshire.
W hen I firs t v is ited  th is rural haven it w as part 
of a working farm  and the e lderly  m atriarch 
looked a fte r the retailing of B rakspear’s beers 
to farm  w orkers and v is ito rs  alike. The beer 
w as d ispensed d irect from  the cask, in the 
ad jacent ground floor “ce lla r” , and as the 
land lady w as ve ry  fra il and could only serve 
one pint at a tim e, w e w ere  asked to go and serve ourse lves. Unfortunately, th is 
lovely old lady is no longer w ith  us and handpum ps have been installed selling ex­
ce llent beers from  the local W est Berkshire brewery. The sam e fam ily are still in 
contro l, and m ainta in an air of tranqu illity  about th is isolated old build ing in a sylvan 
setting.

Som e th irty m inutes aw ay lies The Bell at A ldw orth , a ve ry  old pub w ith  period fu r­
niture, open fires, and a sm allho ld ing at the back of the car park. A  thriving bus i­
ness, it has been in the sam e fam ily  fo r 200 years, and the landlord, a keen pipe 
sm oker and no fan of the anti-sm oking law, and his w ife , m ingle and chat w ith  the 
custom ers. W hen w e visited, the place w as overflow ing w ith  sports and four wheel 
drive cars, and w earers of w a x  jacke ts  who w ere  eating the ve ry  tasty  filled rolls. 
The beers w ere  again from  W est Berkshire B rew ery and reasonab ly priced.

A fter booking into accom m odation  in C irencester, w e set out, by taxi (in o rder that 
the d a y ’s d rive r m ight drink) to The Red Lion at A m pney St. Peter in G louceste r­
shire. Hours of opening are restricted (6-8pm  M on-Thur, 6-10pm  Fri & Sat and 12­
2.30 Sun). The main drinking room has no bar, jus t one long tab le  surrounded by 
benches and seats. There  is an open fire and not a lot of room , but the a tm osphere 
is friend ly  and cosy, and conversation  flows. Incongruously, the beer com es all the 
w ay from  Yorkshire, and is well kept T im othy T ay lo r’s Landlord and Golden Best, 
and is de livered from  two pum ps in the corner of the room . Unfortunately, as the 
Landlord advances in years, there is a like lihood that he m ight retire, thus making 
the fu ture of The Red Lion uncerta in. V isit it w h ils t you can.

A fter a hearty breakfast, and change of driver, w e set out fo r Cauldon in North S ta f­
fordshire, and The Yew  Tree. To say that it is d iffe ren t would be understating a
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point. It is located on the fringes of the Peak Dis­
trict National Park, jus t above a cem ent works 
and next to a large yew  tree, on the edge of a 
small v illage. 300 odd years old, it is cram m ed 
w ith interesting artefacts, including a large co llec­
tion of working polyphones, a p ianola, clocks, a 
thunder box, a serpent (of the m usical variety) 
and the A cm e Patent Dog Carrier. Th is  rem ark­
able p iece of equ ipm ent com prising a m uzzle to 
go over the d og ’s head, jo ined to a v ic ious look­
ing spike to be inserted into the d og ’s rectum , com plete w ith a carrying handle, 
should perhaps not be taken too seriously. On arriva l at 11.00, there w as a person 
hiding behind a paper in the bar, w h ich  to our surprise proved to be C hristopher 
Excell, a fe llow  C A M R A  m em ber from  Ashford who had travelled up to Derby the 
previous day. The beers on sale w ere  the hoppy Burton Bridge Bitter, Mild from  
Coachouse Brew ery and, the once great, D raught Bass. Pork pies, wh ich  com e in 
norm al and huge sizes, w ere  in dem and. A fte r a short stop fo r som e Leather- 
b reaches b itte r at The G reen Man & B lack’s Head in A shbourne, w e dropped off 
the car in M atlock, Derbyshire, booked into our accom m odation , and took a short 
bus jou rney to Bakewell fo r com estib les and som e Thornbridge beer at the Rutland 
Hotel which has even m ore c locks than The Yew  Tree, and is run by a splendid 
character w ho w ears a p ince-nez.

th e  ra ilw a y  b e ll
OPEN ALL DAY

CASK ALE OF THE WEEK
ONLY £2.50a  p i n t

AND FRIENDLY 
QUIZ NIGHT EVERY MONDAY 

~ 8PM START ~
TEAMS ALWAYS WELCOME

FO O D  SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK
RIVER, NR DOVER 
TEL: 01304 822016 

CHECK US OUT ON 
WWW.SUPPORTYOURLOCAL.COM
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O ur next stop w as The Three S tags ’ Heads, a 
rem ote pub at W ard low  M ires on the Sheffie ld 
to C hape l-en -le  Frith Road. I first v isited th is 
anachron istic house about fo rty  years ago, and 
it has changed little since. It w as fo rm erly  kept 
by a lame farm er, Fred Furniss, who besides 
running the hill farm  and public house also had 
a petrol filling station and small ca fe  opposite, 
and w ou ld  be seen hobbling on crutches be­
tween these d iffe ren t p rem ises to ca te r fo r custom ers. He also em ployed an e lderly  
lady from  T ideswell, to serve at the bar. A  smell of boiling cabbage would indicate 
that the d inner w as ready and Fred, his w ife , and the barm aid  wou ld  repair to a 
side room fo r th is repast, leaving custom ers to ham m er on the door should they 
desire fu rther libations.

A lthough these days are long gone, The Three S tags ’ Heads should not be m issed. 
It is now run by a som ew hat taciturn  dog loving potter, w ho  m ight not have apprec i­
ated the patent dog carrier, and who at first meeting seem s rather fierce, but is nice 
enough once one gets to know  him. His W h ippets seem  to fill the stone flagged 
front bar. On the co ld  and w e t O ctober evening of our v isit the roaring old b lack 
range w as a w e lcom e sight in the low ce ilinged bar. There  are just three tables. At 
one, two young fem ales on a late walking holiday w ere  taking m ost of the fire, a 
couple occupied the second table, on w h ich  reposed a dead hare shot by one of 
the locals, and the four of us occupied the th ird table. Beers are all from  Abbeydale 
Brewery, Sheffie ld, and the four availab le  w ere  in top condition. B lack Lurcher at 
about 7%  is “the house beer” . W e  had just m ade ourse lves com fortab le  in th is cosy 
little bar w hen a coach load of men, dressed as nuns, entered. T hey seem ed a 
friend ly  enough crow d, but could only m anage half pints. A  ve ry  strange habit. 
Opening hours are restricted so p lease check before visiting. C urrently  they are 
Friday 7-11, Sa tu rday 12-11 and Sunday 12-10.30.

O ur last stop that day w as The D uke ’s Head at Elton, on the other side of Bakewell 
which w e reached by taxi. Again hours are restricted to evenings from  8.30 and 
Sundays 12-3. There is, how ever a late bus back to Bakewell at 11.38 (not S un ­
days) and they w ill not th row  you out before then. It is d irectly  opposite  the church 
and the bus stop is right outside. The pub is unchanged by tim e and is another 
friend ly  place, wh ich  w as once part of a farm . The rem ains of a pig sty are still to 
be seen. There are two bars, the main one, w ith  an open fire, a lways in use. W ell 
kept A dnam ’s B itter is the beer, hardly local, but th is is supp lem ented by Fa rm er’s 
B itter from  Bradfie ld Brewery, Sheffie ld  at tim es.

The next day saw us back in Kent, and before returning hom e a stop at one of the 
m ost unspoilt public houses of them all, The Q ueen ’s Head at Cow den Pound, 
near Edenbridge. Th is is run by M iss Elsie M aynard, the d im inutive land lady who 
w as born here, but is now into her e ighties, and owing to infirm ity unable to serve. 
How ever it a ttracts a loyal bunch of custom ers who are a lways w illing to help out, 
and Elsie is often in the bar, and likes to chat and exchange the news. Again, the 
hours are restricted to evenings on ly from  5pm , and Sunday lunchtim es, and nor­
mally jus t one bar, a lthough there is an open fire -  v isit it w h ils t you can.
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The Sportsman
Freehouse & Restaurant 
23 The Street 
Sholden 
Kent Ct14 0AL 
Tel: 01304 374973

Family Restaurant 
Luxury En-Suite Rooms 

New Function Room 
Now licensed for Weddings and Civil Ceremonies

Open:
Mon - Fri 11.30 - 3 & 6.30 -Close 

Sat & Sun - Now Open All Day
Janice & Jam ie Coleman www.thesportsm ansholden.com

THE 
G U IL D H A L L

42 The Bayle, Folkestone 
Tel. 01303 251393

S tu art a n d  G illy  
w elcom e yo u  to 

o u r trad itional fam ily  run pub. 
Four Real Ales - Good Pub Food.

Open 12 Noon-11pm Mon-Thu 
12 Noon - Midnight Fri & Sat 
12 Noon - 10:30pm Sunday

Page 37

http://www.thesportsmansholden.com


DOVER IN THE FIFTIES
Doreen Norris remembers her younger days

(Doreen Norris was born in 1930. Here she recalls some of Dover's pubs from her 
younger days)

W hen I w as first courting m y husband and used to go out at weekends, our 
S aturday even ings wou ld  often end up at the Fire S tation Dance, in the club 

room above the Fire Station. How ever they wou ld  usually begin several hours ear­
lier in one of the pubs at the Buckland end of the town, from  w here w e would m ake 
our w a y  down London Rd., stopping at various other pubs on the way.

I lived in Edgar Rd., off C oom be Valley Rd. (Union Rd. in 
those days) and Frank, m y fu ture husband, in Heathfie ld 
Rd., and one of our favourite  starting points w as the Three 
Cups, then run, I believe, by Bill Cooper. W e would m eet 
there shortly a fte r opening tim e at 6 o 'clock, and then go to 
the Bull, fo llowed by the New Endeavour, Old Endeavour 
and Duke of W ellington -  two of which are no m ore. O ther 
tim es w e would start at the C herry  Tree or Fountain (now 
the Sportsm an), or the Garden Hall -  later the G as C lub 
and now the site of Aldi. A fte r that w e m ight stop at the 
P lough, o r the Rose and Crown run by Doris Kettle (two 
m ore pubs both gone), and from  there to the Eagle and the 

pubs in Bridge St. or Peter St. -  A dm ira l Harvey and Town A rm s, and Friend in 
Need and G lobe. O f the four on ly the Harvey is still there.

In case th is all sounds ra ther excessive, I d id not d rink much at the tim e, m ainly
soft drinks plus the occasional sherry, and though Frank m ade up fo r me, he nor­
m ally kept to halves of mild, and then probab ly only one in each pub. I im agine it 
w asn 't ve ry  strong, because at m ost he never got m ore than a bit merry. Neither
did I take a lot of interest in the brew eries who owned the pubs. M ostly  it w as
Frem lins, a lthough I do rem em ber seeing G ardners signs at the O ld Endeavour 
and Fountain and M ackeson at the Duke of W elling ton, and the Eagle of course 
w as Courage.
A fter w e w ere  m arried w e would often go fo r a m eal and 
a drink at the Hotel de France at the corner of Snargate 
St., fo llowed by a drink or two at a coup le  of the pubs at 
that end of the town: the W a lm er Castle or Duchess of 
Kent in the M arket Square w here  the Ellie now stands, 
the W elling ton Hotel, M et Bars, Q ueen 's Head or S a lu ta ­
tion -  all s ix no longer w ith  us. M y parents knew the 
land lady of the W a lm er Castle. She alw ays gave me the 
im pression of being foreign, and I understood from  my 
parents that she had som ething to do w ith the stage, but 
I could never find out exactly  what.

The Hotel De France

r  r  r* © »*|‘i
c  k  | 5
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The Golden Hind
85, Beach Street, 

Deal, Kent, CT14 7JB
We pay top prices for antiquarian and good quality 

and rare second hand books, in particular 
LOCAL BOOKS; ANTIQUARIAN; MARITIME; 

EARLY BIBLES etc.
This famous old bookshop, situated opposite the Royal Hotel, has 

been a source of interesting books for over 30 years
Phone/fax: 01304 375086  

E-mail: M cconnellbooks@ aol.com

EARL OF CLARENDON
Open all day FREE HOUSE 

BREWERS HILL SANDGATE
Sky sports

RIAL ALES
EVER CHANGING ALES 

MONTHLY PRICEBUSTER 
ONLY £2.00 A PINT

R E G U LA R  Q U IZ  
M IG H T S

Til- 01303 248684 
Email: clarendon@easy.com

FOOD 
AVAILABLE
12-3PM & 6-9PM 

SUNDAY LUNCHES 
12-3PM

TUES CURRY NIGHT 
EAT AS MUCH AS YOU 
LIKE ONLY £7.50 P.P

BOOK NOW
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Then it w as on to the Fire S tation 
Dance or back to our own local, the 
D iamond. The Fire S tation Dance 
m ight seem very old fash ioned now, 
no band and of course no d isco, just 
local p ian ist Roy Ashdow n occasion­
ally accom panied by a guitar. My 
mum and dad, brother and aunt wou ld  
all be there, and w hen Roy w anted a 
break Frank w ou ld  take over on the 
piano fo r an hour. The club had a 
good bar w ith hand pum ped mild and 
b itter (F rem lins I seem to rem em ber), 
but I wou ld  stick to sherry or a snow ­
ball, and then just a couple.

D o r e e n  N o r r i s

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I w as particu la rly  interested in your artic le  concerning  The A ntw erp  in the w in te r 
edition of Channel D raught. I d id not know about the association w ith  the Belgian 

town. V ery interesting stuff. I w as born in Deal, and m y parents Stan and Mim Dale 
w ere  licensee 's of The A ntw erp  from  the mid seventies to about 1980. It w as a 
Bass Charrington house then. They then took over The Rose in the High Street. I 
left Deal in 1976 to w ork  in London, not before I had v is ited  a lm ost every pub in the 
town and the surrounding villages, and there w ere  a lot m ore pubs in those days! If 
Shepherd Neam e ever goes bankrupt they can 't b lam e me!

Som e news relating to the G rove Ferry Inn wh ich  m ay of be interest to your read­
ers. From 1st April 2010, a new e lectric river trip  boat w ill be operating from  the 
Grove Ferry on the river Stour. You w ill be aware that th is has been an attraction 
fo r m any years going back to the seventies, however due to ever increasing co m ­
plex legisla tion it has been d ifficu lt to operate such trips again until now. For the 
last 8 m onths m yself and m y business partner, G lynn Rees have been researching, 
planning and financing th is new venture . All the inform ation is on our w ebsite  at 
< h ttp ://w w w .groveferryrive rtrips.co .uk> . W e are both in our fifties and have been 
associated w ith  sailing all of our lives. W e also en joy a p in t or two. The G rove Ferry 
Inn is big on food as you p robab ly know, but they sell Shepherd Neam e ales, in­
c luding B ishops Finger. T ry  and com e on one of our trips. She is a love ly boat, 
really quiet.

Keep up the good work. I rem em ber when C A M R A  started, w ha t a great success it 
has been (thank god).

Best w ishes, P e t e r  D a le
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J£>t. Crispin 3nu
15th Century 

Pub and 
Restaurant 

with 
4 Star 

accommodation

Come and enjoy a pint o f  real ale with a choice o f  Gadds 
plus three other regularly changing cask ales

♦ Large garden, conservatory and barbeque patio
♦ Ideal fo r  wedding receptions - large marquee
♦ Coaches welcom ed by appointment
♦ Children's play area, including bouncy castle. Baby 

changing room
♦ Daily changing specials board featuring local 

produce, as well as our comprehensive bar and
a la carte menus, all our veg home grown in Worth

♦ Air conditioned restaurant & conservatory
♦ Accommodation with 6 rooms, all en-suite
♦ Wifi internet

Monday-Saturday 12 - 2.30pm & 6pm - 11pm 
Sunday 12 - 4.30pm (to 9.30pm during summer months)

St. Crispin Inn, The Street, Worth, Nr Deal, Kent 
Telephone: 01304 612081 

www.stcrispininn. com
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AN URBAN MYTH

W orking on continued research fo r m y w eb site regarding all the public houses 
i n the Dover-Deal area, I w as wading through the m icrofilm  in Deal library 

one S aturday afternoon when a lady seeing me busily taking snapshots of the im ­
ages created from  the ir large reader enquired about the nature of m y research. I, of 
course produced one of m y business cards and w e got ta lking about the public 
houses of Deal. During the conversation  the lady m entioned the saying "Paint the 
town red” and gave me her vers ion of its connection  to Deal.

Now, not being one to instantly take any such stories as correct, or indeed instantly 
d ism iss them , I endeavoured to try and source her sta tem ent, as I had heard an­
other theory. S im ilar is the age old urban m yth that there  used to be 365 pubs in 
Dover; I have also heard the sam e m entioned in Deal, wh ich  is one of the reasons I 
have been doing th is research into the m any public houses. I decided to do a little 
of m y own delving and hope to get to the orig ins of her statem ent.

Accord ing to various o ther sources the say­
ing "Painting the town red” o rig inated in M el­
ton M owbray, the town fam ous fo r its pork 
pies, when in 1837 a ra ther bo iste rous v is it­
ing huntsm an, the M arquis of W aterfo rd , 
probab ly a fte r a little too much from  the stir­
rup cup, decided to run am ok w ith  a tin of 
red paint and litera lly pain ted as m any doors 
as he had tim e for. Further reference found 
that on som e of the o lder build ings evidence 
of this red paint can still be seen, wh ich  sug­
gests that it m ay well be the true orig in of the 
saying.

But w hat has th is to do w ith  Deal and the lady in the library? W ell, her story stated 
that during the N apoleonic w ars in the early  19th century, w ith  the fleet anchoring 
nearby there w ere  obviously m any sa ilors in Deal, so m any in fact that the public 
houses w ere  quite packed and over-run, and ev idently  there w e ren ’t enough 
houses to ca te r fo r all the ir needs. I’m not sure exactly  how m any public houses 
there w ere  in Deal in the 1800s as m y research is still continuing on that score, but
I’d guess in the region of 60. W hat the lady w en t on to say w as that w ith  these pub­
lic houses over-run w ith  sailors, o ther residents, in the ir eagerness to help, and 
m ake a bit of m oney to boot, decided to open the ir unlicensed houses to sa ilors fo r 
partaking of certain beverages that the custom s w ou ld  frown upon. To advertise 
that they w ere  indeed open fo r business, and to try and hide the fact from  the au­
thorities of the day, they painted the ir front doors red. Hence the saying.

My efforts however, have so fa r turned up no fu rther inform ation, and I have no 
idea w hether or not there is any truth in the above connection  w ith  Deal: and so 
perhaps it is jus t another urban myth. Hopefully, som eone has the answer.
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The Elephant 
31 The Mall, Faversham, Kent 

ME13 8JN 
01795 590157

Swale Pub of the Year 2007, 2008 and 2009 
Normally five beers, many from local micro breweries

Large courtyard garden
Function Room

3pm to 11pm, Tuesday to Friday 
12noon to 11pm, Saturday 
12noon to 10pm Sunday.

Good Beer Guide 2 0 1 0

The Three Mariners, Hythe
Traditional Free House, Completely Refurbished and Offering Up To 

Seven Ever C hanging Ales and Ciders From Around the Country
Live acoustic music ever)- Sunday evening.
Traditional music; sing-aloitg' 'play- along ’ 
last Tuesday o f  every month.
Fun Quiz night first Tuesday o f  every numth.
Opening times.
Tuesdays -  Sunday 12pm till close.
Monday's 4pm till close.
No Food 
No Juke Box 
A ro Fruit Machines 
A ro ro o t Table
No Distractions other than Good Beer and 
Good Company

Watch the local press fo r  detaiLf o f  both our March and August Bank Holidays 
Beer and Music Festivals

37 Windmi11 Street. Hvthe. Kent CT21 6BH 01303260406
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THE WHITE CLIFFS FESTIVAL OF 
WINTER ALES 2010

One o 'clock Friday February 5th, and the 
d oors of Dover Town Hall opened to 

adm it the firs t keen drinkers to the 17th an­
nual W hite  C liffs  Festival of W in ter Ales, 
and our selection of 70 plus w in te r w a rm ­
ers, old ales, stouts, porters, strong b itters 
and other curiosities.
From the start w e w ere  aware of a s ign ifi­
cantly  d iffe rent pattern from  previous years.
W hereas w e would  norm ally expect a small 
group of tw en ty or th irty  waiting fo r doors to 
open, th is year there  m ust have been 
nearer a hundred....and they kept com ing. By two o 'c lock w e w ere  a little con ­
cerned and by half past two d is tinctly  w orried  -  a llow ing fo r holders of advance
tickets w ho had yet to arrive, if it carried on like this, w e wou ld  be closing the doors 
again mid afternoon. How ever it all tu rned out OK. The initial surge som ewhat 
slowed, and by the tim e of the early evening influx, those who had com e at the 
start w ere  beginn ing to drift away. It all balanced ve ry  w e ll and no one had to w a it 
any length of tim e to get in.

W ith in a little over two and a half hours the first 
barrel w as fin ished, and fo llow ing trad ition  nam ed 
beer of the festival. C o incidently  (and perhaps 
appropriate ly) it turned out to be our g lass spon­
sor W antsum 's new brew, Hengist, a 5 .1%  hoppy 
medium  light beer, wh ich  had actua lly  been 
launched at the festival. And W antsum  also 
scooped th ird p lace w ith  its o ther festival beer 
Portly Pig, a b lend of the brew ery 's B lack Pig por­
te r and port. O ther barre ls rapidly fo llowed and by 
the end of Friday evening fourteen had gone co m ­

ple te ly and m ost of the rest had well under half 
the ir conten ts  rem aining. M eanwhile  in the ad­
join ing Connaught Hall, Friday night en terta in ­
m ent w as again provided by fo lk outfit Fair Isle, 
w ith a se lection of Irish style m usic that saw the 
m ore uninhibited, or perhaps m ost inebriated, 
up and dancing in fron t of the stage.
Saturday, fo llow ing tradition, w as quieter, and 
by the tim e w e closed at s ix o 'clock m ost had 
drunk the ir fill and drifted  off leaving just a
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THE CROWN INN

A Warm Welcome from Dauid anti Jackie to our 
16̂  Century Public House and Restaurant

• Good Beer Guide 2010 recommended • Quality real ales 
specialising in local micros • Fridays 4 to 6pm Earlybird -  all 
draught beers £2 a pint • draught Biddenden cider • Bat & Trap in 
summer • Traditional pub games •  Real fire •Catering for 
weddings and functions •  Garden with BBQ and children's play 
area • Wireless broadband •  Caravan Club Certified

The Street, Finglesham, Deal, CT14 ONA
01304 612555 •  w w w .thecrow natfinglesham .co.uk* e-mail centrix@ easynet.co.uk

Bed & Breakfast 
0 < R C W W  L C X O g K

(Next to The Crown Inn at Finglesham) 
English Tourism Council ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Double, twin and family en-suite rooms available including breakfast 
Please call 01304 620192 for bookings or more information 
_____________ www.orchardlodge.co,uk__________________
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dozen or so barre ls rem aining. W ith 
so m any beers it is im possib le to 
sam ple anything but a sm all se lection , 
and the Hengist had gone before I 
had a chance try  it. O f the ones I  did 
m anage, the Thornbridge b rew s, St. 
Petersburg  S tou t and Halcyon IPA 
w ere particu larly  im pressive , but I 
th ink , that as last year, m y favourite 
w as a strong beer from  Burton B ridge , 
th is tim e Thom as Sykes O ld Ale -  at 
10% A B V  the festiva l's strongest, and 
one to be consum ed w ith consider­
able d iscretion.

A ltogether a ve ry  successfu l festival. 
From its profits  w e w ere  able to give a 
donation of £500 to the Dover W ar M e­
morial Project, and w e w ere  able to w e l­
com e the Branch's three hundredth m em ­
ber Roger Everett, w ho had been signed 
up fo r Christm as by his daughter. Per­
haps the best sum m ary is that wh ich  one 
festiva l-goer e-m ailed us the fo llow ing 
week: "I and two co lleagues attended the 
fest fo r the first tim e (ever) last Friday 5th 
Feb. W e thorough ly enjoyed ourselves; 
the beer w as excellent, the venue first 
rate w ith exceptional bar and seating, 

good com pany and ve ry  good inform ation in the hymn sheet. Thanks and we'll be 
back again next year.”

W e also wou ld  like to express our 
thanks, and in our case to to all 
those w ithout w hom  the festival 
would not be possible; our spon­
sors and supporters, including Do­
ver D istrict Council, Dover Town 
Council, Thanet Leisure, A dam s 
Printers and Jam es Sandy's W ant- 
sum Brewery; those w ho gave the ir 
tim e to help; and of course all those 
who turned up and d rank the beer.
Thank you all ve ry  m uch and hope 
w e can do it all again next year.

M artin  Atkins
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CAMRA Branch Pub of the Yean 
2008, 2009 6 20101

A warm and friendly atmosphere 
awaits all who enter this traditional 
ale house, which has twice won the 
title  of Deal, Dover and Sandwich 

Branch Pub of the Year.

Inside you will find friendly staff and 
a roaring open fire for the colder 
w inter months, an array of tradi­

tional pub games as well as the su­
perb choice of real ales and real 

ciders!

Up to  6 real ales at any 
one tim e, including Har­
vey's Best Bitter. 
3 real ciders/perries

Visit our website for the ales on now: 
Web: www.theberrywalmer.co.uk 

email: berry_walmer@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel: 01304 362411 

Address: The Berry, Canada Road, 
Walmer, CT14 7EQ

The Three Cups
59 Cra66fe H ill Dover CT17 0RX  

01304204844 
www. thethreecups. co. uk

A  Warm Wefcome A w aits A%
Goodsefection o f  CaskflCes af- 

ways avaiCa6Ce - frequentfy chang­
ing range, incfudes, Courage, 

Thwaites, Sharps, Doom6ar, Cot­
tage Brewery Ales pfus others.

Fine Wine avaifa6fe 6y the gfass 
or 6ottfe

Open 12pm 7 Days a week  ̂
Live Music most Saturdays - Sunday Roasts £6.95 - Monday Night is Steaknight
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The Plough Inn
Church Lane, Ripple 
Tel: 01304 360209

Real Ales, Country Wines 
Full weekday menu plus traditional Sunday lunches 
Accommodation, Two Double Rooms & One Twin Room - All en-suite

Ales always available are:
Fullers ESB, Shepherd Neame Master Brew & 

Spitfire plus Guest Ales

Listed in the 2008 CAMRA Good Beer Guide

PODGE’S BELGIAN 
BEER TOURS 2010
Bamberg & in search of Zoigl Beer 21 July - 27 July 

Beer & Heritage - Brussels & Hasselt 27 Aug - 31 Aug 
Wallonian Breweries Tour 15 Oct -19 Oct 

Special Christmas Tour Bruges 24 Dec - 28 Dec 
www.podgebeer.co.uk 

ring 01245 354677 for details 
Driving people to drink since 1994
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Across Down

1. B ee r fo r ra b b it fro m  S o u th e rn  c o u n ty 1. H a rry  ta ke s  o xyg e n  an d  n itro g e n  to
(7 ,6) p ro d u ce  a n o th e r gas  (5)

8. U n iv e rs ity  rep  ru m b le d  big  ace 2. C orks  m ixe d  w ith  s to n e s  (5)
co rru p tio n  (9 ,4) 3. T id y  th e  C h ris tm a s  tre e  (6)

10. T re e  fo u n d  s o a k in g  (3) 4. T u n  en de d  b re w in g  u n sc a th e d  (8)
11. C o m p u te r fry  up?  (7 ,4) 5. B re w e ry  g u id e  m ixe d  e n e m a  (8 ,5)
12. A ir lin e  a fte r s p ir it d a n c e  (5) 6. P o x y  o l’ hen p lays  in s tru m e n t (9)
14. S cary, b u t n o t a fra id  o f e v e ry th in g  (8) 7. D e n ie r in S h e p p e y  (9)
15. W h a t’s up D oc?  A  fish  (3) 9. D rin k  is g e n tle  an d  s u lle n  (4 ,3 ,6 )
16 + 21 d  W h a t th e  c o b b le r d id  (5 ,3 ,5 ) 12. A b le  to  fo llo w  a d d in g  up  ag a in  s o  it can
17. T u rn ip s  bo rn  as an a fte rth o u g h t (5) be  s ta rte d  o v e r (9)
19. R a ting  a  lu te  p layed  to  d iv id e  in to 13. H im ?  K e tt le  s o rte d  o u t th e  b a b y  ch e w e rs

tr ia n g le s  (11 ) (4 ,5)
22. M u s ica l n o te  in C o lu m b u s , O h io  (3) 14. C a m e  up E as t o f e n e m y  (3)
23. B e rth a ’s s la y e r c re a te d  d r iv e rs ’ tests 15. I a b a n d o n e d  so n g  a fte r fe a tu re  o f m a n y

(13) g a ze lle s  (8)
24. P u b  re q u ire s  ro d e n t and  c a n in e s 18. M a rk e r e d ito r lifted  (6)

(4 ,3 ,6 ) 20. G e rm a n  fo od  fo r G e rm a n  c ity  (5)
21. S ee  16 ac ross.

Answers on Page 61
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THE PILOT BREWERY
Roger Marples visits Shepherd Neame's microbrewery

Som e years ago, the m ighty Bass set up a small test or m icro-brew ery in the ir 
Burton on Trent prem ises. Th is recreated m any long lost beers and experi­

m ented w ith  new ones, and the ir beers w ere  m uch sought after. Th is b rew ery has 
becom e The M useum  Brew ery and its beers are a lw ays popular w hen sold at our 
W hite  C liffs  Festival of W in ter A les. Now, fo llow ing Bass's initiative, local Kent 
b rew er Shepherd Neam e have shown a lot of fo resight in creating the ir own m icro­
brewery, or pilot b rew ery as they often p refe r it to be ca lled. Th is is a sm all four 
barrel p lant wh ich  started production in 2007 and on ly brew s about once a week. 
Its output is roughly 1400 barre ls a year com pared to the 225,000 barre ls produced 
by big brother next door.
I v is ited  the p ilo t b rew ery in early M arch and w as shown the p lant by S tuart Tricker, 
Senior B rew er and one of his assistants Jam es Purcell. Jam es is from  a brewing 
fam ily, as his fa ther A ndrew  started The Flagship Brew ery in Chatham  Dockyard, 
and both S tuart and Jam es are enthusiastic  supporters of Shepherd N eam e ’s new 
venture. However, as ve ry  much a ‘one man b rew ery ’, the day-to -day operation 
fa lls to the one man, S tuart Main, who unfortunate ly w as not at w ork  on the day of 
m y visit. O ther brewers, though, are perm itted to try the ir hand in the plant, and 
indeed, it is a useful tra in ing ground fo r new brewers. To som e extent, the brew ery 
com petes w ith the independent m icro-breweries, but w ith  the obvious advantage of 
having nearly 400 tied houses of the ir own. The ir pub licans are a llowed to v is it the 
brew ery and ‘b rew ’ the ir own special beers, w ith, of course, a bit of assistance from  
the brew ing staff, and it has proved popu lar fo r special occasions, such as w e d ­
dings. Top qua lity  M aris O tter m alt is norm ally used, and brew ing sugars are rare ly 
added. M ost of the hops are who le  hops and all of them are from  Kentish Hop G ar­
dens. There is a regular supp ly of brews to houses w ith in  the Shepherd Neam e 
estate and Channel Draught w ill endeavour to supply deta ils  of outlets w ith in  the 
m agazine ’s c ircu lation  area. A t the tim e of m y visit a 3 .5%  A B V  beer w as p lanned 
fo r Mothering Sunday, which w ill be brew ed from  Maris O tte r malt, Kent Cascade 
and w ho le  Bram bling Cross hops, and, in the ferm enting vessel and nearly ready to 
go, w as a ve ry  special brew; a 9 .2%  Imperial Porter, the creation  of Jam es Purcell. 
Th is w as due fo r release in m id April, and som e of it w ill be kept to m ature in cask 
fo r up to a year. It w as brew ed using M aris O tter, sm oked and choco la te  m alts and 
Target hops, w ith  less than 1% sugar. W e sam pled the brew  which tasted am az­
ingly light fo r the strength, but it still had som e tim e to go and w ill obv iously gain 
som e body. The sm okiness w as not too overw helm ing, and the taste  of chocolate 
malt, predom inated.
W e m oved to the sam ple room where sam ples from  both the main b rew ery and the 
pilot brew ery are kept. A  new strain of dwarf high a lpha hop has been deve loped at 
W ye, and the pilot brew ery had brew ed a 4.5%  b itter using th is new strain and 
Maris O tter malt. The beer w as nam ed Buccaneer. To m y palate it w as a light beer 
fo r a 4.5%  brew. The next beer that w e tasted w as a 4.8%  G inger Porter which
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contained d ry  g inger and a little g inger ale besides choco la te  m alt and M aris Otter. 
Again the beer w as a bit on the light side but the g inger w as ve ry  p leasantly  in the 
background and com plem ented the beer rather than overpow ered the taste.
S tuart asked if I wou ld  like to taste any of the beers from  the main brew ery. I did 
confess that I am not a great fan of the products of these m assive m odern b rew er­
ies, but I agreed that the com parison m ight be of interest. The first beer that I 
tasted w as to me typical of m ost large brew eries, w ith  tha t custom ary th inness and 
d istinctive "big brew ery tas te ” . W e  tried to define the taste, and the reasons fo r th is 
taste, w ithout success. I asked fo r a recom m endation fo r another tasting, and 
Jam es told me that the Late Red w as an excellent choice, so th is w e tasted. I w as 
ve ry  surprised at the d istinctive  and p leasant Kent Cascade hop flavour. The 
choice of hops certa in ly  w as a plus point, but again, to m y palate, th is w as not ba l­
anced by the m alt which w as not M aris O tte r in th is instance, wh ich  is re la tive ly 
expensive. Again the big brew ery taste  w as there. W hether th is is the use of a 
conical ferm enting vessel, wh ich  changes the beer into a bottom  ferm enting beer, 
the use of a centrifuge filter, wh ich  spins solids from  the beer, or the type and 
quan tity  of m alt used I do not know.
However, the aim of the visit w as to see the p ilo t brew ery and try  the beers brewed 
there. I congratu la te  Shepherd Neam e on the ir bold m ove, and I am sure that g iven 
the ded ica tion  of the brew ing staff, they w ill be turning out som e interesting beers. 
W ith in our branch area beers from  the pilot b rew ery have recently been availab le  at 
the The M agnet, Deal; the M arket Inn, Sandw ich; the G riffin 's Head, Chillenden; 
and the Royal Oak, River.

Welcome to

7<& rW %
L a d y w d t ,  D o v e r

Tel 01304 203300

Victorian Freehouse & Restaurant 
Open All Day 7 Days a week

Restaurant and Snack Menu available every day except Monday 
5 en-suite letting rooms 

Live Entertainment

Real Ales: Shepherd Neame Sp itf ire , Adnams 
plus Guest

A ll the essence o fa  village pub in 
Dover Town Centre
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The Cross, Lower Street, Eastry, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0HX

-R  a

i n ^ r ; n ...r<i

Tef. 01304 611188 thefivebeffseastry@yahoo.co.uk

TRADITIONAL OLD ENGLISH PUB
WARM FRIENDLY WELCOME

OPEN - SUN TO THURS 11AM TO 11.30PM, FRI &  SAT 11AM to 1AM
BAR SNACKS &  HOME COOKED FOOD ALL DAY  

12 - 8.30pm EVERYDAY
REAL ALES 

GREENE KING IPA +  GUEST ALE 
ENTERTAIMENT A T TIMES FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE

SA TURDA Y 22nd MA Y - MIXED EMOTIONS 
FRIDA Y 4th JUNE - OPEN QUIZ NIGHT 

4 -6 p e r  te a m  (£5 p e r  team - p le a se  book) 
SATURDAY 12th JUNE - PSYCHIC FAIR 11am  - 4 p m  

SA TURDA Y 26th JUNE - VOX DELUXE 
(accoustic  d u o  - c lassic  rock , p o p  & b lues) 

SATURDAY 14th AUGUST - CLIFF CASTLE a s  ELVIS
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THE 'ORRIBLE TRIP 
Part One of The Beery 

Boaters Spring 1987 trip

A s the M iddlew ich Narrow boat's  fitte r a fte rw ards rem arked to us, "Y ou ’ve been 
g etting away w ith  th ings fo r so long, som ething w as bound to happen before 

long !” Trouble was, it all happened during one trip; even before the trip, when Dave 
G reen ended his ca reer as a professional boatm an by fa lling a long w ay down from  
a quayside ladder onto a barge-load of steel. Fortunate ly he had only injured a leg 
and w as out of hospital and w ith  us, but w ith  the o ffending lim b encased in p laster, 
and his language even m ore abusive than ever (if that could be possib le !).
Th is year w e p lanned to go from  M iddlew ich to L langollen v ia  the M iddlew ich Arm 
of the Shropshire  Union and the Llangollen Canals, and if w e had tim e, which if 
th ings had gone well w e should have had, go up the Shropshire  Union in the d irec­
tion of C hester on our w ay back. For the first tim e w e had two 70ft boats, 
‘S ycam ore ’, which w e had used in 1984 and 1985 and ‘O a k ’, which Ray and I had 
encountered the previous year on a trip  w ith  the Kent & East S ussex Canal Resto­
ration G roup (KESC R G ). As I have m entioned before, Sycam ore had an engine 
room im m ediate ly fo rw ard  of the steerer (unlike the norm al hire cru ise r w ith  the 
engine under the a ft deck), while O ak had an engine room w ith a boa tm an ’s cabin 
behind it, as per a trad itiona l w ork ing  narrow boat, and the main accom m odation 
fo rw ard  of that. The crew s w ere  as fo llows: Dave G reen as S kipper of Sycam ore 
w ith M ike Green, Dave Underdown, John Underdown, C hris Excell, Dave Taylor, 
John W ilcox  (m aking a w e lcom e com e-back after our first trip in 1981), Je ff W alle r 
and Roger Lane. On Oak, Ray Crane (Captain) and m yself shared the boa tm an ’s 
cabin w ith  the rest of the crew  com pris ing Phil S im pson, M ike Lock, Dave M cNeir 
(Jonah), A ndrew  Bushby (Speed), Roger M ilbourne (Dodger) and Peter Broberg 
(Cherub).

From 1pm Saturday, all except Phil (who 
w as to jo in us on S unday afternoon at 
Platt Lane due to house m oving) assem ­
bled in the Newton Brew ery pub at M iddle- 
w ich to sam ple som e M arston's before 
setting off: the Dover crow d having again 
arrived in a KESCRG  m ini-bus. In due 
course w e checked in at the boatyard, 
loaded the boats and started away, turning 
im m ediate ly right onto the M iddlew ich Arm 
and ascended W ard le  Lock in bright sun­
shine. Ray had decided to fly  a P&O flag from  the front of O ak which, so soon after
the Herald of Free Enterprise d isaster, seem ed a bit of an ill omen! A  mile past
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W ardle  Lock com es another, S tanthorne Lock, and then it w as another fou r m iles 
through open coun try  w ith  the R iver W eaver to the right and be low  the em bank­
m ent until w e reached our intended destination, Church M inshull, w here  w e had 
decided to spend the evening at the Badger Inn. It p roved to be a very p leasant 
free house w ith  a reputation fo r good food, in an attractive  little v illage a few  hun­
dred yards down a steep hill from  the canal. It subsequently  becam e tied to the 
Burtonwood Brew ery but c losed som e years a fterwards. W e had an en joyable  tim e 
and consum ed our fa ir quota  of beer, but the S kipper of Sycam ore w ith his p las­
tered leg com pla ined voc ife rous ly  about the steepness of the hill on the w a y  back.
S unday morning started foggy but w e still 
cast o ff at 6am w ith O ak in the lead, hav­
ing achieved th is re la tive ly rare pole po­
sition by just that; propelling ourse lves 
past Sycam ore w ith  the boat pole until 
Dave U nderdow n’s face w as seen peer­
ing at us through a front w indow . Then 
w e fired up the engine and w ere  away, 
but w e knew that the o thers wou ld  not be 
fa r behind us. As the bows of our 70ft 
boat w ere  just about the lim it of vision to 
the steerer (me at the tim e), Dodger w as 
sta tioned up fo r ’ard as bow  lookout to signal d irections. It w asn ’t long before I m is­
interpreted a sign and ran O ak up the bank. Before I could  d islodge the boat, Syca-

THE CARRIERS 
ARMS

12 West Street 
Dover 

CT17 0DU

Traditional Local 
Open 11.30am to midnight every day

Adnams, Courage, Sharps, Fullers, Harveys beers
LATCHLIFTER' 1 2 -5  Sundays 
Discounts on alldraughtbeers
Darts Pool Football Team

Phone 077852 808 71 Site on Facebook
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m ore cam e past w ith Je ff on the tille r and the ir crew  hooting w ith  glee. A  little wh ile  
later the positions w ere  reversed again w ith  S ycam ore ’s bows firm ly  em bedded in 
the bank. Honour w as now satisfied and by the tim e that w e had ascended Min- 
shull and Cholm ondeston Locks to the Shropshire  Union Main Line at Barbridge 
Junction the sun had becom e hot enough to burn off the fog.
W e now turned south and then a mile 
fu rther on w est again, at Hurleston 
Junction, and on to the Llangollen C a­
nal and the four Hurleston Locks at its 
start. W hile  com pleted as a 45 mile 
branch to Llangollen w ith  a junction 
w ith the M ontgom ery Canal it w as o rig i­
nally intended as a main line to C hester 
and the M ersey, and is unusual that it 
is fed d irectly  from  the R iver Dee at 
Llantysilio, w ith  an east to w est w a te r 
flow  at a reasonable speed. From the 
top of the locks it w as another 8 m iles and 5 locks through p leasant countryside 
w ith the occasional lift bridge until w e stopped fo r our lunchtim e break at Church 
Bridge, M arbury jus t be low  M arbury Lock. A ccord ing to m y 1987 ‘S uggested Itiner­
a ry ’, the Swan (then G reenall W hitley) lay 250 yards to the south. It certa in ly 
seem ed a lot m ore in the m idday sunshine of our m ini heat wave, particu la rly  to our 
invalid w ho com pla ined loudly, and I note that in the next edition of ‘N icholson ’s ’ 
had been updated to half a mile. I can ’t recall m uch about the pub but w e a fte r­
w ards visited the church, not specifica lly  because it w as S unday but because, to 
quote N icho lson ’s, it as a gem  in an unrivalled setting. It stands on top  of a little hill, 
and the g rounds contain  not jus t a graveyard  but also a garden. It w as indeed 
w orth  a vis it jus t fo r the view.

Setting o ff once m ore, a fu rther 4 locks 
and 4 m iles later w e encountered the 
six G rind ley Brook Locks, the top three 
of which are a sta ircase. W h ils t waiting 
fo r som e boats to descend, O ak re­
ceived a deputa tion  from  Sycam ore 
asking if they could borrow  our boat 
shaft (bargepole to the ignorant). It ap ­
peared that, full of sym pathy fo r their 
d isabled skipper a fte r the long w a lk  to 
the pub at M arbury, they had decided to 
m ake a Sedan chair fo r him w ith two 

boat shafts and a kitchen cha ir lashed together w ith  rope. W hen the contraption
w as duly assem bled the victim  w as persuaded to sit in the chair wh ile  4 sta lwart
m em bers of his crew  hoisted the poles to shoulder height and set off along the ca ­
nal bank. All w en t well until they turned to com e back when the thing becam e un­
balanced, and porters and passenger all tum bled into a heap on the ground. The 
com m ents of S kipper Dave w ere  not exactly fit fo r delicate ears. And the language 
becam e even m ore abusive when I approached and hum bly asked if w e m ight
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have a re-run so that I could record it on m y cam era. Needless to say, I d idn ’t get 
m y photographs!

A fter ascending the G rind ley Brook locks 
w e continued the five m iles to to our eve­
nings destination, the W aggoners at Platt 
Lane Bridge at W hixhall, by the side of 
W hixhall Moss, a "raised bog rich in flora 
and insect fauna -  including m osqu itoes” 
w here peat cutting still continued. On the 
w ay w e passed the entrance to the much 
-truncated W hitchurch  A rm , frequently 
the subject of calls fo r restoration w hich, I 
suppose, m ay be realised when the W a ­
terways Restoration G roup have run out of o ther th ings to restore! So fa r the itiner­
ary w as being fo llow ed precisely! The W aggoners w as then a fa irly  basic G reenall 
W h itley pub. By 1993 the ownersh ip  had passed to the Burtonwood brewery, and 
on our m ost recent visit to the Llangollen Canal in 2008 it w as closed on account of 
a serious fire. Here w e found Phil S im pson waiting fo r us, thus making our ta lly  
com plete. It stayed that w ay  fo r less than one day!!

M onday 28th April! B lack Monday! W e awoke again to early  morning fog and, once 
again, the crew  of ‘O ak ’ em erged just before 6am and qu ie tly  poled past 
‘S ycam ore ’. Once again w e w ere  spotted, fired up the engine and vanished into the 
mist, know ing fu ll well that our rivals wou ld  soon be on our heels. A bou t two m iles 
from  Platt Lane is M orris Lift Bridge. A  party w as landed, the bridge raised, and 
‘O ak ’ passed through. No sight or sound of ‘S ycam ore ’, so the bridge w as lowered 
again so that any road tra ffic  m ight cross. As w e set off again, however, engine 
noise heralded the approach of the other boat, m otoring hard through the fog. S ud­
den ly cam e a roar of exhaust note, and full reverse engaged, as the bridge w as 
spotted, a lm ost too late!
Again the early  m orning m ist soon burned off and w e em erged into another beau ti­
ful day. Just a fte r Morris Lift Bridge, com es the junction w ith  the Prees Branch 
which a fte r a few  hundred yards ends in a boatyard and a dead end, and then, a 
fu rther five m iles or so on, w e w ere  in the ‘S hropshire  Lake D istric t’ , w ith the canal 
first skirting Cole M ere on the left and then Blake M ere on the right, before plunging 
into the 87 yard E llesm ere Tunnel and arriving at E llesm ere itself. Here there are 
good m oorings, but as it w as still early morning and the town w as on the agenda 
fo r the return trip, w e kept going. Frankton Junction, a few  m iles fu rther on, is the 
next feature of interest. Here the M ontgom ery Canal departs to the left down a 
flight of 4 locks, the firs t two being a sta ircase. It w as under restoration in 1987 and 
is still under restoration in 2010, but it is g radua lly  getting there -  ‘the re ’ being 
New town, 35 m iles away. A t the junction  the bridge num bering from  70 onwards 
continues off down the M ontgom ery, wh ile  the Llangollen starts again from  1! (This 
should be noted fo r future reference).

Our next locks w ere  three m iles fu rther on, the two New Marton Locks spaced a 
quarter of a mile apart. These are the last two locks before  Llangollen; indeed, the 
only locks in the 32 m iles between G rind ley Brook and the end of the canal. They
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caused us no trouble  in going up, but com ing dow n on W ednesday w as going to 
prove a d iffe ren t m atter. Eventually a fte r an excellen t m orning run of 18 m iles and
2 locks w e m oored outside the New Inn (now the Poacher’s Pocket), G ledrid. It 
w as here that th ings started to go wrong!
The pub had a new landlord who m ade us 
feel ve ry  w e lcom e. The food w as very 
good and the B anks’s beer excellent.
M oreover, at c losing tim e (don ’t fo rget, in 
1987 afternoon closing existed) the pub 
showed no signs of closing! A  som ewhat 
heated argum ent arose between those 
who w anted to rem ain at the pub fo r the 
rest of the afternoon and those who 
wanted to press on and get to Llangollen 
that evening. In the m idst of the debate 
som eone w andered  out of the pub to look at the boats and cam e rushing back to 
announce that ‘S ycam ore ’ w as no longer there! About half of each crew  (i.e., those 
who had fin ished the ir beer) set o ff up the towpath in pursu it of the errant craft. The 
rest of us (the other halves of each crew) saw o ff their beer, w ent outside to ‘O ak ’ 
and fo llowed by w ater. A  couple of the crew  of ‘O ak ’ seem ed to exude a som ewhat 
suspic iously innocent air.
‘S ycam ore ’ w as soon d iscovered. O ur innocent pair had, unnoticed by anyone 
else, s lipped out onto the towpath, untied ‘S ycam ore ’, towed it round the next bend 
and m oored it up again before returning to the pub. A t least, w e thought, the a rgu­
m ent about w he ther to stay at the pub or not, had been resolved. A s w e are a hos­
pitable lot and as guests w ere  aboard, on both boats the v is ito rs w ere  m ade to feel 
at home, and the C om m odore ’s bottle of Jaegerm e ister took a right ham m ering! 
Very soon a fte r G ledrid com es C hirk A queduct and the border between England 
and W ales. The canal aqueduct is imposing enough but the ra ilway v iaduct running

alongside it even m ore so. ‘O ak ’ stopped 
fo r a photographic session wh ich  I took 
advantage of, as did our guests, Dave 
and John Underdown. ‘S ycam ore ’ had, 
as usual, gone steam ing off ahead and 
vanished into Chirk Tunnel, im m ediate ly 
a fte r the aqueduct. Ray took over the 
steering as ‘O ak ’ started through the 
459yd tunnel and Hon. C om m odore  w ent 
down to his bunk in the boa tm an ’s cabin 
fo r a well-deserved kip.

However, it w a sn ’t long before I w as roused by a shout from  above. “J im !” Ray 
ye lled ,” D ave’s gone overboard !” . (To be continued)

Jim  Qreen
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LAST KNOCKINGS

"Two N ations” w as Benjam in D israeli's descrip tion  of V ictorian Britain, and wh ile  
much of the econom ic and social d iv is ion he w as speaking of has d isappeared, his 
w ords are still applicable e lsewhere -  a fine exam ple being the ph ilosophy behind 
Heineken's sum m ary d ispatching of John Sm ith 's M agnet (see National News). The 
com pany stated that the decis ion w as taken because sales w ere  fa lling, less than 
100 outlets being supplied, and that qua lity  could no longer be guaranteed. Deja 
vu? O f course, th roughout the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, when hundreds of b rew er­
ies w ere  bought up and closed by the ir larger com petitors, the ir beers e ither d is ­
continued or transferred  to the ir new ow ners ’ industria l establishm ents, w here  any 
resem blance to the orig inal could be expected to rapid ly d isappear. "Too sm all, out 
of date technology, no dem and, e tc .” ran the line: exp lanations and excuses d u ti­
fu lly re layed by the bulk of the m edia, in those days respectfu lly  supportive of those 
involved in the creation of national g iants. Today m any a m icro would love to have 
100 outle ts fo r its tota l range, let a lone a single beer, but w ith  fa r fewer, still p ro­
duce beers of excellent quality. But it's a d iffe ren t w orld  and a d iffe rent culture. How 
long had Heineken been m ulling over the fu ture of M agnet? Probably ever since it 
bought Scottish Courage, and p robab ly  w ithout much intention of it surviving: it 
would  be interesting to know M agnet's level of prom otion and ava ilab ility  over the 
last couple  of years. In the world  of international brew ing there is little room fo r 
such 'anachron istic  anom alies.'

I note that earlie r in the year Fuller's put on sale the m ost recent b rew  of Gales' 
Prize Old Ale. Excellent news, except w here  on earth can you buy the legendary 
beer? Even before Fuller's takeover of G ale's it w as hard to com e by. And Prize 
Old Ale is not a lone. W hatever happened to W hite  Shie ld W orth ington? I fo rge t the 
last tim e I saw a bottle  in a pub, but in m any, not so long ago, it w as standard fare; 
and m ost brew ers wou ld  produce a strong bottled beer a longside an often ind iffe r­
ent selection of lights, pales and browns. One of the last to go w as the sugar re ­
duced English Ale. O rig ina lly  a Frem lins beer it w as taken up by W hitbread who 
d istributed it across the country, and wh ile  not bottle cond itioned it w as particu la rly  
handy fo r perking up an insipid d raught b itte r__until that is, it w as suddenly d iscon ­
tinued a year or two back. Pub shelves (and fridges) now bulge w ith  a lcopops, low 
alcohol beers, bottled lagers, and, w ith  the exception of Newcastle Brown, a lm ost 
anything but bottled ales. So, Fullers, how about brew ing a decent sized batch of 
Prize Old Ale, and put a bit of m uscle behind pushing it out into the trade? There 
are enough pubs selling Belgian bottled beers to prove there 's  a m arket.

O f course ta lk of bottled ale recalls a who le  lost cu lture. Brown and m ild, light and 
b itter and various other com bina tions w ere  com m on th irty  or fo rty  years ago; today 
m any younger drinkers w ill never have heard of them . Speculation has a lw ays sur­
rounded the exact orig in of the practice, w ith  a w idespread  belief that its real pur­
pose w as to cover up the defic ienc ies of the d raught product -  certa in  brew s being
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so dreadful that consum ption  w as on ly possib le  a fte r the addition of a bottle. One 
acqua in tance alw ays m ainta ined that C obbs of M argate had an a llegedly notorious 
reputation. How true th is m ight be w e 'll p robab ly never know, a lthough w hen m ost 
beer w as under 3 .5%  ABV, delivered in full barre ls (36 galls) and kept in ce llars 
w ithout tem perature  contro l, flavours m ight becom e none too palatable before it 
w as fin ished. N evertheless, w he ther due to im provem ents in beer and ce llarm an- 
ship, or just fash ion, the half and a bottle  appears to be largely a thing of the past; 
sadly obviating the kind of faux pas recounted by one Dover licensee, who w as 
confronted in the bar one day by a youngster of doubtfu l age cockily  requesting half 
a brown and mild.

A lthough nothing to do w ith  beer and pubs a recent edition of Radio 4 's Food Pro­
g ram m e about m arm alade is a depressing re flection of m odern tim es. Taking part 
w as a w om an representing the m arketing industry, w here  m arm alade com es with 
'provenance ' and a p lacem ent in the appropriate  'm arketing sector'. Accord ing to 
your p reference you m ight be defined as a 'Heathcliffe  (dark and bitter),' or a 
pussycat (sweet and pale). A pparently , w ou ldn 't you know  it, m arm alade has an 
image problem ; and also, w ou ldn 't you know  it, th is defined itself as association 
w ith 'crusty old men' -  one of socie ty 's m ore advertisem ent-sceptica l groups. The 
ta rget m arket of course should be the young, those w ith  the least idea of w ha t they 
want, and even less m oney w ith  w h ich  to buy it, but who can be educated into de ­
manding that m arm alade is w ha t the ir parents really  should be buying. A t the m o­
m ent the services of Paddington Bear have been retained, but it is feared that he is 
som ew hat out of date and lacks the im pact of som e of the other im agery selling 
rival products. W hat is really  needed is an easy eating 'entry level' m arm alade 
which w ill o ffe r little pala tes a 'taste adventure.' G eorge Orwell, you should be alive 
at th is m om ent.

Talking of Radio 4 and G eorge Orwell an edition of the A rchive Hour looked at the 
English Pub, both in im agination and reality. The period covered w as p robab ly  that 
considered to be its heyday; late 19th century  to m id 20th century and featured all 
the usual suspects: the rom anticists -  O rwell h im self, G K Chesterton and Hilaire 
Belloc; the im pecunious and a lcoholic -  Dylan Thom as, Louis M acNeice, etc.; and 
various other proponents and observers of the trad itiona l public house together 
w ith the ir haunts and w orkp laces, including the early BBC, and the London literary/ 
Bohem ian es tab lishm ent's  favourite , F itzrovia. And a joyfu l and enterta in ing hour it 
should have been, except that its chosen presenter, a dour and hum ourless gen tle ­
man, whose nam e sign ificantly  I fo rget, exhibited not the least em pathy or enthus i­
asm fo r the subject. A long w ith  a genera l d isparag ing  of m any of the above, and 
speculation as to w hether a lcohol w as actua lly  supposed to be enjoyed, one of his 
m ore m em orable observations spoke of an initial exubera tion  around the first pint 
only fo r d ism al reality to reassert itself a fte r three or four. And it w as no surprise 
that he concluded by quoting the latest figures fo r pub c losures and declaring that 
he p robab ly  w on 't be m issing those that had gone, or in fac t any of them when they 
had all gone. One fee ls he m ight get on well w ith  G Brown and A  Darling.

0 l d  ‘ W o ^
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It takes all sorts to campaign for real ale^

CAM RA today...m
C om plete the D irect D ebit fo rm  below and you will receive 
th ree months m em bership free and a fantastic discount on your 
mem bership subscription.Alternatively you can send a cheque payable 
to  C A M R A  Ltd with your com pleted form , visit www.cam ra.org.uk or 
call 01727 867201. A ll form s should be addressed to  Membership 
Secretary, C A M R A , 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, A L I 4LW.

Your Details

Title......... Surname........................ .... .........................

Forsnaine(s).....................

Date of Birth (dc/mm/yjryy).....

Address... ...................... Please state which CAMRA newsletter you found this 
form in’ Channel Draught - Spring 2010

Direct Debit Non DD

...... Postcode........................
£20 (11

Email address... £27

□Single Membership
(UK & EU)
Joint Membership £25
(Partner at the same address)

Tal No (s)................................................................................ For concessionary rates please visit www.camra.org.uk or
call 01727 867201.

Partner’s Details ( if  Joint Mem bership) , , , _ ,
I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and agree to abide

Title Surname the Memorandum and Articles of Association.

I enclose a cheque for.......... ........................................  
Forename(s).

Date of Birth (dc/mnVyyyy)... ........ .......... . Signed ..........

Applications w ill be processed wrthm 21 d*/3

......... .....Date.

(D Instruction to your Bank or ^  \ (h r ft t
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit f j^ jD e b it

« « m i  Pleat* f i l in th* fc trm ttd tend to-Campaign tor RealA:* Ltd. 238Hatfield Road.Sc Atom. Hrr:» A i l  41A

N i w  and full postal aodrrss o f jrcur Bonk or B ji ld in f Society Originator* Identification Number

ftp* ur IM d ^  Njt-rtr ? 2 6 1 2 9

Na*np(») o f Account Holder ( i)

Bank o r  Bo lding Society Account Number

Branch Sort Cod*

FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Thh B aot pan el the ■•ttrixt>»i la four tarw or Society

Mcmbcih?> Mjtntwr 

Mam

toizmfc

Instruction* to  tour Bank or Building Society 
Pm w p« CA^RA D*ea D w i  bom the accoux 4«a4e4 on 
(Mi ■n.VuttKn vAfmi U the iitepjardi n u H  by «h»
D fh t C w n n tt. ivA rm rd  t*at tf is m trje ian mat it r ^ n  
xltli C Af'tA M i t  >o be cuucO i k u i m i  fy to r y  
SbnfctukJng Sooccjf

Pcfr-rcBcc Number u Sfjnilurtjs'l

f O i—~  k n iK F C TCX#D«>bit

S u n  and lu M n i V -rm m  •

The D irec t D eb it 
G uaran tee
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§ ) National Contacts
Nationally CAMRA can be contacted at: 
CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Rd, St Albans, 
Herts., AL1 4LW.
For enquiries, phone 01727 867201 
W eb www.camra.org.uk

(S) Adjacent Branches
Ashford Folkestone & Romney Marsh
Paul Meredith - 01580 762462 
paul@ cam ra-afrm .org.uk

Canterbury
Mike Galliers 01732 771775 (w) 
01227 272494 (h) 
mike@ calebriparc.co.uk
Thanet
Debbie Aris 01843 591731 (h) 
debbie@ thanet-camra.org.uk

CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

i
H A

2
R V E Y

3
S S

4
U S

5
S E

6
X

7
S

A O P N H Y H

L
8
C A

9
M B R I D G E B L U E

10
O A K I U E P O E

N
11
S I L I C O N C H I P R

D E T E H N
12
R U

13
M B A

14
F E A R S O M E

E I N
15
C O D D N S

16
S O L E D T H E

17
N E E P S

U K B I
18
B E

M
19
T R I A N G U L A T

20
E

21
S

A E T K O M
22
S O H

23
B R E A T H A L Y S E R S O

L T E R E E E

E
24
H A R E A N D H O U N D S

Local Information & 
Useful Numbers

Dover Tourist Info 01304 205108
Folk Tourist Info 01303 258594
Dover Police Stn 01303 240055
Folk Police Stn 01303 850055

Dover Taxis
A1 01304 211111
A2B 01304 225588
Central 01304 204040
Dover Heritage 01304 204420
Star 01304 228822
Victory 01304 228888

Deal Taxis
AI Cars 01304 363636
Castle Taxis 01304 374000
Direct Cars 01304 382222
Jacks Cars 01304 362299

Sandwich Taxis
AM Cars___________ 01304 614209
Sandwich Cars 01304 617424

Folkestone Taxis
Channel Cars 01303 252252
Chris’s Taxis 01303 226490
Folk. Taxi 01303 252000
Premier Cars 01303 279900

National Express 0870 5808080
Stagecoach 0870 2433711
National Rail Enq. 08457 484950

Trading Standards Office (East Kent)
0 1 8 4 3  2 2 3 3 8 0
Trading Standards Office (Mid Kent) 
0 1 3 0 3  8 5 0 2 9 4

A ll n u m b e rs  on th is  p a g e  w e re  be lie ve d  
c o rre c t a t t im e  o f go in g  to  press .
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ADVERTISERS INDEX
N a m e P age N am e P age
A d a m s  P rin te rs 63 K ing 's  H ead, C a n te rb u ry 31
B erry , W a lm e r 47 L e a th e r B o ttle  G t M ongeham 22
B lake s  of D over 5 L o u is  A rm s tro n g , D o ve r 14
C A M R A  K ent B e e r Festiva l 20 Lydden  Bell 27

C a rrie rs  A rm s, D over
O ld  C oach  &  H orses, 19

54 H a rb ledow n
C h a m be rs , F o lkes tone 11
C oastgua rd . B a ck P a rk  Inn, D over 51

P age P lough  &  H arrow , B ridge 17
C ra b b le  C orn  M ill B ee r 11 P lough , R ipp le 48
F es tiva l 2010 P o d g e ’s B e lg ia n  B e e r T o u rs 48
C row n  Inn, F ing lesham 45 R a ilw ay  Bell, K ea rsney 35
Earl of C la rendon , S a nd g a te 39 Red L ion, D over 22
E lephan t, F aversham 43 Red L ion, S to d m a rsh 14
F ive  B e lls , E astry 52 R oya l O ak, C ape l le  Fe rne 19
Fox, T e m p le  Ewell 26 S p o rtsm a n , S ho lde n 37
F unky  M onkey, D over 30 St. C risp in  Inn, W o rth 41
G o lde n  H ind 
G u ild ha ll, F o lkes tone

39
37 T h re e  C ups, D o ve r 47

K & E S R  Real A le  &  C id e r 24 T h re e  M ariners , H y the 43
F es tiva l 2010 U n ico rn , B e ke sb ou rn e 31

And F inally ........bew are of beer launch announcem ents .

One news story that caught the eye of those reading The Morning A dvertiser, the 
trade publication of the pub industry, w as an announcem ent by Heineken UK that it 
is to coun te r the launch of G uinness B lack Lager w ith  a new dark beer ca lled Fos­
te r’s A m ber Stout. Heineken UK brand d irector M ark G iven denied that the new 
product is a d irect response to D iageo ’s decis ion m ove the G uinness brand into 
the lager category. G iven said: "Foste r’s A m ber S tout has been in deve lopm ent 
since 2009 when w e set up the P roject B larney team . The product is founded on 
deta iled research carried out w ith  m ore than 2,000 consum ers, showed that, while  
Foster’s d rinkers are receptive to the idea of drinking stout, m any find the co lour 
dark and depressing. Foster’s A m ber S tout w ill g ive drinkers the body and taste  of 
a stout com bined w ith  the bright co lour and re freshm ent of a super-chilled lager.” 
In a fu rther announcem ent it w as said that bar sta ff would be encouraged to etch a 
boom erang shape onto the head of A m ber Stout, m irroring the sham rock on G u in ­
ness.
One beer expert said: "O nly a fool wou ld  deny that th is is a brave step by He ine­
ken U K .” However, despite som e obvious clues, at least one m ajo r pub chain w as 
foo led -  and fa iling to check the 1st April pub lication date fo r the article, enquired 
about the ava ilab ility  of the new beer.
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